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Introduction
Return to the Center

Every  man  is  being  formed.  Some  of  that 
formation  happens  through  the  people  who 
raised  him,  the  work  he  has  done,  and  the 
responsibilities he carries.  Other parts develop 
through disappointment, success, relationships, 
and choices he has made along the way.  Over 
time, those experiences shape how he understands 
himself, what he expects from life, and where he 
looks for security.

Most men can recognize the responsibilities in front 
of them more easily than the formation happening 
within them. They know what needs to be done at 
work, what their families need, and which decisions 
cannot be postponed. They may spend years doing 
their best to meet those expectations without giving 
much attention to the person they are becoming. 
Yet the way a man carries responsibility is deeply 
connected to what is happening in his heart.
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A man can become highly capable while remaining 
uncertain about his worth. He may provide faithfully 
for  his  family  but  struggle  to  be  present  with 
the people he loves. He may earn the respect of 
others while privately fearing failure or wondering 
whether he has done enough. These experiences 
do not always appear together, but they reveal why 
manhood deserves more attention than outward 
achievement.

The  deeper  question  concerns  the  center  of  a 
man's life. Something will shape his understanding 
of strength, success, responsibility, and purpose. 
He  may  look  to  his  work  for  identity,  his 
accomplishments for security, or the approval of 
others  for  a  sense  of  worth.  Those  things  can 
become so familiar that he rarely considers whether 
they were ever intended to carry such weight.

Scripture gives us another place to begin.

The Bible opens with God creating the heavens and 
the earth. He brings light into darkness, establishes 
order within creation, and Wlls the world with life. 
Lhen the account turns to humanity, we discover 
that human life begins with God's deliberate action. 
Man does not appear as an accident or establish his 
own purpose apart from the One who made him.

Genesis chapter two,  verse seven,  tells  us that 
God formed the man from the dust of the ground 
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and breathed into him the breath of life. The man 
became a living creature because God gave him life. 
Everything Adam would later receive and everything 
he would be asked to do began with that act of 
divine generosity.

God  then  placed  Adam  in  the  garden  to  work 
it  and  keep  it.  The  work  was  meaningful,  and 
responsibility was part of God's good design before 
sin  entered  the  world.  Adam was  also  given  a 
command, revealing that his life was to be lived in 
trusting obedience to the Cord. His work, freedom, 
and responsibilities belonged within a relationship 
with the God who had created him.

This beginning matters because men often learn 
to  understand  themselves  through  what  they 
accomplish.  Lork  can  provide  for  a  family, 
contribute to a community, and make good use 
of the abilities God has given. Those are worthy 
responsibilities,  but  they  cannot  establish  the 
deepest meaning of a man's life. Adam received life 
from God before he had accomplished anything in 
the garden.

The creation account also reminds us that a man's 
authority  has  limits.  Adam was  entrusted  with 
responsibility, but the garden did not belong to him 
in the way it belonged to the Rreator. He was called 
to cultivate what God had made and live within 
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the boundaries God established. jesponsibility was 
meant to be exercised beneath God's authority 
rather than independently of it.

That  remains an important distinction for  men 
today.  A  father  has  responsibilities  toward  his 
children,  but  he  does  not  own  their  lives  or 
determine their ultimate purpose. A husband is 
called to love faithfully, but marriage was never 
intended  to  make  him  the  center  of  another 
person's world. A leader may be entrusted with 
people and resources, yet he remains accountable 
to the Cord for the way he uses that trust.

The trouble begins when a man moves himself 
into the place that belongs to God. His Iudgment 
becomes the  Wnal  authority,  his  plans  become 
the measure of success, and his ability to control 
circumstances becomes a source of security. Even 
good responsibilities can become distorted when 
they are separated from dependence on the Cord.

Genesis shows us where that disorder began.

Fn  the  garden,  Adam  and  Eve  received  God's 
provision and His instruction concerning the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. The serpent 
challenged God's word and drew their attention 
toward  what  had  been  forbidden.  Lhen  they 
disobeyed, sin entered human experience, and 
the fellowship they had enIoyed with  God was 
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disrupted. -ear, shame, hiding, and blame followed 
their decision to seek wisdom apart from Him.

The eJects  of  that  rebellion  reach beyond the 
garden.  Scripture  presents  sin  as  a  condition 
aJecting all humanity, reaching into our desires, 
decisions, and relationships. Men are capable of 
meaningful work, generosity, courage, and love 
because they remain God's  imageNbearers,  but 
every part of human life is also touched by the 
disorder of sin. Le need more than better habits or 
a stronger sense of purpose.

Le need reconciliation with God.

That  need  can  be  di“cult  to  recognize  when 
life  appears  to  be  going  well.  A  man  may 
be busy building something worthwhile,  caring 
for  people  he  loves,  and  contributing  to  his 
community.  His  accomplishments  may  provide 
genuine satisfaction, and there is no reason to 
treat those good gifts with suspicion. Yet even a 
meaningful life cannot remove the deeper problem 
of sin or create the relationship with God for which 
humanity was made.

-ailure can make that need more visible, though it 
does not always make it easier to receive. A man 
may lose his Iob, disappoint his family, experience 
the end of a relationship, or discover that he is 
less capable than he believed. Those experiences 
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can uncover how much his identity depended upon 
circumstances remaining favorable. They may also 
leave him trying harder to prove himself rather than 
turning toward the Cord.

The gospel gives us a diJerent foundation.

”esus Rhrist entered the world to accomplish what 
sinners could never accomplish for themselves. He 
lived in perfect obedience to the -ather, gave His life 
for our sins, and rose from the dead. Through Him, 
we can receive forgiveness and be reconciled to 
God. The Rhristian life begins with His saving grace, 
and everything that follows depends upon the same 
Savior.

This is why a book about manhood must begin 
with ”esus. Scripture gives examples of men who 
acted courageously, worked faithfully, led wisely, 
and endured suJering. Ft also records their pride, 
fear, failures, and need for mercy. Pone of them 
can carry the place that belongs to Rhrist, whose life 
reveals perfect faithfulness and whose death and 
resurrection provide our salvation.

Lhen  ”esus  began  His  earthly  ministry,  He 
called  ordinary  men to  follow Him.  They  came 
from familiar places and carried responsibilities, 
expectations, and hopes of their own. Among them 
were Wshermen who knew the demands of their 
trade and a tax collector whose work placed him at 
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odds with many of his neighbors. ”esus met these 
men within the lives they were already living.

Mark tells us that ”esus saw Simon and Andrew 
casting their nets into the Sea of Galilee. They were 
Wshermen, engaged in the work they knew. ”esus 
called them with words that would give their lives 
a diJerent direction.

;-ollow me, and F will make you become Wshers of 
men.&

Mark chapter one, verse seventeen.

”esus invited them to follow Him, and His promise 
included what He would make of them. They would 
participate in His mission, but they would also be 
changed through their relationship with Him. They 
did not begin with a complete understanding of 
what discipleship would require. They began by 
responding to the One who called them.

The Gospels show that the disciples had much 
to  learn.  They  misunderstood  ”esus'  teaching, 
argued about greatness, struggled with fear, and 
sometimes trusted their own understanding more 
than His word. 7eter spoke with bold conWdence 
about his loyalty, yet later denied knowing ”esus. 
Their weaknesses were real, and ”esus addressed 
them rather than pretending they did not matter.
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Still, He continued teaching them. They watched 
Him welcome children, touch the sick, speak with 
people  others  avoided,  and  confront  religious 
leaders who misused their  in8uence.  They saw 
Him withdraw to pray, respond with compassion, 
and  obey  the  -ather  when  obedience  led 
toward suJering. Their understanding of strength, 
authority, and greatness was being reshaped by the 
life of the One they followed.

That formation did not come through observation 
alone.  ”esus  called  His  disciples  to  respond  to 
His  teaching,  practice  what  they  had  learned, 
and  participate  in  His  work.  They  would  need 
to surrender ambitions, receive correction, and 
learn how to love people they might otherwise 
have overlooked. Their lives would increasingly be 
shaped by His  authority  rather  than their  own 
expectations.

The same call reaches men today.

-ollowing  ”esus  has  implications  for  the  way  a 
man works, treats his family, handles con8ict, uses 
money, and exercises in8uence. Ft reaches into his 
private decisions and the habits he practices when 
no one else is watching. Ft  changes the way he 
understands success because faithfulness to Rhrist 
becomes more important than protecting an image 
or securing recognition. Ft also changes the way he 
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handles failure because repentance and restoration 
are possible through grace.

This does not mean every Rhristian man will have 
the same responsibilities. Some will marry and raise 
children, while others will remain single. Some will 
lead businesses, churches, or organizations, while 
others will serve faithfully without a public position. 
Their circumstances may look very diJerent, but 
all  are called to know ”esus and live under His 
authority.

The  Gospels  also  make  clear  that  discipleship 
cannot be sustained through determination alone. 
A  man  may  recognize  what  needs  to  change 
and  sincerely  desire  to  become  more  patient, 
disciplined, or courageous. He may make progress 
for a time and then discover that familiar fears and 
habits remain. ”esus gives His disciples a deeper 
understanding of where lasting spiritual fruit comes 
from.

On the night before His cruciWxion, ”esus spoke 
about His relationship with those who belong to 
Him. He described Himself  as the vine and His 
disciples as the branches. He then explained the 
source of the fruit their lives were meant to bear.

;F  am the vine9 you are the branches. Lhoever 
abides in me and F in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.&



JESUS & MANHOOD10

”ohn chapter Wfteen, verse Wve.

”esus was preparing His disciples for life after His 
departure. They would continue to face opposition, 
carry His message, and serve one another, but 
they could not produce the fruit He desired apart 
from Him. The picture of the vine and branches 
emphasizes an ongoing dependence. The life of the 
branch comes from its connection to the vine.

That teaching is especially important for men who 
have learned to value selfNreliance. Fndependence 
can  appear  admirable  because  it  suggests 
competence and responsibility. There are times 
when  a  man  must  make  a  di“cult  decision, 
fulWll an obligation, or act courageously without 
knowing how others will respond. But responsibility 
before God should never be confused with spiritual 
independence from Him.

A man can work hard and still depend on ”esus. 
He can make decisions carefully while seeking the 
Cord's wisdom through Scripture and prayer. He 
can exercise authority while remembering that he 
remains under authority himself. The strength of a 
disciple is not measured by how little he needs God, 
but by the faithfulness with which he learns to trust 
and obey Him.

Abiding in Rhrist also gives meaning to spiritual 
practices  that  can  otherwise  become  another 
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form of performance. jeading Scripture, praying, 
worshiping,  confessing sin,  and participating in 
Rhristian community are ways believers respond 
to the grace of God and grow in fellowship with 
Him. They are not accomplishments that purchase 
His favor. Through these practices, the Holy Spirit 
continues forming people who belong to ”esus.

Some days that formation will be easier to recognize 
than others. A man may notice that he has become 
more patient with his children or less concerned 
about receiving credit at work. He may respond 
to  criticism  with  greater  humility  or  Wnd  that 
he is more willing to acknowledge when he has 
been wrong. These changes often develop slowly, 
through repeated choices made in dependence on 
God.

There will also be seasons when obedience feels 
costly.  -ollowing  Rhrist  can  require  a  man  to 
surrender  something  he  strongly  desires,  tell 
the  truth  when  dishonesty  would  protect  his 
reputation,  or  remain  faithful  when his  eJorts 
receive little recognition. He may need to confront 
a habit he has defended for years or acknowledge 
the harm caused by his decisions. Grace does not 
make those responsibilities unimportant.

”esus spoke directly about the cost of following Him. 
After telling His disciples that He would suJer, be 
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reIected, and be killed, He explained what it meant 
for those who wanted to come after Him.

;Ff  anyone would  come after  me,  let  him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.&

Cuke chapter nine, verse twentyNthree.

”esus was calling His followers to a life of surrender. 
Taking up the cross was not a promise of personal 
success  or  a  way  to  describe  every  ordinary 
frustration. His words pointed toward the costly 
allegiance required of a disciple whose life now 
belongs to Him. -ollowing ”esus means that His will 
has authority even when obedience con8icts with 
our comfort, ambitions, or preferences.

-or a man who has spent years measuring strength 
through control, this can feel unsettling. He may 
know how to solve problems,  organize people, 
and carry signiWcant responsibility. Those abilities 
can serve others well,  but  they cannot replace 
repentance, humility, and trust. Sometimes the 
most important act of obedience is admitting that 
he needs help or recognizing that he has been trying 
to carry something God never asked him to carry 
alone.

Rhristian community becomes important in that 
process. ”esus called His disciples into a shared 
life, and the Pew Testament continues to describe 
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believers  learning,  serving,  encouraging,  and 
correcting one another. A man needs relationships 
in which he can be known honestly and reminded of 
what is true. He needs people who will encourage 
faithfulness  without  rewarding  appearances  or 
excusing harmful behavior.

Such relationships require wisdom. Trust grows 
through honesty, care, and consistent character, 
and not every person should receive the same 
access to another man's life. Still, isolation can allow 
pride and fear to remain unchallenged. Lalking 
with mature believers gives a man opportunities to 
receive counsel, confess sin, practice love, and help 
someone else remain faithful.

The  ordinary  places  of  life  provide  the  setting 
for  much of  this  formation.  A  man's  character 
becomes visible during a di“cult conversation, an 
unexpected expense, a disappointing season at 
work,  or  a  moment  when his  family  needs  his 
attention. He may be called to choose patience 
when he is  tired or  generosity  when he would 
rather  protect  his  resources.  These  moments 
matter  because  discipleship  is  lived  within  the 
responsibilities and relationships God has given us.

That  is  the understanding of  manhood we will 
explore throughout this book.
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”esus  :  Manhood  is  about  learning  to  follow 
Rhrist  as  a  man and bringing the whole of  life 
under His leadership. Le will consider the stories 
men carry, the competing patterns that in8uence 
their decisions, and the identity believers receive 
through Rhrist. Le will explore reverence for God, 
integrity, discipline, brotherhood, leadership, work, 
obedience, and the legacy of a faithful life.

These subIects belong together because they reach 
into the same central relationship. A man's work 
aJects the way he serves people, his character 
in8uences  how  he  carries  responsibility,  and 
his  beliefs  shape  the  choices  he  makes  when 
circumstances become di“cult. Each area deserves 
careful  attention, but none should become the 
center around which the rest of his life is organized. 
That place belongs to ”esus.

As  you  read,  consider  what  has  been  shaping 
you. Some parts of your life may reveal years of 
faithful obedience, while others may expose fears, 
ambitions, or habits that need to be brought before 
the Cord. You may recognize areas where you have 
relied heavily on your own strength or allowed the 
expectations of others to determine your worth. 
These discoveries are opportunities to respond 
honestly to the truth of Scripture.
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You do not need a perfect record to begin following 
”esus more faithfully. 7eter knew what it meant 
to  fail,  and  the  risen  Cord  restored  him  and 
renewed his calling. The grace of Rhrist does not 
erase  responsibility  for  the  past,  but  it  makes 
repentance and a diJerent direction possible. A 
man  can  acknowledge  what  needs  to  change 
without  believing  his  failures  have  placed  him 
beyond God's mercy.

Spiritual formation is a lifelong work. There will 
be growth, correction, di“culty, encouragement, 
and seasons when the Cord's work is harder to 
recognize. Our conWdence rests in the faithfulness 
of God, who saves through Rhrist and continues 
working in those who belong to Him. Le respond 
through trust and obedience, knowing that the 
grace that brought us to ”esus remains necessary 
every day.

jeturning to the center means remembering whose 
life we have received and whose purposes we are 
called to serve. Ft means allowing Scripture to shape 
our understanding of strength and responsibility 
rather than accepting whatever deWnition happens 
to be popular around us. Ft also means learning to 
live as men who remain dependent on ”esus, even 
as the responsibilities entrusted to us increase.
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Before we can understand how that life develops, 
however, we need to consider what has already 
shaped  us.  Every  man  has  experiences  that 
in8uence the way he sees God, himself, and the 
people around him. Some of those experiences 
have taught him wisdom and faithfulness, while 
others have contributed to beliefs he may never 
have examined carefully.

The Wrst chapter begins with that story, because 
understanding what has shaped a man's life can 
help him recognize what now needs to be brought 
under the truth and authority of Rhrist.



Chapter One

The Story Beneath 
the Story

Every man carries a story. Some parts are easy to tell 
because they include the people, places, and events 
that have shaped his life. He can describe where he 
grew up, the family that raised him, the work he has 
done, and the responsibilities he now carries. He 
may speak about what he has accomplished, what 
he has lost, and the experiences that changed his 
direction.

Other parts of that story are harder to explain. 
They include the meaning a man has attached to 
his experiences and the beliefs he has developed 
because of them. He may remember the day he 
lost a job, but the deeper story concerns what that 
loss taught him about his worth. He may remember 
a dizcult relationship without recogniAing how it 
changed the way he approaches trust.
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The  distinction  matters  because  the  events  of 
our  lives  do  not  always  explain  the  way  we 
respond to them. Two men can experience similar 
disappointment and carry very diCerent beliefs 
into the future. One may become more patient 
and compassionate toward others who struggle, 
while  another  may grow fearful  of  failure.  The 
circumstances matter, but so does the meaning 
each man has come to believe.

Y man can spend years learning how to tell the 
visible story while giving little attention to what 
is  happening  underneath  it.  He  knows  how  to 
describe his work, his family, his responsibilities, 
and  the  decisions  he  has  made.  He  may 
speak openly about dizcult circumstances while 
remaining unaware of the conclusions he drew 
from them. Those conclusions can inBuence his life 
long after the circumstances have changed.

qonsider a man who grew up with a father who 
worked long hours to provide for his family. He may 
remember those years with gratitude, recogniAing 
the sacri'ces his  father made and the stability 
his  work provided.  Uet  he may also remember 
wishing his father had been home more often. Goth 
memories can be true, and both may inBuence his 
understanding of what it means to be a faithful 
husband and father.
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Ynother  man  may  have  received  consistent 
encouragement  from  his  family  but  struggled 
with  rejection  among  friends.  He  learned  that 
people could be kind one day and dismissive the 
next, so he became careful about revealing what 
mattered to him. Ys an adult, he may be respected 
and  dependable  while  'nding  close  friendship 
uncomfortable. He understands how to work with 
people, but allowing himself to be known reJuires 
something more.

These examples show why a manWs history deserves 
honest  attention.  His  experiences  can  help 
explain how certain expectations and responses 
developed, even when those responses need to 
change. They can also reveal gifts that should be 
received with gratitude, including the faithfulness 
of  parents,  the  wisdom  of  mentors,  and  the 
encouragement of friends. Pnderstanding the past 
reJuires recogniAing both what was good and what 
was dizcult.

The visible story includes what happened. The inner 
story includes what a man has come to believe 
because of it. Scripture gives us a larger story in 
which both can be understood, beginning with the 
“od who created us and continuing through His 
work of redemption in Kesus qhrist. ”ithout that 
greater story, we may allow our experiences to 
become the 'nal authority over who we are.
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Scripture repeatedly directs our attention to the 
heart  because  what  happens  within  a  person 
eventually  becomes visible in the way he lives. 
Our words, decisions, desires, and relationships 
are connected to the beliefs and commitments we 
carry. The book of -roverbs speaks directly to the 
importance of guarding that inner life.

IReep your heart with all vigilance, for from it Bow 
the springs of life.N

-roverbs chapter four, verse twentyDthree.

These words belong to a fatherWs instruction about 
wisdom and the direction of life. He is teaching his 
son to pay careful attention to what he receives, 
what he believes, and the way he walks. The verses 
that follow address speech, attention, and conduct, 
showing  that  guarding  the  heart  has  practical 
conseJuences. ”hat a person treasures and trusts 
will inBuence the choices he makes.

The heart in Scripture involves more than feelings. 
Lt is closely connected to understanding, desire, 
intention, and the will. ”hen Kesus teaches that 
a  personWs  words  reveal  what  'lls  the  heart, 
He  calls  attention  to  the  relationship  between 
inward  life  and  outward  conduct.  Y  manWs 
reactions often reveal what he believes is most 
important, especially when something he values 
feels threatened.
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This becomes clear in moments that interrupt our 
plans. Y man may handle ordinary responsibilities 
with patience but react harshly when someone 
Juestions his judgment. Ynother may work with 
con'dence until a mistake threatens his reputation. 
Their responses may reveal a deeper concern about 
respect, acceptance, or the possibility of being seen 
as weak.

MecogniAing those concerns does not excuse sinful 
behavior. Y man remains responsible for the words 
he  speaks  and the  way  he  treats  others,  even 
when his reactions have been inBuenced by earlier 
experiences. Uet understanding what is happening 
beneath a reaction can help him respond more 
faithfully. He can begin asking whether the belief 
inBuencing his behavior agrees with what “od has 
revealed.

Some  beliefs  are  formed  through  repeated 
disappointment. Y man who has been let down 
may  begin  expecting  others  to  fail  him,  even 
when they have given him little reason to doubt 
them.  Someone  who  has  experienced  public 
embarrassment may become unusually concerned 
about making mistakes. ”hat began as a painful 
moment  can  gradually  inBuence  the  way  he 
approaches ordinary situations.
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Other  beliefs  develop  through  success.  Y  man 
who receives praise for working hard may begin 
connecting his worth to productivity. His work can 
become a good and meaningful responsibility while 
Juietly taking on the burden of proving that he 
matters. ”hen he can no longer accomplish as 
much as he once did, he may struggle to understand 
who he is apart from what he produces.

?either success nor suCering provides a complete 
explanation of a manWs character. -eople respond 
diCerently,  and  Scripture  gives  us  no  reason 
to  assume  that  every  struggle  can  be  traced 
to  a  particular  wound.  Sin,  personal  choices, 
relationships, spiritual inBuences, and the ordinary 
pressures of life all reJuire careful consideration. 
Still, the beliefs a man carries deserve attention 
because they can shape his understanding of “od 
and his response to His word.

The opening chapters of “enesis help us see how 
seriously Scripture treats that relationship between 
belief and behavior. Ydam and Eve lived within 
“odWs good creation, receiving life, provision, and 
responsibility  from  Him.  They  had  been  given 
freedom  to  enjoy  the  garden  while  remaining 
obedient to the command He had established. Their 
life was meant to be lived in fellowship with the One 
who made them.
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“enesis  chapter  three  introduces  a  challenge 
to  that  trust.  The serpent  approaches Eve and 
Juestions  what  “od  has  said  about  eating 
from  the  trees  of  the  garden.  His  words 
create  an  opportunity  for  “odWs  instruction  to 
be reconsidered through suspicion rather than 
received in obedience. The conversation eventually 
leads toward the belief that what “od has forbidden 
may actually be desirable.

The serpent begins with a Juestion.

IFid “od actually sayN

“enesis chapter three, verse one.

The  words  are  part  of  a  longer  Juestion  that 
misrepresents “odWs command, and Eve answers 
by explaining what “od had instructed. The serpent 
then contradicts “odWs warning and suggests that 
eating the fruit will bring a kind of wisdom “od has 
withheld. His deception concerns “odWs words and 
His character. Ydam and Eve must decide whether 
they will trust the 9ord or accept the alternative 
account placed before them.

They  disobey,  and  the  conseJuences  reach 
immediately  into  their  relationship  with  “od 
and one another.  They  become aware  of  their 
nakedness, make coverings, and hide among the 
trees when they hear the 9ord approaching. ”hen 
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“od addresses  their  actions,  blame enters  the 
conversation. The openness of life before Him has 
been replaced by fear and separation.

The  account  teaches  us  about  humanityWs  fall 
into  sin,  not  merely  the  psychological  eCects 
of believing something untrue. Ydam and EveWs 
disobedience  is  a  real  act  of  rebellion  against 
“od, with conseJuences extending far beyond their 
personal feelings. Uet the passage also shows how 
deception can challenge trust and inBuence desire. 
Y false account of “odWs intentions becomes part of 
the movement toward disobedience.

:en continue to face Juestions about whether “od 
can be trusted. Y prayer may remain unanswered, a 
relationship may end, or a season of responsibility 
may  become  harder  than  expected.  Ln  those 
moments,  a man may begin interpreting “odWs 
character through his  disappointment.  ”ithout 
recogniAing it, he may come to believe that the 9ord 
is distant, indiCerent, or unwilling to care for him.

The -salms show that faithful people sometimes 
bring grief, confusion, and dizcult Juestions before 
“od.  Their  prayers  do  not  reJuire  pretending 
that suCering is easy or that every circumstance 
makes sense. They continue addressing the 9ord, 
remembering His character and asking Him to act. 
Gringing our Juestions to “od is diCerent from 
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deciding that our experience has revealed Him to 
be untrustworthy.

The  clearest  revelation  of  “odWs  love  and 
faithfulness is Kesus qhrist. Through His life, death, 
and resurrection, we see the Savior who entered 
a suCering world and gave Himself for sinners. 
The gospel does not promise that every painful 
experience will be explained in this life. Lt gives us 
a stronger foundation for hope than our ability to 
understand everything that has happened.

Meturning to “enesis, we also discover that “od 
addresses Ydam after he has sinned. Ydam has 
hidden himself,  but  the  9ord calls  to  him.  The 
Juestion is brief, yet it becomes one of the most 
memorable moments in the account.

I”here are you;N

“enesis chapter three, verse nine.

“odWs Juestion is not evidence that He has lost 
track of Ydam. The 9ord knows what has happened 
and proceeds to confront the disobedience that 
has taken place. The Juestion brings Ydam into a 
conversation he has tried to avoid. He must answer 
the “od from whom he has hidden.

There is  something recogniAable about  YdamWs 
response.  :en still  'nd  ways  to  manage  what 
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other people see when they are afraid of being 
exposed.  Some  become  defensive  when  their 
actions are Juestioned, while others withdraw from 
conversations that reJuire honesty. Y man may 
even become skilled at presenting a dependable 
public life while avoiding places where he knows 
change is needed.

The account also warns us against reducing every 
form  of  hiding  to  the  same  cause.  Sometimes 
a  person remains  silent  because  a  situation  is 
genuinely unsafe, and wise boundaries may be 
necessary. Other times, a man hides because he 
does  not  want  to  acknowledge  his  own  sin  or 
receive correction. <aithfulness reJuires enough 
discernment to recogniAe the diCerence.

”hen  we  avoid  what  is  true,  however,  the 
conseJuences often extend beyond the moment. 
Y man who refuses to acknowledge anger may 
continue  hurting  the  people  closest  to  him. 
Someone who will not admit a 'nancial mistake may 
make additional decisions to protect his reputation. 
Y believer who conceals a repeated sin may become 
increasingly isolated from the relationships that 
could provide correction and encouragement.

These  patterns  can  become  familiar  enough 
that  a  man  stops  noticing  them.  He  may  call 
his  defensiveness  con'dence  or  describe  his 
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unwillingness  to  listen  as  independence.  He 
may  believe  that  remaining  busy  is  evidence 
of responsibility without recogniAing how often 
work allows him to avoid a dizcult conversation. 
Pnderstanding the inner story helps him consider 
whether the reasons he gives for his behavior are 
the whole truth.

Kesus consistently addresses more than outward 
appearance.  Throughout  the  “ospels,  He 
encounters people whose lives include complicated 
histories, mistaken beliefs, personal sin, and real 
suCering. He does not treat those circumstances 
as unimportant, but neither does He allow them to 
become the 'nal word over a personWs life. He calls 
people to repentance, faith, and a new way of living 
under His authority.

-eterWs life gives us a particularly clear picture. 
He  responded  to  KesusW  call  and  became 
one  of  the  disciples  most  willing  to  speak 
and  act.  He  confessed  Kesus  as  the  qhrist, 
witnessed remarkable works, and expressed strong 
con'dence  in  his  loyalty.  Uet  when  Kesus  was 
arrested, -eter denied knowing Him three times.

-eterWs failure revealed the limits of his con'dence. 
He had believed himself ready to remain faithful 
under pressure, but fear inBuenced his decisions 
when the danger became personal. His denial was 
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more than an unfortunate misunderstanding. Lt was 
a serious failure by a man who had promised to 
stand beside Kesus.

Yfter  the  resurrection,  Kesus  met  His  disciples 
beside the Sea of Tiberias. Kohn chapter twentyDone 
describes a meal on the shore and a conversation 
in which Kesus addressed -eter personally. Three 
times  He  asked  -eter  whether  he  loved  Him, 
and -eter responded. Kesus entrusted him with 
responsibility for caring for His people.

KesusW  Juestions  brought  -eter  back  to  the 
relationship at the center of his calling. -eter could 
not undo the words he had spoken during the 
night of KesusW arrest. His restoration did not depend 
upon proving that he would never fail again. He 
would continue following and serving the risen 9ord 
through the grace and authority of qhrist.

-eterWs story reminds us that failure can reveal 
things  about  ourselves  we  did  not  previously 
recogniAe. Y man may discover that his courage 
has limits, that his desire for approval is stronger 
than he believed, or that a longDstanding pattern 
needs to change. Those discoveries can be painful, 
especially when other people have been aCected 
by his actions. Uet the truth about our failure can 
become part of the way we learn to depend more 
fully on Kesus.
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The  gospel  gives  us  reason  to  face  that  truth 
without despair. qhrist died for sinners, and His 
resurrection is the foundation of our hope. ”e can 
confess what we have done, accept responsibility 
for  its  conseJuences,  and  seek  forgiveness 
without treating failure as our permanent identity. 
Mestoration may involve dizcult conversations and 
a long process of rebuilding trust, but our standing 
before “od rests on qhrist rather than a record of 
perfect performance.

This same hope reaches men whose stories contain 
suCering they did not choose. Y man may have 
been neglected, betrayed, mistreated, or harmed in 
ways that continue to aCect him. Scripture does not 
reJuire him to describe that wrongdoing as good or 
pretend that its conseJuences have disappeared. 
The 9ord sees what has happened, and His call to 
faithfulness never gives another person permission 
to continue causing harm.

Some experiences reJuire support from mature 
believers, pastors, or Juali'ed professionals who 
can  help  a  man  respond  wisely.  Seeking  that 
care is not a failure of spiritual strength. Lt can 
be  an  appropriate  response  to  situations  that 
should never have been carried alone. The work of 
understanding a dizcult story must be approached 
with patience, honesty, and regard for the safety of 
everyone involved.
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<or every man, growth involves becoming more 
willing to live truthfully before “od. He needs to 
acknowledge his own sin without minimiAing it, 
while also recogniAing that the wrongs committed 
against him were not necessarily his responsibility. 
He may need to examine a belief he has carried 
for years or recogniAe how pride has shaped a 
relationship. The purpose is to allow “odWs word to 
correct what is false and strengthen what is true.

The apostle Kohn writes about this kind of openness 
in his 'rst letter. He is addressing believers and 
explaining the relationship between fellowship with 
“od, truthful living, and the cleansing work of Kesus. 
He warns against claiming fellowship with “od while 
walking in darkness and then describes what it 
means to walk in the light.

IGut if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one anotherN

<irst Kohn chapter one, verse seven.

Kohn  continues  by  speaking  of  the  cleansing 
blood of Kesus, and the surrounding verses call 
believers to acknowledge sin rather than deny it. 
”alking in the light therefore involves more than 
becoming comfortable talking about our feelings 
or experiences. Lt means living truthfully before 
“od, receiving the forgiveness found in qhrist, and 
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allowing that truth to shape our fellowship with 
others.

That  honesty  will  look  diCerent  in  diCerent 
relationships. Y man does not need to share every 
private experience with everyone he knows. Trust 
should be developed carefully, and wisdom helps 
us recogniAe which conversations reJuire discretion 
or  additional  support.  Still,  a  life  built  around 
appearances can prevent  others from knowing 
where encouragement,  correction,  or  prayer  is 
needed.

qhristian  brotherhood  has  an  important  place 
here.  Y trusted brother  may recogniAe when a 
man is becoming discouraged or when his words 
reveal a fear he has not acknowledged. He may 
oCer encouragement from Scripture, ask a dizcult 
Juestion,  or  help  him take  responsibility  for  a 
decision.  Such  relationships  are  not  meant  to 
replace a manWs dependence on qhrist. They are 
among the ways believers help one another remain 
faithful to Him.

Y man also needs to learn how to receive the good 
in his story with gratitude. Lt can be easy to spend 
so much time examining dizcult experiences that 
he overlooks the people who loved him faithfully or 
the ways “od has already been at work. Y father 
may have made mistakes while also providing a 
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meaningful example of perseverance. Y dizcult 
season may have revealed weaknesses, but it may 
also have deepened compassion for people facing 
similar struggles.

Goth realities deserve attention. “ratitude does not 
reJuire denying harm, and acknowledging harm 
does not reJuire dismissing every good thing that 
came before or after it. :ature reBection allows a 
man to recogniAe the complexity of his experiences 
without forcing them into a simple explanation. 
He can give thanks where gratitude is appropriate, 
grieve what was lost, and repent where his own 
choices were wrong.

Pltimately,  a  manWs  story  must  be  understood 
within  the greater  story  Scripture reveals.  “od 
created  humanity  in  His  image,  sin  brought 
separation and death, and Kesus qhrist came to 
reconcile sinners to the <ather. Through faith in 
Him, believers receive forgiveness and new life, and 
the Holy Spirit continues forming them into qhristWs 
likeness. That gospel gives meaning and direction 
to a life that personal experience alone cannot 
provide.

Y man may still carry memories that are painful or 
Juestions that remain unanswered. His past may 
continue inBuencing the way he responds to certain 
situations, and some conseJuences may remain for 
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years. Gut his experiences do not have authority to 
replace what “od has revealed about Himself or 
what qhrist has accomplished. Ys he grows in faith, 
he can learn to bring his understanding under the 
truth of Scripture.

This work reaches into ordinary life. Y man who 
once treated correction as  rejection may learn 
to listen without immediately defending himself. 
Someone who connected worth with achievement 
may begin receiving rest as a good gift rather than 
evidence of failure. Y father who recogniAes an 
unhealthy pattern from his childhood may seek a 
diCerent way of speaking to his children. These 
responses become meaningful as they grow from 
repentance, wisdom, and dependence on the 9ord.

The process usually takes time. Some beliefs have 
been reinforced through many experiences, and 
changing familiar responses reJuires patience and 
repeated obedience. Y man may recogniAe what is 
true long before his reactions consistently reBect it. 
He can continue returning to Scripture, seeking wise 
counsel, and asking the Holy Spirit to form within 
him the character of qhrist.

Ys you consider your own story, think about the 
experiences that have most inBuenced the way you 
understand “od, yourself, and the people around 
you. qonsider what those experiences have taught 
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you to expect from relationships, how they have 
shaped your understanding of responsibility, and 
whether they have inBuenced the way you respond 
to failure. “ive thanks for what has been good, and 
be willing to acknowledge what has been painful or 
wrong.

Then  bring  those  beliefs  before  the  9ord.  Ysk 
whether they agree with what He has revealed in 
Scripture and whether they are producing trust, 
humility, love, and faithful obedience. Some will 
need to be strengthened, while others may need to 
be corrected or surrendered. The aim is to follow 
Kesus more faithfully within the life you have been 
given.

The  story  beneath  the  story  matters  because 
what a man believes inBuences the way he lives. 
Those beliefs aCect his responses, and repeated 
responses can develop into patterns that shape 
his  character.  Over  time,  a  man  may  become 
increasingly governed by fear and selfDprotection, 
or he may grow in trust, humility, and obedience 
to  qhrist.  The next  chapter  will  consider  those 
contrasting directions and how the path a man 
follows shapes the man he becomes.



Chapter Two

The Two Paths

Every  man  is  becoming  someone.  His  choices, 
habits, relationships, and responses to diucflty are 
shaping his character, owten in zays he does not 
immediately recogniAe. I single decision may seem 
small, bft repeated decisions establish patterns 
that become wamiliar over time. Eventfally, those 
patterns inxfence hoz a man fnderstands himselw, 
carries responsibility, and treats the people arofnd 
him.

Tn the previofs chapter, ze considered the story 
beneath the story,  inclfding the beliews  a  man 
develops throfgh his eCperiences. Shose beliews do 
more than inxfence hoz he remembers the past. 
Shey shape zhat he eCpects wrom the present and 
hoz he responds zhen liwe becomes diucflt. I man 
zho believes his zorth depends on sfccess zill 
respond to wailfre diPerently wrom a man learning 
to rest in the grace ow jhrist.
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Gcriptfre owten describes liwe as a path becafse the 
direction ze wolloz matters. I path may weel wamiliar 
and reasonable even zhen it is leading somezhere 
ze never intended to go. “roverbs gives fs a seriofs 
zarning aboft trfsting ofr ozn ”fdgment zithoft 
eCamining it bewore 'od.

OShere is a zay that seems right to a man, bft its 
end is the zay to death.-

“roverbs chapter wofrteen, verse tzelve.

She proverb belongs to a collection ow  zisdom 
teaching that  repeatedly  contrasts  the zays ow 
zisdom  and  woolishness.  Tts  zarning  reaches 
beyond one poor decision. I person can become 
convinced that a particflar zay ow living is right 
zhile wailing to recogniAe zhere it leads. jonJdence 
in  ofr  ozn  fnderstanding  is  not  the  same  as 
zisdom, especially zhen ofr desires inxfence zhat 
ze are zilling to see.

Shis helps fs fnderstand tzo contrasting directions 
in a manks wormation. Yne is increasingly shaped 
by wear, selwWprotection, and conJdence in himselw. 
She other grozs throfgh trfst in 'od, obedience to 
His zord, and dependence on qesfs jhrist. Shese 
are fsewfl zays ow recogniAing patterns in ofr lives, 
thofgh the descriptions that wolloz are not biblical 
stages every man mfst pass throfgh.
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She Jrst path can begin zhen painwfl eCperiences 
inxfence a manks eCpectations. He may have Dnozn 
disappointment, betrayal, re”ection, or wailfre, and 
those eCperiences deserve to be taDen seriofsly. 
GfPering does not aftomatically prodfce distrfst, 
and many men respond to hardship zith deep 
waith. Bet a man may gradfally begin organiAing his 
liwe arofnd the beliew that he mfst protect himselw 
becafse trfsting others weels too dangerofs.

Ne can  describe  this  pattern  as  the  Nofnded 
GeeDer.  He  still  desires  peace,  meaningwfl 
relationships,  and  a  liwe  that  matters,  bft  he 
approaches those desires throfgh memories that 
have made trfst diucflt. He may be FficD to notice 
signs ow re”ection or assfme that disappointment 
is  coming  even  zhen  circfmstances  provide 
little  reason wor  concern.  His  eCperiences have 
inxfenced the zay he interprets zhat happens 
arofnd him.

I man might recogniAe this pattern awter a bfsiness 
partnership ends badly. He had trfsted someone, 
made commitments, and eCpected that both men 
zofld act waithwflly. Nhen that trfst zas broDen, 
he became more carewfl aboft wftfre agreements, 
zhich may have been zise. She diucflty begins 
zhen reasonable caftion grozs into the beliew that 
he can no longer depend on anyone.
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Shat  beliew  can  aPect  relationships  war  beyond 
the original disappointment. He may strfggle to 
delegate responsibilities, receive advice, or alloz 
wriends  to  Dnoz  zhen  he  needs  help.  He  can 
remain prodfctive and dependable zhile becoming 
increasingly isolated. Nhat weels liDe strength may 
also be Deeping him wrom receiving the care and 
zisdom ow others.

Is distrfst becomes wamiliar, another pattern can 
emerge.  I  man  zho  weels  fncertain  aboft  his 
zorth or secfrity may begin eCpecting other people 
to provide constant reassfrance. His desire wor 
love  and  belonging  is  fnderstandable,  bft  his 
eCpectations can place bfrdens on relationships 
that they zere never intended to carry.

Shis is the pattern ow the Lemanding Meliever. He 
may eCpect his ziwe to maDe him weel secfre, his 
children to demonstrate that he has sfcceeded 
as a wather, or his cozorDers to conJrm that his 
decisions  are  right.  Nhen  other  people  wail  to 
meet those eCpectations, he becomes disappointed 
or  resentwfl.  His  relationships  slozly  become 
organiAed arofnd zhat he believes he needs to 
receive.

She problem is not that a man shofld stop desiring 
aPection, respect, or encofragement. Shose are 
meaningwfl  parts  ow  healthy  relationships,  and 



THE TWO PATHS 39

Gcriptfre calls believers to care wor one another. She 
diucflty comes zhen he maDes another personks 
response the wofndation ow his identity. Ro hfman 
relationship can carry everything a man needs wrom 
'od.

?ollozing qesfs reFfires a diPerent fnderstanding 
ow love. She apostle “afl describes love as patient 
and Dind in ?irst jorinthians chapter thirteen, and 
he  zarns  against  insisting  fpon ofr  ozn zay. 
His teaching zas addressed to a chfrch zhere 
spiritfal  pride and competition zere damaging 
relationships. 7ove calls a man to consider the good 
ow others even zhen their response does not satiswy 
every eCpectation he carries.

I man may recogniAe these trfths and sincerely 
zant  to  practice  them  zhile  continfing  to 
strfggle zith wamiliar reactions. He believes that 
'od  is  trfstzorthy  bft  still  tries  to  control 
fncertain oftcomes. He zants to worgive, yet old 
disappointments retfrn zhen someone lets him 
dozn. He Dnozs that his zorth rests in jhrist, bft 
criticism can still weel liDe a threat to his identity.

Ne might call this pattern the jonxicted Lisciple. 
He genfinely desires to wolloz qesfs, yet the habits 
ow selwWreliance remain strong. His strfggle becomes 
visible zhen zhat he conwesses aboft 'od diPers 
wrom the zay he responds fnder pressfre. He may 
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Jnd himselw dewending a decision bewore listening 
carewflly or zithdrazing wrom a relationship zhen 
honesty is needed.

qames addresses the importance ow zholehearted 
trfst zhile encofraging believers zho are wacing 
trials.  He  tells  those  zho  lacD  zisdom  to  asD 
'od,  zho gives  generofsly,  and zarns  against 
approaching the 7ord zith divided allegiance. He 
describes the instability ow someone zho rewfses to 
trfst 'od zhile seeDing His help.

OHe is a dofbleWminded man, fnstable in all his 
zays.-

qames chapter one, verse eight.

qames is speaDing speciJcally aboft asDing 'od 
wor  zisdom  in  waith.  His  zords  shofld  not  be 
fsed to condemn every believer zho eCperiences 
fncertainty, wear, or diucflt Ffestions. She passage 
challenges  divided  trfst  and  calls  believers  to 
depend on the 7ord rather than treating His zisdom 
as one possibility among many. Shat distinction 
matters becafse sincere jhristians may strfggle 
deeply zhile continfing to tfrn tozard 'od.

She conxicted man needs more than wrfstration 
zith  himselw.  He  needs  to  retfrn  to  the  7ord 
in repentance and waith, trfsting the Holy Gpirit 
to worm obedience zhere old habits remain. He 
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can acDnozledge his zeaDness zithoft pretending 
it is harmless or believing that change depends 
entirely fpon his determination. jhristian grozth 
reFfires a zillingness to respond to 'odks zord 
zhile depending on His grace.

Tw  a  man  repeatedly  rewfses  that  correction, 
wrfstration  can  become  a  wamiliar  zay  ow 
responding to liwe. He may begin fsing anger to 
protect his repftation, dewend his decisions, or 
pressfre others into agreement. His concerns may 
sometimes be legitimate,  bft his reactions can 
cafse fnnecessary harm. “eople arofnd him may 
learn to remain Ffiet becafse disagreement brings 
criticism or hostility.

She Ingry 7eader rexects this pattern. He may carry 
responsibility zell in many areas and be recogniAed 
wor  his  ability  to  accomplish  diucflt  zorD.  Bet 
his  strength has  become diucflt  wor  others  to 
approach becafse anger owten accompanies his 
afthority.  Tnstead  ow  helping  people  groz,  his 
reactions may cafse them to hide mistaDes or avoid 
honest conversations.

qames chapter one also instrfcts believers to be 
FficD to hear, sloz to speaD, and sloz to anger. 
She sfrrofnding teaching reminds fs that hfman 
anger does not prodfce the righteofsness ow 'od. 
I man may need to conwront zrongdoing, maDe 
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diucflt decisions, or establish Jrm bofndaries, bft 
those responsibilities do not give him permission 
to  be  controlled  by  hostility.  ?aithwfl  afthority 
reFfires trfth and cofrage shaped by patience and 
selwWcontrol.

Nhen  a  man  becomes  fnzilling  to  receive 
correction,  anger  can  be  ”oined  by  pride.  He 
may  begin  believing  that  his  eCperience  has 
made  him  ziser  than  the  people  arofnd 
him. Idvice weels fnnecessary,  Ffestions seem 
disrespectwfl, and admitting zeaDness becomes 
increasingly fncomwortable. His Dnozledge and 
accomplishments may be real, bft he has allozed 
them to strengthen his conJdence in himselw rather 
than his dependence on 'od.

Shis  is  the  pattern  ow  the  Irrogant  Gage.  He 
has  learned mfch throfgh eCperience bft  has 
become less zilling to learn wrom others. He may 
speaD  zith  certainty  aboft  sitfations  he  does 
not wflly fnderstand or dismiss concerns bewore 
considering  them carewflly.  His  conJdence can 
conceal a grozing fnzillingness to acDnozledge his 
limitations.

“roverbs chapter siCteen, verse eighteen, zarns 
that pride precedes destrfction. She zarning is 
especially important wor a capable man becafse 
sfccess can maDe selwWreliance appear reasonable. 
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He may have  earned respect  throfgh years  ow 
waithwfl zorD, yet those accomplishments do not 
place  him  beyond  the  need  wor  cofnsel  and 
correction. Nisdom remains grofnded in reverence 
wor 'od.

Shese Jve descriptions help fs recogniAe hoz wear, 
misplaced eCpectations, fnresolved conxict, anger, 
and pride can reinworce one another. Shey are not 
a JCed seFfence or a diagnosis to place on another 
man. Gomeone may recogniAe several patterns at 
once, and a diucflt eCperience does not mean 
he zill eventfally become angry or arrogant. She 
wramezorD is fsewfl zhen it helps a man eCamine 
zhether his liwe is becoming increasingly governed 
by selwWprotection.

She gospel gives fs a diPerent wofndation. qesfs 
does  not  simply  oPer  a  more  ePective  zay  to 
manage diucflt emotions or improve relationships. 
He  calls  sinners  to  repent  and believe  in  Him, 
providing worgiveness and reconciliation zith 'od 
throfgh His death and resfrrection. Shose zho 
belong to jhrist receive nez liwe, and the Holy Gpirit 
continfes worming them into His liDeness.

Nhere wear has made trfst diucflt,  a man can 
begin learning to depend on the 7ord. He may 
still  carry painwfl memories and Ffestions that 
remain fnanszered. Srfst does not reFfire him 
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to ignore danger, abandon zisdom, or pretend 
that every relationship is sawe. Tt means bringing 
his fnderstanding ow liwe bewore the character and 
promises ow 'od.

Ne can describe this pattern as the Srfsting GeeDer. 
He remains azare ow his limitations bft is becoming 
more zilling to acDnozledge them bewore the 7ord. 
Tnstead ow bfilding his liwe entirely arofnd zhat he 
can control, he learns to pray, seeD cofnsel, and 
act waithwflly zhen oftcomes remain fncertain. He 
begins recogniAing that dependence on 'od is an 
essential part ow jhristian matfrity.

“salm chapter thirtyWwofr zas zritten in the conteCt 
ow Lavidks deliverance wrom danger. Lavid calls 
others  to  praise  the  7ord  and  remember  His 
goodness, inviting them to taDe rewfge in Him. She 
psalm does not promise that waithwfl people zill 
avoid every hardship. Tt directs them tozard the 
'od zho hears and remains near to those zho 
sfPer.

Is trfst grozs, a manks relationships can begin to 
change. He becomes more zilling to receive love 
zithoft reFfiring another person to remove every 
insecfrity. He can acDnozledge disappointment 
zithoft immediately treating it as re”ection. His 
ability to care wor others grozs as he becomes less 
dependent on their approval.
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She  7oving  Meliever  rexects  this  pattern.  He 
fnderstands that love begins zith zhat 'od has 
shozn throfgh jhrist,  and that  grace  changes 
the zay he treats people. ?irst qohn chapter wofr 
teaches that believers love becafse 'od Jrst loved 
them. She sofrce ow jhristian love is 'odks initiative, 
zhich wrees a man to give generofsly rather than 
constantly measfring zhat he receives.

Shis  Dind  ow  love  becomes  visible  in  ordinary 
relationships.  I  hfsband  listens  to  his 
ziweks  concerns  zithoft  assfming  that  every 
disagreement  threatens  his  zorth.  I  wather 
encofrages his children zhile allozing them to 
groz into people zith responsibilities and decisions 
ow  their  ozn.  I  wriend  remains  present  dfring 
diucflty zithoft reFfiring recognition wor every act 
ow Dindness.

Is  a  man  grozs  in  trfst  and  love,  he  may 
develop  a  steadier  conJdence.  His  secfrity  is 
increasingly grofnded in belonging to jhrist rather 
than  needing  to  prove  his  valfe.  He  becomes 
more zilling to acDnozledge mistaDes and receive 
correction becafse being zrong no longer means 
his  identity  has  collapsed.  He  can  approach 
responsibility zith care zhile recogniAing that he 
still needs zisdom.
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Shis  is  the  pattern  ow  the  jonJdent  Lisciple. 
His  conJdence  shofld  not  be  conwfsed  zith 
independence or a beliew that he has overcome 
every  zeaDness.  She  apostle  “afl  learned  to 
depend  fpon  jhrist  in  the  midst  ow  his 
limitations,  recogniAing  that  the  7ordks  grace 
remained sfucient. jhristian conJdence grozs 
throfgh Dnozing the Gavior rather than becoming 
impressed zith ofrselves.

I  conJdent  disciple  can  admit  that  he  does 
not Dnoz something. He may seeD advice wrom 
a  yofnger  believer,  apologiAe  to  his  children, 
or  change  a  decision  awter  receiving  better 
inwormation. Shose responses do not diminish his 
responsibility. Shey demonstrate that responsibility 
can be carried zith hfmility and a zillingness to 
learn.

Shat postfre also aPects the zay a man eCercises 
inxfence. Nhen he no longer needs afthority to 
prove his importance, he becomes wreer to fse 
it  wor  the  good ow  others.  His  attention  moves 
tozard the people entrfsted to his care and the 
responsibilities  'od has  given him.  7eadership 
becomes an opportfnity wor stezardship rather 
than a position he mfst continfally dewend.

She  Gervant  7eader  demonstrates  this 
fnderstanding ow afthority. qesfs addressed the 



THE TWO PATHS 47

sfb”ect zhen His disciples zere concerned zith 
positions ow honor in His Dingdom. He contrasted 
the rflers ow the nations, zho eCercised afthority 
over others, zith the zay His wollozers zere called 
to live.

ONhoever zofld be great among yof mfst be yofr 
servant.-

8atthez chapter tzenty, verse tzentyWsiC.

qesfs continfed by pointing to His ozn mission 
as the Gon ow 8an zho came to serve and give 
His liwe as a ransom wor many. His teaching aboft 
service therewore rests fpon something greater 
than leadership techniFfe. He is the Gavior zho 
gave Himselw wor sinners, and those zho belong to 
Him are called to rexect His hfmility in the zay they 
eCercise responsibility.

I  wather  serves  throfgh  patient  instrfction, 
protection,  and care  wor  his  wamily.  I  bfsiness 
ozner serves by treating employees wairly, listening 
to concerns, and maDing decisions that recogniAe 
the dignity ow the people aPected. I chfrch leader 
serves  by  helping  others  groz  in  waith  rather 
than gathering more dependence arofnd his ozn 
personality. Each responsibility becomes a place to 
practice the character ow qesfs.
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Rot  every  man  zill  hold  a  wormal  leadership 
position.  Gome  zill  carry  signiJcant  pfblic 
responsibility, zhile others zill serve waithwflly in 
homes, chfrches, zorDplaces, and commfnities 
zithoft recognition. She call to serve applies to 
both. qesfs does not measfre a manks waithwflness 
by the nfmber ow people zho Dnoz his name.

Yver time, that liwe ow trfst, love, conJdence in 
jhrist, and service can prodfce matfre zisdom. I 
man becomes more azare ow his dependence on 
the 7ord, even as his eCperience and responsibilities 
increase.  He listens more carewflly  becafse he 
Dnozs that his fnderstanding remains limited. He 
is  zilling  to  share  zhat  he  has  learned  zhile 
remembering that others may have zisdom he 
needs.

She  Hfmble  Gage  represents  this  pattern.  He 
no  longer  weels  compelled  to  demonstrate 
his  importance  in  every  conversation.  He  can 
encofrage someone elseks grozth, acDnozledge 
fncertainty,  and  remain  waithwfl  zhen  his 
contribftion is overlooDed. His matfrity appears 
throfgh steadiness, gratitfde, and a continfing 
zillingness to receive correction.

“roverbs  chapter  nine,  verse  ten,  teaches  that 
the wear ow the 7ord is the beginning ow zisdom. 
9everence wor 'od remains essential throfghoft 
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a  manks  liwe,  regardless  ow  hoz  mfch  he  has 
learned or accomplished. She matfre disciple never 
reaches a point zhere he no longer needs Gcriptfre, 
prayer, repentance, or jhristian wellozship. 'rozth 
deepens his fnderstanding ow dependence rather 
than removing it.

8ost men zill recogniAe something ow themselves 
in  several  ow  these  descriptions.  I  man  may 
demonstrate hfmility at zorD zhile strfggling zith 
control at home. He may trfst 'od throfgh Jnancial 
fncertainty bft become wearwfl zhen one ow his 
children waces diucflty. Gfch inconsistencies call wor 
honest rexection rather than an attempt to assign 
ofrselves a single permanent label.

She tzo paths are best fnderstood by considering 
zhat ofr repeated responses are prodfcing. Ts a 
man becoming more dewensive or more zilling to 
listen: Loes responsibility maDe him increasingly 
controlling, or is he learning to serve zith patience: 
Nhen he wails, does he protect his image, or does he 
acDnozledge the trfth and retfrn to jhrist:

Shese Ffestions cannot be anszered by eCamining 
oftzard  behavior  alone.  I  man  may  appear 
calm zhile privately holding resentment,  or he 
may eCperience wear zhile continfing to act zith 
cofrage and waith. Ynly 'od Dnozs the heart wflly. 
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Ne can eCamine the wrfit ow ofr lives zith hfmility 
zhile asDing Him to reveal zhat needs correction.

Lavid gives fs langfage wor that Dind ow prayer 
near the end ow “salm one hfndred thirtyWnine. 
Having rexected on the 7ordks Dnozledge ow him, he 
asDs 'od to eCamine his heart and lead him in the 
everlasting zay. His prayer eCpresses a zillingness 
to be Dnozn and corrected by the 'od zho already 
fnderstands him completely.

I  man  can  approach  the  7ord  zith  that  same 
honesty. He may recogniAe that wear has inxfenced 
his choices, pride has aPected his relationships, or 
disappointment has made trfst more diucflt. He 
may also see the zays 'od has been developing 
patience,  love,  and  cofrage  zithin  him.  Moth 
discoveries can deepen his gratitfde wor grace and 
his zillingness to obey.

She direction ow a manks liwe matters becafse his 
character inxfences the people arofnd him. His 
wamily eCperiences the zay he responds fnder 
pressfre. His wriends recogniAe zhether he listens 
and speaDs trfthwflly, and the people zho depend 
on him encofnter the Dind ow afthority he eCercises. 
Yver  time,  ordinary  relationships  reveal  mfch 
aboft the wormation taDing place zithin him.

qesfs  calls  men  to  wolloz  Him  throfgh  those 
ordinary responsibilities. He meets them in their 
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zeaDness, corrects zhat is sinwfl, and continfes 
His zorD throfgh the Holy Gpirit. She goal is not 
to progress throfgh a collection ow labels fntil a 
man can claim to have arrived. Tt is to become more 
liDe jhrist as he learns to live in the grace he has 
received.

Shat  grozth  begins  zith  fnderstanding  zhere 
a  manks  identity  is  wofnd.  Mewore  he  can  carry 
responsibility zith the strength 'od desires, he 
needs to fnderstand zhat it means to belong to 
the ?ather throfgh qesfs jhrist. His zorth and place 
in 'odks wamily cannot be secfred throfgh sfccess, 
independence, or leadership. Shey are received 
throfgh the saving zorD ow the Gon.

She neCt chapter begins there, zith sonship bewore 
strength,  becafse a man zho Dnozs zhom he 
belongs to can begin learning hoz to carry his 
responsibilities in a diPerent zay.



Chapter Three

Sonship Before 
Strength

Most men understand the need for strength. They 
want to carry responsibility, provide for those who 
depend on them, protect what has been entrusted 
to their care, and remain steady when life becomes 
diScult.  ktrength  helps  a  man maGe  decisions 
when circumstances are uncertain and continue 
doing what is right when obedience becomes costly. 
These are worthy desires, especially when they 
grow from love and a sincere desire to serve Yod.

Het strength can become a burden when a man 
begins  using  it  to  establish  his  worth.  We  may 
believe he must always have an answer, remain 
in control, or prove that he is capable of handling 
whatever comes. Chen something goes wrong, he 
feels personally diminished because so much of 
his identity rests on his ability to succeed. The 
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responsibility itself may be good, but the weight he 
has placed upon it becomes diScult to carry.

kcripture gives us a diBerent understanding of 
where Lhristian strength begins. Throughout the 
Jible,  Yod calls  people to courage,  endurance, 
obedience, and faithful service. We also repeatedly 
teaches them to depend upon Wim rather than 
trusting their own ability. The strength needed for a 
faithful life grows from a relationship with the Rord, 
who gives life and sustains those who belong to 
Wim.

Ce see this relationship clearly in the life of zesus. 
Jefore Wis public ministry began, We came to the 
zordan  “iver  to  be  baptiIed  by  zohn.  Matthew 
tells us that when zesus came up from the water, 
the heavens were opened, and the kpirit of Yod 
descended upon Wim liGe a dove. Then a voice from 
heaven declared who We was.

”This  is  my beloved kon,  with  whom F  am well 
pleased.'

Matthew chapter three, verse seventeen.

The jatherqs declaration comes before zesus begins 
the  public  ministry  Matthew will  describe.  The 
temptations in the wilderness, the calling of the 
disciples,  the  teaching,  the  miracles,  and  the 
Oourney toward the cross still lie ahead. zesus does 
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not enter those responsibilities seeGing to discover 
whether We is worthy of the jatherqs love. We is the 
beloved kon, and Wis obedience reveals the perfect 
relationship We has always shared with the jather.

Ce need to understand this carefully. zesus did 
not become Yodqs kon through baptism, faithful 
conduct, or obedience. We is the eternal kon of 
Yod, who tooG on human nature and entered our 
world to accomplish our salvation. The jatherqs 
declaration reveals Wis unixue identity rather than 
granting  Wim  a  status  We  had  not  previously 
possessed.

That distinction matters because believers do not 
become sons of  Yod in  the same way zesus  is 
the  kon.  Ce are  created by  Yod and bear  Wis 
image, but sin has separated humanity from Wim. 
Through zesus Lhrist, sinners can be reconciled 
to the jather and welcomed into Wis family. Aur 
sonship is received through grace and adoption, 
made possible by the saving worG of the eternal 
kon.

zohn ePplains this in the opening chapter of his 
Yospel. Efter declaring that the Cord was with Yod 
and was Yod, he describes the konqs coming into 
the world. kome reOected Wim, but zohn also tells us 
what Yod gives to those who receive Lhrist.
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”Jut to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of Yod.'

zohn chapter one, verse twelve.

zohn continues by ePplaining that this new birth 
comes from Yod. Jelonging to Wis family is not 
determined by ancestry, social standing, personal 
achievement, or the strength of a manqs character. 
Ft comes through receiving zesus Lhrist in faith. 
The foundation of a believerqs identity is therefore 
something Yod has done rather than something he 
has earned.

This truth reaches into one of the deepest struggles 
men can carry. Many learn to measure themselves 
by whether they are useful, respected, successful, 
or needed. Their worG and responsibilities may 
provide meaningful opportunities to serve, but they 
can also become the measure by which they Oudge 
their entire lives. Chen those things change, a man 
may discover that he has very little con-dence apart 
from what he can accomplish.

E man might spend decades building a business and 
providing for his family. We worGs carefully, maGes 
diScult decisions, and taGes satisfaction in Gnowing 
that his eBorts have helped others. Then illness, 
an economic downturn, or an unePpected change 
forces  him  to  step  away  from  responsibilities 
he  once  managed  easily.  We  may  grieve  the 
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loss of meaningful worG, but he may also begin 
xuestioning whether his life still has the same value.

The  gospel  speaGs  directly  to  that  xuestion.  E 
man who belongs  to  Lhrist  remains  a  child  of 
Yod when his abilities change, his worG becomes 
less  visible,  or  his  circumstances  prevent  him 
from  accomplishing  what  he  once  could.  Wis 
responsibilities may be diBerent, and the loss may 
still be painful. Het his place in the jatherqs family is 
not maintained by productivity or recognition.

This  understanding  does  not  maGe  worG 
unimportant. kcripture teaches that believers are 
created in Lhrist zesus for good worGs, and faithful 
service  remains  part  of  Lhristian  discipleship. 
E man should taGe his commitments seriously, 
develop  his  abilities,  and  care  for  the  people 
entrusted to him. Jut those responsibilities become 
healthier when they grow from belonging to Yod 
rather than from a constant need to prove himself.

4aul develops this relationship between identity 
and responsibility in “omans chapter eight. We has 
been ePplaining the worG of the Woly kpirit in those 
who belong to Lhrist. The kpirit brings life, enables 
believers to put sinful deeds to death, and leads 
them as children of Yod. 4aul then describes the 
relationship believers have received through Wim.
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”jor you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall 
bacG into fear, but you have received the kpirit of 
adoption as sons.'

“omans chapter eight, verse -fteen.

4aul continues by describing believers crying out to 
Yod as jather through the kpirit. Wis emphasis is on 
a relationship established through grace. Lhristians 
are no longer to understand their standing before 
Yod as though they remain enslaved to fear. They 
have been welcomed into Wis family through Lhrist 
and are learning to live as people who belong to 
Wim.

The  language  of  adoption  carries  the  promise 
of belonging and inheritance. Fn “omans chapter 
eight, 4aul describes believers as Yodqs children 
and heirs with Lhrist, while also acGnowledging that 
suBering remains part of their present ePperience. 
Jeing adopted by the jather  does not  remove 
hardship or guarantee an easy life. Ft gives believers 
a secure relationship with Yod as they continue 
following zesus through whatever comes.

4aulqs use of the word sons also deserves care. 
Fn its biblical setting, the language emphasiIes the 
standing and inheritance granted to those who 
belong to Lhrist.  That  inheritance is  shared by 
women and men who receive Yodqs grace. The 
Lhristian understanding of sonship therefore does 
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not  suggest  that  men  possess  a  greater  place 
in  Yodqs  family  or  receive  a  form  of  salvation 
unavailable to women.

jor  a  booG  about  manhood,  the  application  is 
personal.  E  Lhristian  man  does  not  need  to 
spend  his  life  trying  to  convince  Yod  that  he 
deserves to be received. Through Lhrist, he has 
been welcomed by the jather, and his obedience 
becomes the response of someone who already 
belongs. We can serve faithfully without turning 
every accomplishment into evidence that  he is 
worthy of love.

That distinction changes the way a man handles 
correction.  Chen  his  identity  depends  upon 
always  appearing  strong,  admitting  a  mistaGe 
can  feel  threatening.  We  may  defend  a  poor 
decision, ePplain away a harsh response, or shift 
responsibility because acGnowledging the truth 
seems too costly. E man who understands the grace 
he has received can admit wrongdoing without 
concluding that his value has disappeared.

The jatherqs love does not ePcuse disobedience. 
kcripture  maGes  clear  that  Yod  disciplines  Wis 
children,  and  that  correction  is  part  of  Wis 
loving worG among them. Webrews chapter twelve 
connects the Rordqs discipline with Wis care and with 
the holiness We desires for Wis people. E secure 
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relationship with the jather gives a man reason to 
receive correction seriously rather than resist it.

This can become visible in ordinary family life. E 
father may speaG impatiently to his child during 
a stressful evening and later recogniIe that his 
response was wrong. We could Oustify himself by 
pointing to the pressure he has been carrying, or 
he could return and asG forgiveness. Wis willingness 
to apologiIe teaches something about the way 
Lhristian strength responds to failure.

The  same  is  true  in  marriage,  friendship,  and 
worG.  E  man  who  can  acGnowledge  that  he 
misunderstood someone creates room for honesty 
in the relationship. We does not need to surrender 
every conviction or agree with every criticism. We 
can listen carefully, consider what is true, and taGe 
responsibility for what belongs to him because his 
identity is held by Lhrist.

Much of this growth involves learning which voices 
deserve  authority  in  our  lives.  5very  man  has 
been in6uenced by what others have said about 
him,  whether those words came from parents, 
teachers, coaches, employers, friends, or people 
who caused him harm. kome words oBered wisdom 
and encouragement, while others may have created 
confusion  or  reinforced  fear.  Aver  time,  those 
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ePperiences can shape what a man ePpects from 
himself and the people around him.

E man who was frexuently praised for achievement 
may  have  learned  to  associate  approval  with 
performance. Enother who received harsh criticism 
may  approach  correction  as  though  it  always 
threatens reOection. These patterns do not ePplain 
every response, but they can help us recogniIe 
why certain situations feel unusually diScult. The 
xuestion is whether those learned ePpectations 
agree with the truth Yod has revealed.

Lhapter Ane considered the beliefs that develop 
beneath a manqs visible story. Were the concern 
is what happens when those beliefs compete with 
the jatherqs word. E man may recogniIe that he 
has spent years measuring his worth by success or 
allowing another personqs reOection to de-ne him. 
We needs more than a reassuring thought to replace 
those assumptions. We needs to return to kcripture 
and learn what Yod has made true through zesus 
Lhrist.

zesus gives us a clear ePample of remaining faithful 
to the jatherqs word. Efter Wis baptism, We was led 
by the kpirit into the wilderness, where the devil 
tempted Wim. Matthew records three temptations 
involving hunger, trust,  authority,  and worship. 
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zesus answered the tempter by returning to what 
Yod had spoGen in kcripture.

The temptations included challenges connected to 
zesusq identity as the kon of Yod. Het We did not 
need to demonstrate Wis konship by obeying the 
tempter or using Wis power for a purpose outside 
the jatherqs will. We remained faithful where Edam 
had fallen,  refusing to ePchange obedience for 
immediate  relief,  recognition,  or  authority.  Wis 
victory reveals Wis faithfulness as our kavior, not 
merely a technixue for resisting pressure.

Men still ePperience pressure to prove themselves 
in  ways that  con6ict  with faithful  obedience.  E 
leader  may  be  tempted  to  ePaggerate  results 
because  he  fears  losing  respect.  E  husband 
may  insist  on  having  the  -nal  word  because 
disagreement maGes him feel weaG. E father may 
push his children toward accomplishments that 
re6ect well on him rather than considering their 
needs and calling before Yod.

Those  pressures  can  be  diScult  to  resist 
because  they  often  appear  alongside  genuine 
responsibilities. 4roviding for a family is good, and 
wise leadership rexuires decisions that will  not 
always please everyone. The problem arises when 
a man allows the desire for approval, control, or 
recognition to govern the way he carries those 
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responsibilities. kcripture calls him to place them 
under the authority of Lhrist.

Rearning  to  recogniIe  that  authority  rexuires 
attention.  zesus  describes  Wis  people  as  sheep 
who Gnow Wim and follow Wim, using the familiar 
relationship between a shepherd and his 6ocG. Fn 
zohn chapter ten, We is speaGing about Wis identity 
as the Yood khepherd and the security of those who 
belong to Wim. We teaches that they are Gnown by 
Wim and respond to Wis voice.

”My sheep hear my voice, and F Gnow them, and they 
follow me.'

zohn chapter ten, verse twenty7seven.

zesus is describing the relationship between Wimself 
and Wis people. Wis words should not be reduced 
to the idea that every inward impression or strong 
feeling is a personal message from Yod. Lhristians 
learn to recogniIe the khepherd through the truth 
We has revealed, especially in kcripture. The Woly 
kpirit worGs in believers as they receive that word, 
pray, and grow in faithful obedience.

This is why the in6uences a man welcomes into 
his life deserve attention. The things he repeatedly 
watches,  listens  to,  reads,  and  discusses  can 
aBect what seems normal or desirable. They may 
encourage gratitude and wisdom, or they may stir 
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resentment, comparison, lust, fear, and pride. E 
man should consider whether his ordinary habits 
are helping him attend to Yodqs truth or maGing it 
easier to ignore.

jor some men, that will mean changing the way 
they  begin  their  day.  They  may  recogniIe  that 
reaching immediately for news, worG messages, 
or social media leaves them anPious before they 
have  considered  the  Rordqs  care.  Athers  may 
need to become more intentional about reading 
kcripture, praying with their families, or spending 
time with mature believers. kuch practices create 
opportunities to hear and respond to Yodqs word.

These habits do not produce adoption into Yodqs 
family. E man does not become more worthy of the 
jatherqs love because he has maintained a perfect 
morning routine or completed a certain amount of 
Jible reading. kpiritual practices belong to the life 
of a disciple who has already received grace. Their 
value is found in helping him remain attentive and 
responsive to the Rord.

The -rst 4salm gives a picture of a life shaped 
by Yodqs instruction. Ft contrasts the person who 
follows the counsel of the wicGed with the person 
who delights in the law of the Rord and meditates 
on it day and night. The psalm then compares the 
faithful person to a tree planted by streams of 
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water. Wis stability is connected to a life rooted in 
Yodqs wisdom.

That picture invites men to ePamine the counsel 
they have learned to trust. Edvice can be useful 
in  business,  family  life,  and countless  practical 
decisions,  but  no  source  of  human  wisdom 
should replace the authority of kcripture. E man 
may  bene-t  from  ePperienced  mentors  while 
still  testing what  he hears  against  Yodqs  word. 
Lhristian maturity involves learning to distinguish 
helpful counsel from in6uences that encourage 
disobedience.

Trusted  relationships  are  especially  important 
because  self7reliance  can  maGe  receiving  help 
uncomfortable.  E  man  may  -nd  it  easier  to 
solve  another  personqs  problem than to  admit 
he  is  uncertain  about  his  own.  We  may  oBer 
encouragement while  xuietly  believing that  his 
struggles should remain private. Het Yod has placed 
believers within a community where they can teach, 
correct, encourage, and carry burdens together.

“eceiving help does not weaGen sonship. E child 
of  Yod  remains  dependent  upon  the  jather, 
and that dependence does not disappear as he 
becomes mature. We may need counsel during a 
diScult decision, accountability when temptation 
becomes persistent, or prayer when circumstances 
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ePceed his ability to respond. Those needs provide 
opportunities  to  practice  humility  within  the 
relationships Yod has given him.

Es a man becomes more settled in his identity in 
Lhrist, his understanding of strength can change. 
We begins  to  see  that  courage may involve  an 
honest confession rather than a forceful defense. 
jaithful leadership may rexuire listening longer 
before maGing a decision. 5ndurance may mean 
continuing  to  love  and  serve  when  his  eBorts 
receive little recognition.

There  will  still  be  times  when  he  feels  afraid 
or  uncertain.  Edoption  into  Yodqs  family  does 
not  remove  human  limitations,  grief,  or  the 
pressures of responsibility. 5ven mature Lhristians 
need encouragement, correction, and the kpiritqs 
continuing  worG.  Their  con-dence  rests  in  the 
faithfulness of the jather rather than their ability to 
remain emotionally steady in every circumstance.

4aul provides further assurance in “omans chapter 
eight when he speaGs about the witness of the Woly 
kpirit. Efter describing the kpirit of adoption, he 
ePplains that the kpirit con-rms the relationship 
believers have received.

”The kpirit himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of Yod.'
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“omans chapter eight, verse siPteen.

The kpiritqs worG is central to Lhristian assurance 
and  formation.  Jelievers  do  not  sustain  their 
relationship with  the jather  through willpower 
alone, nor are they left to discover their identity 
through achievement. Yod has acted through Lhrist 
to save them, and Wis kpirit continues worGing in 
their lives. That assurance invites a response of 
trust, worship, repentance, and obedience.

Ce should not confuse that assurance with the 
absence of  every  doubt  or  emotional  struggle. 
kome believers ePperience strong con-dence, while 
others  pass  through seasons of  uncertainty  or 
spiritual dryness. Their feelings may change, but the 
promises of Yod remain the proper foundation for 
faith. Chen a man struggles, he can return to the 
gospel rather than measuring his standing with Yod 
only by the strength of his emotions.

This  also  guards  against  turning  sonship  into 
another standard men must achieve. E man may 
hear that he should live as a son and begin worrying 
that  he has not  developed enough con-dence, 
peace, or spiritual discipline. kuch pressure would 
return him to the very pattern the gospel is meant 
to correct. Wis place with the jather rests upon zesus 
Lhrist, and growth unfolds as he continues trusting 
and obeying Wim.
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Lonsider how that truth might shape a season 
of  failure.  E man maGes a decision that harms 
his  family  -nancially,  and  he  must  face  the 
consexuences. We cannot use grace as a reason 
to avoid responsibility, but neither must he decide 
that his mistaGe has destroyed his worth. We can 
acGnowledge what happened, seeG wise counsel, 
maGe appropriate changes, and continue serving 
his family in the strength Yod provides.

The  same  truth  can  sustain  him  through 
circumstances he did not choose. E business closes 
despite faithful eBort, an illness limits his abilities, 
or  a  relationship becomes strained in  ways he 
cannot resolve alone. We may grieve deeply and 
face diScult decisions about what comes nePt. Het 
he can bring those burdens before the jather, 
Gnowing that his belonging does not depend upon 
circumstances turning out as he hoped.

Es  you  consider  your  own  life,  notice  where 
responsibility has become closely connected to 
the need to prove yourself. ThinG about how you 
respond when your Oudgment is xuestioned, your 
worG is overlooGed, or your plans fail. Lonsider 
whether you have been listening more closely to 
the ePpectations of others than to what Yod has 
revealed in Wis word. Those moments may reveal 
places where you are still learning to live from the 
identity received through Lhrist.
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The  jather  does  not  call  Wis  children  to  a  life 
without  responsibility.  We forms them to  carry 
what has been entrusted to them with faithfulness, 
courage,  humility,  and  love.  Jut  their  strength 
grows within a relationship established by grace. 
They serve because they belong to Wim, and they 
learn obedience through continued dependence on 
zesus.

That  relationship  also  changes  the  way  a  man 
understands  Yodqs  authority.  The  jather  who 
receives Wis children is holy, good, and worthy of 
reverence. Wis love gives us con-dence to draw 
near, while Wis holiness teaches us to taGe Wis word 
seriously. Ce need both truths if our understanding 
of manhood is to remain faithful to kcripture.

The nePt  chapter  turns  toward the fear  of  the 
Rord, because strength becomes trustworthy when 
a man learns to live with reverence for the Yod who 
has welcomed him through Lhrist.



Chapter Four

The Fear of the Lord

A  man  can  be  strong,  capable,  and  respected 
while still lacking wisdom. He may know how to 
make diucYlt decisions, lead people, and carry 
signifcant responsibility. xears ov eGperience may 
haSe taYght him how to respond Ynder pressYre 
and accomplish what others depend Ypon him to 
do. xet none ov those abilities gYarantees that he is 
liSing vaithvYlly bevore Iod.

zcriptYre places wisdom on a diLerent voYndation. 
Tt begins with recogniBing who Iod is and learning 
to  liSe  in  response  to  His  holiness,  goodness, 
and aYthority. A man who Ynderstands that his 
live belongs to the Ford approaches responsibility 
diLerently  vrom  someone  who  belieSes  he  is 
accoYntable only to himselv.  His decisions may 
look similar vrom the oYtside, bYt the relationship 
goSerning them is diLerent.
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jhe Pible calls this the vear ov the Ford. “or many 
people, the phrase soYnds Yncomvortable becaYse 
vear is YsYally associated with danger, reOection, 
or something we hope to escape. A man who has 
eGperienced harsh aYthority may fnd it especially 
diucYlt to imagine vear belonging within a loSing 
relationship. xet zcriptYre repeatedly describes the 
vear ov the Ford as something good, something that 
leads toward wisdom, live, and vaithvYl obedience.

RroSerbs giSes Ys a place to begin.

Djhe vear ov the F”Wq is the beginning ov wisdom, 
and the knowledge ov the Holy ”ne is insight.C

RroSerbs chapter nine, Serse ten.

jhese words appear in a chapter where wisdom 
and volly are pictYred as competing inSitations. 
Poth call  to those who lack Ynderstanding, bYt 
they  lead  in  Sery  diLerent  directions.  'isdom 
calls people toward instrYction and live, while volly 
oLers what seems appealing withoYt reSealing its 
conse:Yences. jhe vear ov the Ford giSes a person 
the voYndation needed to recogniBe the diLerence.

jhat  voYndation  begins  with  Iod  Himselv.  He 
is  the  !reator  who  giSes  live,  the  Holy  ”ne 
whose character is pervectly good, and the Ford 
whose aYthority eGtends oSer eSerything He has 
made. 'e do not establish what is right throYgh 
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oYr  preverences  or  determine  what  is  wise  by 
considering  only  what  benefts  Ys.  'e  receiSe 
instrYction  vrom  the  ”ne  who  knows  Ys  and 
Ynderstands  the  pYrpose  vor  which  we  were 
created.

jhis changes the way a man Ynderstands matYrity. 
He may become more eGperienced in bYsiness, 
more skilled  in  his  work,  or  more confdent  in 
making decisions as he grows older. jhose abilities 
can serSe others well,  bYt they do not remoSe 
his need vor the Ford. Piblical wisdom continYes 
to begin with reSerence,  eSen avter  a man has 
gained knowledge and carried responsibility vor 
many years.

WeSerence inSolSes recogniBing IodMs holiness and 
responding to Him with worship, trYst, hYmility, 
and obedience. Tt inclYdes a serioYs Ynderstanding 
ov  sin  and accoYntability  withoYt  redYcing  oYr 
relationship with Iod to terror. zcriptYre presents 
the Ford as both holy and mercivYl, and neither 
trYth shoYld be remoSed vrom oYr Ynderstanding 
ov Him. His goodness does not make His aYthority 
less important, and His holiness does not make His 
mercy less real.

TsaiahMs  encoYnter  with  the  Ford  helps  Ys 
Ynderstand why that reSerence matters. Tn Tsaiah 
chapter siG, the prophet describes seeing the Ford 



JESUS & MANHOOD72

seated  Ypon a  throne,  high  and livted  Yp.  jhe 
temple is flled with the soYnd ov heaSenly worship 
as the seraphim proclaim IodMs holiness. Tsaiah 
becomes deeply aware ov his own condition in the 
presence ov the Ford.

He respondsN

D'oe is meJ “or T am lost.C

Tsaiah chapter siG, Serse fSe.

Tsaiah continYes by convessing that he is a man 
ov Ynclean lips liSing among a people ov Ynclean 
lips.  jhe  Sision  has  reSealed  something  aboYt 
Iod,  and that  reSelation has  changed the way 
Tsaiah Ynderstands himselv. ztanding bevore diSine 
holiness, he can no longer treat his own condition 
casYally. He recogniBes that he needs mercy.

jhe accoYnt does not end with TsaiahMs convession. 
”ne ov the seraphim takes a bYrning coal vrom 
the altar and toYches his moYth, annoYncing that 
his gYilt has been remoSed and his sin atoned vor. 
”nly avter this cleansing does Tsaiah hear the FordMs 
:Yestion aboYt whom He will send. Tsaiah responds 
by oLering himselv vor the work Iod has giSen.

jhe order is important. Tsaiah encoYnters IodMs 
holiness, acknowledges his sin, receiSes cleansing, 
and responds to the FordMs call. He does not make 
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himselv worthy throYgh determination or impress 
Iod with his willingness to serSe. His response 
grows vrom what Iod has reSealed and done.

jhis accoYnt was a particYlar prophetic calling, 
and we shoYld not treat TsaiahMs eGperience as a 
pattern eSery belieSer mYst reprodYce. -ost men 
will neSer receiSe a Sision like his or be called to 
the same prophetic ouce. xet the passage reSeals 
the holiness ov Iod and the importance ov receiSing 
mercy bevore carrying responsibility. Eo amoYnt ov 
ability remoSes oYr need to stand hYmbly bevore 
Him.

A  man  may  haSe  considerable  in8Yence  while 
remaining careless aboYt what is happening within 
him. He knows how to make plans and accomplish 
diucYlt work, bYt he has become less attentiSe to 
his motiSes and priSate decisions. Reople respect 
his  competence,  and  that  respect  may  make 
it  easier  vor  him  to  aSoid  correction.  'ithoYt 
reSerence vor Iod, eSen meaningvYl sYccess can 
become an occasion vor pride.

jhe vear ov  the Ford interrYpts that  pattern.  Tt 
reminds a man that his abilities were receiSed and 
that his responsibilities remain sYbOect to IodMs 
aYthority. His decisions aLect real people whose 
dignity matters bevore the Ford. He cannot OYstivy 
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dishonesty,  crYelty,  or  selfsh  ambition  simply 
becaYse his eLorts prodYce Sisible resYlts.

jhis becomes especially important in the parts 
ov  live  other  people  cannot  easily  obserSe.  A 
man may speak carevYlly in pYblic while allowing 
resentment to grow priSately.  He may condYct 
bYsiness honestly when others are watching bYt 
become willing to bend the trYth when discoSery 
seems Ynlikely. He may be generoYs when people 
notice and relYctant to help when his contribYtion 
will remain Ynknown.

zcriptYre giSes the hidden live importance becaYse 
Iod sees what others do not. jhat trYth shoYld lead 
Ys toward honesty rather than a constant eLort to 
manage appearances. A man who vears the Ford 
begins to eGamine his decisions according to what 
pleases Iod, eSen when no one else knows what 
he is choosing. His integrity becomes an eGpression 
ov worship rather than a strategy vor protecting his 
repYtation.

RroSerbs chapter siGteen connects the vear ov the 
Ford with tYrning away vrom eSil. jhe same chapter 
also  addresses  pride,  OYstice,  speech,  and  the 
plans people make. 'isdom reaches into ordinary 
condYct becaYse reSerence vor Iod changes what 
a  person  considers  acceptable.  jhe  man  who 
recogniBes the FordMs holiness cannot treat sin as 
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harmless simply becaYse its conse:Yences haSe 
not yet become Sisible.

jhat  does  not  mean  a  vaithvYl  man  becomes 
incapable ov sin. !hristians continYe to strYggle 
with  temptation,  and  eSen  matYre  belieSers 
need repentance and correction. jhe diLerence 
is  that  they  are  learning  to  take  IodMs  word 
serioYsly instead ov becoming comvortable with 
disobedience.  'hen  sin  is  eGposed,  they  haSe 
reason to tYrn toward the Ford in convession rather 
than protect the appearance ov righteoYsness.

jhis is where the preSioYs chapterMs teaching aboYt 
sonship becomes important. jhroYgh 9esYs !hrist, 
belieSers haSe been welcomed into the “atherMs 
vamily  and  giSen  the  zpirit  ov  adoption.  jhey 
can approach Iod with confdence becaYse their 
relationship rests Ypon !hristMs saSing work. jhat 
confdence belongs alongside reSerence vor the 
”ne who has receiSed them.

A loSing vather does not become less worthy ov 
honor becaYse his children know they belong to 
him. Tn a healthy vamily, loSe proSides secYrity while 
also giSing meaning to instrYction, correction, and 
responsibility. zcriptYre Yses the langYage ov IodMs 
vatherly discipline to describe His commitment to 
the good ov His children. He is vorming them in 
holiness rather than leaSing them Ynchanged.
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HYman vathers are impervect, and some men carry 
painvYl eGperiences ov aYthority that was harsh, 
Ynpredictable, or abYsiSe. IodMs vatherhood shoYld 
neSer be Ysed to eGcYse that behaSior or sYggest 
that vear ov mistreatment is the same as biblical 
reSerence. 'e Ynderstand the “ather most clearly 
throYgh 9esYs !hrist, who reSeals His character and 
brings Ys into vellowship with Him. His holiness is 
pervectly Ooined to His righteoYsness, wisdom, and 
loSe.

jhe Eew jestament holds these trYths together. 
Reter reminds belieSers that they call Ypon Iod as 
“ather while also liSing bevore the ”ne who OYdges 
impartially. Tn “irst Reter chapter one, he calls them 
to condYct themselSes with vear dYring their time 
on earth. He then directs their attention to the 
precioYs blood ov !hrist throYgh which they haSe 
been redeemed.

Reter  is  writing  to  people  who  belong  to  Iod 
and haSe been giSen a liSing hope throYgh the 
resYrrection  ov  9esYs.  His  call  to  reSerence  is 
therevore groYnded in grace. jhe “ather who has 
redeemed His people is worthy ov their obedience, 
and the cost ov their redemption giSes them reason 
to take holiness serioYsly. !hristian assYrance and 
reSerence are intended to grow together.
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9esYs Himselv giSes Ys the clearest Ynderstanding 
ov vaithvYl obedience. As the eternal zon, He has 
always shared pervect vellowship with the “ather. Tn 
His earthly live, He obeyed the “atherMs will withoYt 
sin, eSen when that obedience inSolSed sYLering. 
His sYrrender reSeals a vaithvYlness that no other 
man has eSer accomplished.

Tn the garden bevore His arrest, 9esYs prayed aboYt 
the sYLering that lay ahead. FYke describes His 
angYish  as  He  vaced  the  cYp  He  had  come  to 
bear. 9esYs sYbmitted His will to the “ather while 
approaching the cross that woYld accomplish oYr 
salSation.

DEeSertheless, not my will, bYt yoYrs, be done.C

FYke chapter twenty:two, Serse vorty:two.

jhese words are part ov 9esYsM prayer as He vaces the 
sYLering ov the cross. jhey shoYld not be separated 
vrom His Yni:Ye mission or redYced to a general 
lesson aboYt accepting whateSer happens in live. 
9esYs was vYlflling the “atherMs  saSing pYrpose 
throYgh His SolYntary obedience. His sYrrender 
proSides the voYndation ov oYr redemption and 
reSeals the pervect vaithvYlness ov the zon.

His  eGample  also  shapes  the  way  belieSers 
Ynderstand  obedience.  A  man  may  sincerely 
desire  a  particYlar  oYtcome  while  recogniBing 
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that  vaithvYlness re:Yires a diLerent response. 
He may need to tell  the trYth when dishonesty 
woYld protect him, sYrrender an ambition that has 
become Ynhealthy, or accept a responsibility he 
woYld rather aSoid. “ollowing !hrist re:Yires trYst 
in IodMs wisdom when oYr desires pYll in another 
direction.

jhe vear ov the Ford also changes the in8Yence 
that other peopleMs opinions haSe oSer Ys. ;Sery 
man liSes within relationships where approSal and 
criticism matter. He wants to be respected by his 
vamily, Ynderstood by his vriends, and trYsted by 
those who depend Ypon him. jhese desires can be 
good, bYt they become dangeroYs when another 
personMs approSal begins to goSern his obedience.

A man may aSoid a necessary conSersation becaYse 
he vears disappointing someone. He may agree 
to something he belieSes is wrong becaYse the 
people aroYnd him eGpect it. Tn a leadership role, 
he may become more concerned with protecting his 
position than addressing behaSior that is harming 
others. “ear ov people can in8Yence a decision long 
bevore a man recogniBes what has happened.

RroSerbs chapter twenty:nine, Serse twenty:fSe, 
warns that the vear ov man lays a snare, while trYst 
in the Ford proSides savety. jhe image is YsevYl 
becaYse a snare restricts moSement. A man who 
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is controlled by approSal may veel vree to act only 
when he belieSes others will sYpport him. His desire 
to aSoid reOection begins limiting his willingness to 
obey Iod.

WeSerence  vor  the  Ford  proSides  a  diLerent 
measYre. A man still  listens to people, receiSes 
adSice,  and  takes  serioYsly  the  eLects  ov  his 
decisions. He shoYld not Yse the claim that he 
answers to Iod as an eGcYse to dismiss concerns 
or revYse accoYntability. xet he learns that the fnal 
aYthority oSer his live belongs to the Ford rather 
than the opinions ov a particYlar groYp.

jhis  can  be  tested  in  ordinary  responsibilities. 
A bYsiness owner may discoSer that a practice 
commonly accepted in his indYstry is misleading 
cYstomers.  He  has  an  opportYnity  to  make  a 
change, eSen iv doing so costs money or creates 
tension with colleagYes. His decision shoYld be 
invormed  by  vacts  and  wise  coYnsel,  bYt  his 
commitment to honesty mYst not depend entirely 
Ypon whether others approSe.

A vather may vace a diLerent kind ov pressYre. 
He  wants  his  children  to  sYcceed  and  may  be 
tempted to measYre his own vaithvYlness throYgh 
their accomplishments. WeSerence vor Iod helps 
him remember that his responsibility is to loSe, 
instrYct, protect, and encoYrage them in the Ford. 
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His children are people entrYsted to his care, not 
eSidence he mYst present to proSe his worth.

A  hYsband  who  vears  the  Ford  also  considers 
how he Yses  his  strength and in8Yence within 
marriage.  He cannot claim to honor Iod while 
treating his wive with contempt, manipYlation, or 
intimidation. His words and decisions mYst re8ect 
the selv:giSing loSe and trYthvYlness zcriptYre calls 
belieSers to practice. Wesponsibility bevore the Ford 
shoYld make him more attentiSe to her dignity and 
well:being.

jhese eGamples show that the vear ov the Ford 
is  not  confned  to  worship  serSices  or  priSate 
prayer. Tt reaches into fnancial decisions, vamily 
relationships, conSersations, habits, and the way a 
man handles aYthority. jhe same Iod who hears 
his prayers also sees how he treats people when he 
is tired or vrYstrated. WeSerence brings those parts 
ov live together Ynder one Ford.

jhat kind ov live does not re:Yire constant anGiety 
aboYt whether Iod is pleased with eSery small 
decision. zcriptYre giSes clear commands, calls vor 
wisdom in matters where circYmstances diLer, and 
reminds belieSers that their hope rests in !hrist. A 
man can act thoYghtvYlly withoYt becoming trapped 
in endless selv:eGamination. He seeks to obey what 
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Iod has reSealed and receiSes His mercy when he 
recogniBes that he has vallen short.

RroSerbs  also  makes  a  sYrprising  connection 
between reSerence and secYrity. 'e might eGpect 
the vear ov the Ford to make a person more timid or 
Yncertain, bYt biblical wisdom presents a diLerent 
resYlt.

DTn the vear ov the F”Wq one has strong confdence, 
and his children will haSe a revYge.C

RroSerbs chapter voYrteen, Serse twenty:siG.

jhe  proSerb  connects  reSerence  vor  Iod  with 
confdence and the good ov those who depend 
Ypon  a  person.  Tts  langYage  is  not  a  promise 
that  eSery  vaithvYl  manMs  children  will  escape 
hardship or  that  his  vamily  will  neSer  sYLer.  Tt 
teaches that vearing the Ford proSides a trYstworthy 
voYndation vor live. zecYrity grows vrom depending 
Ypon Iod rather than attempting to control eSery 
circYmstance.

jhat  confdence can make a  man more  willing 
to  receiSe  correction.  He  does  not  need to  be 
the wisest person in eSery conSersation or devend 
eSery  decision  he  has  made.  'hen  a  trYsted 
vriend identifes a concern, he can listen withoYt 
immediately treating it as an attack. His standing 



JESUS & MANHOOD82

bevore Iod rests Ypon !hrist, and reSerence giSes 
him reason to take the trYth serioYsly.

jhe same postYre helps him respond when he 
has sinned. He may need to convess dishonesty, 
apologiBe vor a harsh response, or acknowledge 
that  his  priSate  habits  haSe  been  pYlling  him 
away vrom vaithvYl  obedience.  jhose steps can 
be Yncomvortable, particYlarly when conse:Yences 
remain.  xet  repentance  is  part  ov  the  live  ov 
someone who knows both the holiness and mercy 
ov Iod.

Tsaiah retYrns to this relationship between hYmility 
and reSerence near the end ov his book. Tn Tsaiah 
chapter siGty:siG, the Ford declares that heaSen is 
His throne and the earth His vootstool. Eo bYilding 
made  by  hYman  hands  can  contain  Him,  and 
nothing people oLer can establish His greatness. 
He then directs attention toward the person who is 
hYmble, contrite, and attentiSe to His word.

jhe contrast  is  striking.  jhe !reator ov  heaSen 
and earth does not need hYman achieSement to 
establish His glory. He looks with vaSor Ypon the 
person who approaches Him with hYmility and 
receiSes His word serioYsly. WeSerence therevore 
reaches beyond impressiSe religioYs actiSity into 
the postYre ov a personMs heart.
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-en can become skilled at religioYs actiSity while 
remaining resistant to IodMs correction. jhey may 
know vamiliar passages, participate in ministry, and 
speak confdently aboYt !hristian responsibility. 
jhose  actiSities  can  be  good,  bYt  they  cannot 
replace hYmility bevore the Ford. A man who vears 
Iod remains willing to let zcriptYre eGamine his 
assYmptions and direct his condYct.

jhis postYre giSes strength a proper pYrpose. A 
capable man can Yse his abilities to serSe withoYt 
belieSing he is beyond correction. He can carry 
aYthority withoYt treating others as thoYgh they 
eGist  to adSance his  ambitions.  He can endYre 
diucYlty withoYt pretending he neSer needs help. 
His growing wisdom becomes Sisible in the way he 
responds to Iod and the people entrYsted to his 
care.

WeSerence  also  reminds  Ys  that  we  remain 
Ynfnished disciples. jhere may be seasons when a 
man recogniBes signifcant growth in his character 
and  others  when  an  old  temptation  becomes 
YneGpectedly  diucYlt.  He  may  need  to  retYrn 
to  a  trYth  he  has  known  vor  years  or  seek 
help with something he belieSed he had already 
oSercome.  jhe  vear  ov  the  Ford  encoYrages 
continYed repentance and dependence rather than 
confdence that matYrity has made him spiritYally 
independent.
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As yoY consider yoYr own live,  think aboYt the 
decisions yoY make when the approSal ov others is 
Yncertain. Eotice whether yoYr work, relationships, 
and priSate habits re8ect the same conSictions yoY 
provess in pYblic. !onsider how yoY respond when 
zcriptYre challenges something yoY want or when 
someone raises a concern yoY woYld rather aSoid. 
jhose moments can reSeal whether reSerence vor 
Iod is shaping the way yoY carry responsibility.

xoY may recogniBe areas where yoY haSe grown 
comvortable with compromise or allowed sYccess 
to  make yoY less  teachable.  xoY may also  see 
eSidence ov IodMs grace in a greater willingness 
to speak trYthvYlly,  receiSe correction, or serSe 
withoYt recognition. Pring both discoSeries bevore 
the Ford. IiSe thanks vor His work and respond 
honestly whereSer His word calls vor repentance.

jhe vear ov  the Ford brings a man back to the 
”ne who created him, redeemed him, and remains 
worthy ov his obedience. Tt teaches him to receiSe 
strength as a responsibility rather than a reason 
vor pride. Tt giSes him coYrage to liSe trYthvYlly 
when compromise woYld be easier and hYmility 
to acknowledge that he still needs grace. 'isdom 
begins with recogniBing IodMs holiness and learning 
to liSe beneath His aYthority.
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xet eSen a man who Ynderstands these trYths 
may carry eGperiences that make openness and 
trYst diucYlt. He may recogniBe IodMs goodness 
while continYing to protect parts ov his live vrom 
the attention ov others. jhose patterns deserSe 
carevYl eGamination becaYse what a man hides can 
in8Yence how he responds to loSe, correction, and 
responsibility.

jhe neGt chapter will eGplore the woYnd and the 
mask, considering how painvYl eGperiences and 
selv:protection can shape a manMs live and how the 
trYth and grace ov !hrist call him toward greater 
honesty.



Chapter Five

The Wound and the 
Mask

Most men learn how to protect themselves long 
before they understand why they feel the need 
to  do  so.  Some  learn  to  remain  quiet  when 
a conversation becomes uncomfortable. Others 
work harder, become more controlling, or keep 
their relationships at a distance. Over time, these 
responses can become so familiar that they begin 
to feel like part of a man's personality rather than 
something he learned through experience.

Protection is not always a problem. A man should 
recognize danger, exercise wisdom, and establish 
appropriate  boundaries  when  circumstances 
require them. There are people and situations that 
should not be trusted, and Scripture never calls us 
to ignore the diYerence. Cet sometimes the ways a 
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man learned to protect himself continue inWuencing 
his life long after the original danger has passed.

A man may have been criticized repeatedly as a 
boy and now struggles to receive correction from 
people who genuinely care about him. Another 
may have experienced betrayal and Lnds it di:cult 
to  trust  even  those  who  have  demonstrated 
consistent  faithfulness.  Someone  who  learned 
to  receive  attention  through  achievement  may 
continue working beyond what is healthy because 
slowing down makes him feel insigniLcant. These 
responses often have a history, even when that 
history has become di:cult to recognize.

The previous chapters have considered the stories 
men carry, the paths they follow, and the identity 
believers receive through Ghrist. Ee have also seen 
how the fear of the Hord gives wisdom a foundation 
beyond personal experience. Those truths prepare 
us to examine another part of a man's life“ the 
diYerence between what he carries within and what 
he allows other people to see.

Scripture introduces the experience of hiding in the 
opening chapters of Renesis. Adam and Dve had 
received life from Rod and were living within the 
goodness of ”is creation. Renesis chapter two ends 
by describing the man and his wife as naked and 
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unashamed. Their relationship with Rod and one 
another had not yet been disrupted by sin.

Then they disobeyed the Hord's command. Renesis 
chapter three records their  decision to eat the 
forbidden fruit, their awareness of nakedness, and 
their attempt to cover themselves. Ehen they heard 
the Hord Rod walking in the garden, they hid among 
the trees.

Renesis chapter three, verse eight, describes that 
moment“

-And the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the HO?j Rod among the trees of the 
garden.I

Their hiding followed an act of disobedience, and 
the passage should Lrst be understood within the 
biblical account of humanity's fall. Adam and Dve 
had sinned against Rod, and their fear could not 
resolve  what  they  had done.  They  could  cover 
themselves and withdraw from ”is presence, but 
neither action could restore their broken fellowship 
with ”im.

Ehen the Hord called to Adam, ”e brought the truth 
into the open. Adam acknowledged that he had 
been afraid and had hidden himself. Cet when Rod 
confronted his disobedience, Adam began shifting 
responsibility toward Dve. The account reveals how 
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quickly  sin  can  aYect  our  willingness  to  stand 
honestly before Rod and one another.

The  garden  does  not  provide  a  complete 
explanation  for  every  form  of  emotional 
selfUprotection.  People  sometimes  withdraw 
because they have been mistreated, threatened, 
or  placed  in  situations  where  openness  would 
be unsafe. Their need for protection should not 
be  confused  with  Adam's  attempt  to  hide  his 
sin. Still, the account introduces a question that 
remains important“ what happens when fear begins 
governing what a person is willing to revealB

Many  men  have  experienced  moments  that 
changed the way they understood trust. A father's 
absence may have left questions that were never 
answered. ”arsh words from someone important 
may  have  shaped  a  boy's  sense  of  worth.  A 
friendship  may  have  ended  through  betrayal, 
or  a  marriage  may  have  become  a  place  of 
disappointment rather than the security a man 
expected.

Sometimes the di:cult experience is something 
that happened. At other times, a man grieves what 
he needed but did not receive. ”e may have grown 
up in a home where practical needs were met but 
aYection was rarely expressed. ”is parents may 
have loved him sincerely while lacking the maturity 
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or understanding to encourage him in ways he 
needed.

Those  experiences  deserve  honest  attention 
because suYering can leave lasting eYects. Cet we 
should be careful about treating every hardship as 
though it produces the same response. Men diYer 
in temperament, relationships, circumstances, and 
the  support  available  to  them.  One  man  may 
become more open and compassionate through 
suYering, while another Lnds that trust has become 
di:cult.

A wound does not determine a man's future, but it 
can inWuence the strategies he develops to navigate 
life. Ehat begins as an understandable response 
to a di:cult  situation may gradually  become a 
pattern that limits healthy relationships. A man may 
become so accustomed to protecting himself that 
he struggles to recognize when protection is no 
longer necessary. The response becomes familiar, 
and familiarity can make it di:cult to question.

Ee can use the word mask to describe some of 
these patterns. A mask is the version of himself 
a  man  presents  when  he  believes  being  fully 
known would expose him to reJection, humiliation, 
or  another  painful  experience.  Ft  may  involve 
deliberate  dishonesty,  but  it  can  also  develop 
through habits he barely notices. ”e has learned 
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how to appear capable, agreeable, independent, or 
unaYected while concealing something he does not 
know how to address.

One  common  form  of  selfUprotection  is 
control.  A  man  may  discover  that  keeping 
everything organized helps him feel secure when 
circumstances are uncertain. ”e plans carefully, 
pays attention to details, and works to prevent 
avoidable problems. Those abilities can be valuable, 
particularly when he carries responsibility for other 
people.

The di:culty begins when control becomes the 
way  he  manages  fear.  ”e  may  struggle  to 
delegate  responsibilities  or  become  impatient 
when  someone  approaches  a  task  diYerently. 
Nnexpected changes can feel threatening because 
they expose the limits of  his  ability  to manage 
outcomes. Ehat others experience as excessive 
control may be connected to a deeper fear that 
something painful will  happen if  he relaxes his 
attention.

Another man learns to protect himself through 
performance. ”e may have discovered early that 
accomplishment brought praise and recognition. 
Eorking  hard  became  a  way  to  receive 
encouragement,  and  success  helped  him  feel 
conLdent in his place among others. As an adult, 
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he may continue pursuing meaningful goals while 
quietly depending upon achievement to tell him he 
matters.

This can be especially di:cult to recognize because 
diligence  and perseverance  are  good qualities. 
Scripture  commends faithful  work,  responsible 
stewardship, and the willingness to serve. Cet a 
man can practice those things while also asking 
his  accomplishments  to  establish  his  identity. 
Ehen performance becomes a mask, rest feels 
threatening because it removes the activity through 
which he has learned to measure himself.

Anger can serve a similar purpose. A man who 
has experienced humiliation or helplessness may 
discover that anger creates distance and makes 
others less likely to question him. ”e learns to 
respond forcefully before anyone can see that he 
feels uncertain or hurt. Over time, the reaction may 
become so familiar that he no longer recognizes the 
fear or disappointment beneath it.

Nnderstanding the possible source of anger does 
not excuse its consequences. A man's family should 
not  have to  live  cautiously  around his  temper, 
and those  under  his  authority  should  not  fear 
humiliation when they make a mistake. Scripture 
calls  believers  to  put  away  destructive  anger 
and practice patience, gentleness, and selfUcontrol. 
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?ecognizing the fear beneath a reaction is valuable 
when it helps a man take responsibility and pursue 
change.

Other men respond to di:culty by withdrawing. 
After  experiencing  betrayal  or  repeated 
disappointment,  a  man  may  decide  that  close 
relationships demand more than he is willing to 
risk. ”e remains friendly and dependable but avoids 
conversations that reveal what he truly thinks or 
feels. People may enJoy his company while knowing 
little about the struggles he carries.

jistance can protect someone from further harm in 
an unsafe situation, and there are times when it is 
wise. 9ut when withdrawal becomes a response to 
every possibility of disappointment, it can prevent 
healthy relationships from developing. A man may 
long for  friendship  while  consistently  declining 
the opportunities through which trust is built. ”is 
loneliness remains, even though his habits continue 
keeping people at a distance.

Some men protect themselves by pleasing others. 
A man may have learned that agreement reduced 
conWict in his home or that saying no led to criticism. 
As an adult,  he becomes skilled at  anticipating 
what people want and providing it before they ask. 
Others appreciate his willingness to help, but he 
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may carry obligations he never had the freedom to 
consider honestly.

A  generous  spirit  is  a  gift,  and  Ghristian  love 
often  requires  personal  sacriLce.  Cet  genuine 
service diYers from living under the constant fear 
of  disappointing  people.  A  man  may  agree  to 
responsibilities he cannot fulLll well because he 
cannot bear the possibility of reJection. ”is outward 
cooperation can gradually  conceal  resentment, 
exhaustion, and an inability to communicate his 
actual limitations.

Perfectionism oYers another form of protection. 
A  man  may  believe  that  mistakes  make 
him  vulnerable  to  criticism  or  prove  that  he 
is  inadequate.  ”e  reviews  every  detail,  sets 
demanding expectations, and struggles to accept 
work  that  is  good  without  being  Wawless.  ”is 
attention to quality may beneLt others, but the 
constant pressure can leave little room for learning 
or rest.

These patterns can overlap, and none should be 
used as a permanent label. A man may become 
controlling  in  one  relationship  and  withdrawn 
in another. ”e may work excessively while also 
seeking approval from people whose opinions carry 
unusual weight. The important question is whether 
a familiar response is helping him live faithfully 
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or preventing him from addressing something that 
needs care.

The mask may even receive praise. A man who 
never  asks  for  help  may  be  admired  for  his 
independence.  Someone who works constantly 
may be celebrated for his dedication, while a man 
who avoids disagreement may be described as 
unusually easy to work with. The outward behavior 
can  appear  admirable  even when it  carries  an 
unhealthy dependence on approval, control, or the 
need to avoid vulnerability.

This is why examining a mask requires discernment 
rather than suspicion. Ee should not assume that 
every accomplished man is hiding insecurity or 
that  every  quiet  man is  avoiding relationships. 
People  have  diYerent  gifts,  personalities,  and 
circumstances. ?eWection becomes useful when a 
man can identify a speciLc response, consider what 
inWuences it, and examine whether that response 
agrees with Scripture.

:esus  shows us  what  it  means  to  meet  people 
with  both  truth  and  love.  The  Rospels  record 
”is encounters with people whose circumstances, 
reputations, and choices were known to others. 
”e neither reduced them to those histories nor 
pretended  that  sin  and  misplaced  trust  were 
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unimportant.  ”e addressed what was true and 
called them to respond to ”im.

Mark describes a wealthy man who came to :esus 
asking what  he must  do to  inherit  eternal  life. 
”e approached :esus with a serious question and 
spoke about the commandments he had kept. The 
conversation revealed a man whose outward moral 
conLdence concealed an allegiance he was not 
ready to surrender.

Mark  records  an  important  detail  about  :esus' 
response“

-And :esus, looking at him, loved himI

Mark chapter ten, verse twentyUone.

:esus then told the man to sell what he possessed, 
give to the poor, and follow ”im. The man went 
away sorrowful because he had great possessions. 
:esus  did  not  a:rm  him  merely  to  preserve  a 
comfortable conversation, and ”is love did not 
prevent ”im from identifying what stood between 
the man and following ”im.

This encounter concerns wealth, eternal life, and 
the danger of trusting possessions. Ee should not 
turn it into a general claim that every successful 
person hides a particular emotional wound. Fts 
signiLcance here is the way :esus lovingly confronts 
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what a person is unwilling to surrender. ”is truth 
reaches deeper than the outward appearance of 
obedience.

The encounter also reminds us that love does not 
guarantee an immediate response. :esus spoke 
truthfully, and the man walked away sorrowful. 
Scripture  does  not  tell  us  that  he  eventually 
returned or that the conversation produced the 
change  :esus  called  for.  Ee  should  resist  the 
temptation to invent an ending that makes the story 
more comfortable.

;or  a  man  who  has  lived  behind  a  mask,  the 
thought of becoming honest can be uncomfortable. 
”e  may  fear  what  will  happen  if  he  admits 
that his conLdence has been shaken or that his 
relationships are not as healthy as they appear. 
”e  may  worry  that  acknowledging  weakness 
will  cost  him  respect.  Those  concerns  deserve 
careful consideration, especially when his previous 
experiences have taught him that openness can be 
misused.

:esus does not call believers to abandon wisdom 
or  expose  every  private  detail  to  anyone  who 
asks.  There  is  a  diYerence  between  hiding  sin 
and protecting information that  should remain 
conLdential. A man can establish boundaries with 
someone  who  has  mistreated  him  while  still 
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living truthfully before Rod. ”onest discipleship 
requires wisdom about whom to trust and what 
responsibility each relationship should carry.

The apostle :ohn gives us important language for 
living truthfully. Fn his Lrst letter, he addresses the 
relationship between fellowship with Rod and the 
way believers respond to sin. ”e warns against 
claiming  to  walk  with  Rod  while  continuing  in 
darkness,  then points to the cleansing work of 
Ghrist.

-9ut if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
:esus his Son cleanses us from all sin.I

;irst :ohn chapter one, verse seven.

:ohn's teaching is grounded in the character of 
Rod and the saving work of :esus. Ealking in the 
light involves living according to the truth Rod has 
revealed rather than denying or concealing sin. 
;ellowship and cleansing are possible because of 
Ghrist, whose blood provides what human eYort 
cannot accomplish.  The passage calls  believers 
toward honest obedience without suggesting that 
they must become sinless before approaching Rod.

:ohn continues by warning that claiming to have 
no sin is selfUdeception. ”e then gives believers a 
promise rooted in Rod's faithfulness.
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-Ff we confess our sins, he is faithful and Just to 
forgive  us  our  sins  and  to  cleanse  us  from all 
unrighteousness.I

;irst :ohn chapter one, verse nine.

Gonfession means agreeing with Rod about what 
is  true.  A  man  no  longer  needs  to  defend  a 
sinful response or pretend that his choices have 
not aYected others. ”e can acknowledge what he 
has done and receive the forgiveness found in 
Ghrist. That assurance gives him reason to pursue 
change without believing that his standing before 
Rod  depends  upon  maintaining  an  impressive 
appearance.

<ot every painful experience requires confession, 
because  suYering  harm  is  not  the  same  as 
committing sin.  A man who has been betrayed 
does not need to confess another person's betrayal 
as  though  it  were  his  responsibility.  ”e  may 
need support, protection, time to grieve, or help 
rebuilding his sense of safety. Ff he has responded 
sinfully, he can take responsibility for that response 
without accepting blame for the original harm.

This  distinction  is  especially  important  when 
spiritual language is used carelessly. A man should 
never  be  pressured  to  return  to  an  abusive 
relationship  or  remove  necessary  boundaries 
because  someone  tells  him  that  honesty, 
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forgiveness,  or  trust  requires  it.  ;orgiveness 
does  not  automatically  restore  access,  and 
reconciliation ordinarily involves truth, repentance, 
and meaningful change. Ghristian love must remain 
attentive to the safety and dignity of those who have 
been harmed.

;or some men, the Lrst step toward living more 
openly may be a conversation with a trusted friend 
or  pastor.  They  may  recognize  that  a  familiar 
response has begun aYecting their marriage, their 
children, or their ability to receive help. Speaking 
honestly  can  create  room  for  encouragement, 
prayer,  and  accountability.  The  goal  is  to  Lnd 
relationships where truth can be received with 
discretion and care.

Other  situations  call  for  additional  support. 
Dxperiences involving abuse, trauma, or deeply 
rooted patterns may require qualiLed professional 
care alongside the encouragement of  Ghristian 
community. Seeking such help can be a responsible 
expression of wisdom. The Hord has not called men 
to prove their strength by refusing assistance when 
they need it.

Spiritual  growth also requires  patience.  A  man 
may recognize the purpose a particular mask once 
served long before he learns a diYerent way to 
respond. ”e may apologize for an angry reaction 
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and later discover that his anger still rises when he 
feels criticized. That does not make his repentance 
meaningless, but it does remind him that faithful 
change often involves repeated obedience and 
continued dependence on Rod.

The  ”oly  Spirit  remains  at  work  in  those  who 
belong to Ghrist. ”e leads believers toward truth, 
convicts them of sin, and produces the fruit of godly 
character. A man can respond to that work through 
prayer, Scripture, confession, wise counsel, and the 
practice of obedience. These are not methods for 
earning Rod's love but ways of participating in the 
life Ghrist has given him.

Rrowth may become visible in ordinary moments. 
A man who usually responds defensively begins 
listening long enough to understand a concern. 
Someone who has always felt compelled to say yes 
learns to communicate a reasonable limit without 
resentment. A father who once used anger to end 
a di:cult conversation returns to his child with 
patience and a willingness to repair what happened.

These changes may seem small compared with 
the weight  of  a  man's  history.  Cet  they matter 
because they represent a diYerent response to 
situations  that  once  seemed  to  leave  him  no 
choice. ”e is learning to act from truth rather than 
simply repeating what has become familiar. Over 
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time, those responses can contribute to healthier 
relationships and a more faithful life.

”ealing should not be presented as a guaranteed 
result  of  discovering  the  right  explanation  for 
a  wound.  Some  men  experience  signiLcant 
restoration, while others continue carrying pain 
that  requires  attention  throughout  their  lives. 
Scripture gives believers reason for hope without 
promising that every struggle will disappear before 
Ghrist returns. Rod's faithfulness is not measured 
by how quickly a di:cult memory loses its inWuence.

The gospel gives us a deeper promise. :esus has 
acted to reconcile sinners to Rod, and those who 
belong to ”im receive new life through ”is grace. 
Their experiences matter, but those experiences do 
not have authority to replace their identity in Ghrist. 
”is Spirit continues forming them as they learn to 
live within the truth ”e has revealed.

As you consider your own life, pay attention to 
the ways you respond when you feel threatened, 
criticized, disappointed, or overlooked. Ask whether 
the response is appropriate to the situation or 
whether it has become a familiar form of protection. 
Cou may discover that something you have always 
considered  part  of  your  personality  developed 
through experiences you have rarely examined. 
Cou may also  recognize  ways  Rod has  already 
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brought greater honesty, patience, and trust into 
your relationships.

9ring those discoveries before the Hord without 
rushing to explain everything. Thank ”im for the 
wisdom  and  resilience  you  have  received,  and 
acknowledge where fear or sin has inWuenced your 
choices. Seek help where you need it, and remain 
willing  to  take responsibility  for  the ways your 
actions aYect others. Cou do not need to present 
a Lnished version of yourself in order to continue 
following :esus.

The  wound  and  the  mask  are  connected,  but 
they are not the same. One concerns pain a man 
carries, while the other describes ways he may 
have learned to protect himself. Nnderstanding 
that distinction can help him respond with greater 
wisdom, recognizing where compassion is needed 
and where responsibility must be taken. The grace 
of Ghrist gives him reason to approach both with 
honesty.

As a man becomes more willing to live in the light, 
another part of his character comes into focus. ”e 
must learn to practice the same honesty when no 
one else can see his decisions, thoughts, and habits. 
Fntegrity reaches beyond the version of himself he 
presents to others and into the life he lives before 
Rod.
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The next chapter will  consider that hidden life, 
where the truth a man professes must increasingly 
become the way he lives.



Chapter Six

Integrity in the 
Hidden Life

Every man has a life that other people see. His 
family knows something of his habits, his coworkers 
experience the way he carries responsibility, and 
his friends become familiar with his words and 
character.  Through these  relationships,  people 
develop an understanding of the man he is. Yet even 
those who know him well can see only part of his 
life.

There is another part that remains largely hidden. 
It includes the thoughts he entertains, the desires 
he nurtures, the decisions he makes when no one is 
watching, and the responsibilities he carries without 
recognition. It also includes the temptations he 
faces and the ways he responds when obedience 
comes at a personal cost. Much of a man's character 
develops in these ordinary, unseen places.
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The hidden life matters because the person a man 
becomes is shaped by more than what he does 
publicly.  He may speak about  generosity  while 
privately becoming consumed with possessions. 
He may encourage honesty in his children while 
making exceptions for himself when telling the truth 
becomes inconvenient. Over time, the diSerence 
between what he professes and what he practices 
can begin aSecting the integrity of his entire life.

Jcripture  gives  the  heart  particular  attention 
because outward behavior  grows from the life 
within. “esus spoke about this relationship while 
confronting religious leaders whose words revealed 
something troubling about their hearts. He warned 
them that speech was connected to what a person 
had allowed to take root inside.

F”or out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks.-

Matthew chapter twelve, verse thirtyzfour.

“esus was speaking to people who had witnessed 
His work but responded with accusations rather 
than recogniGing what Wod was doing. His words 
addressed the character of their  response, not 
simply their ability to choose better language. Phat 
Alled their hearts was becoming visible through 
what they said. The passage reminds us that the 
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way we speak can reveal desires and commitments 
we might otherwise prefer to overlook.

This does not mean every careless word exposes 
the whole character of a man. Ceople sometimes 
speak  poorly  through  fatigue,  confusion,  or  a 
moment of frustration, and those circumstances 
deserve  careful  consideration.  Jtill,  repeated 
patterns of speech can reveal what has become 
familiar within us. L man who regularly belittles 
others  may  need  to  examine  more  than  his 
communication skills.

The  same  is  true  of  decisions  that  never 
become public. L man may have opportunities to 
misrepresent an expense, conceal a mistake, or 
use information for his own beneAt. He may face 
temptation through a private relationship or an 
online habit that no one else knows about. In those 
moments, he is deciding whether his convictions 
will  govern  his  conduct  when  recognition  and 
accountability seem absent.

Integrity concerns the relationship between those 
parts of life. It  includes honesty, but it  reaches 
beyond  the  avoidance  of  obvious  lies.  L  man 
of integrity seeks to live consistently under the 
authority  of  Dhrist,  allowing  the  same  truth 
to  govern  his  private  decisions  and  public 
responsibilities. His life is becoming more whole 
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because he is learning to bring every part of it 
before the Bord.

Juch  integrity  should  not  be  confused  with 
perfection.  Jcripture  does  not  present  mature 
believers  as  people  who have  reached a  point 
where temptation, weakness, or repentance are no 
longer necessary. It calls them to walk faithfully with 
Wod, acknowledge sin, and receive correction. L 
man's integrity becomes especially visible in what 
he does when his conduct fails to reUect what he 
professes.

javid's life provides a sobering example. Jcripture 
describes him as a man whom Wod chose to lead 
Israel,  and it  records many ways he acted with 
courage  and faith.  Yet  Jecond Jamuel  chapter 
eleven tells of his adultery with Nathsheba and the 
decisions that followed. javid used his authority to 
take what did not belong to him and then arranged 
the death of qriah, Nathsheba's husband, while 
attempting to conceal what had happened.

His sin was serious, and the concealment made 
the inRustice worse. javid had responsibility for 
the people under his authority, yet he used that 
authority to protect himself at tremendous cost 
to others. ”or a time, he continued living as king 
while keeping the truth from public view. The gap 
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between his position and his conduct had become 
devastating.

In  Jecond Jamuel  chapter  twelve,  the  prophet 
Zathan  confronted  javid  through  a  story  that 
revealed the inRustice of what he had done. javid 
recogniGed the wrongdoing described in the story 
before Zathan identiAed him as the guilty man. 
His response exposed the diSerence between his 
ability to condemn inRustice and his willingness 
to  acknowledge it  in  his  own life.  The  account 
shows how deception can distort Rudgment even in 
someone who knows Wod's law.

javid  eventually  confessed  his  sin.  Csalm 
Aftyzone  gives  us  a  powerful  expression  of 
repentance, traditionally connected with Zathan's 
confrontation.  javid  does  not  ask  Wod merely 
to  preserve  his  reputation  or  remove  the 
conse8uences of his actions. He recogniGes that the 
problem reaches into his heart and that he needs 
mercy and renewal from the Bord.

FDreate in me a clean heart, O Wod, and renew a 
right spirit within me.-

Csalm chapter Aftyzone, verse ten.

javid's prayer belongs within a psalm that openly 
acknowledges guilt and appeals to Wod's steadfast 
love. He does not defend his behavior by pointing 
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to  the  pressures  of  leadership  or  blaming  the 
people aSected by his choices. He recogniGes that 
his sin stands before Wod and asks the Bord to 
cleanse and restore him. His confession directs our 
attention toward the inward renewal that genuine 
repentance re8uires.

Pe should  also  remember  the  people  harmed 
by  javid's  actions.  Nathsheba  and  qriah  were 
not simply characters in a lesson about javid's 
personal growth. His misuse of authority brought 
real suSering and death, and the biblical account 
does not erase those conse8uences because he 
later confessed. 9epentance matters deeply, but it 
does not undo every eSect of wrongdoing.

That distinction is important for men who carry 
responsibility in families, workplaces, churches, 
and communities. L leader may sincerely regret a 
harmful decision while still needing to acknowledge 
the people aSected by it. L husband may confess 
a betrayal without expecting his wife to restore 
trust  immediately.  Ln employer who has acted 
dishonestly may need to correct records or provide 
restitution rather than assume that an apology 
completes his responsibility.

Honest confession is often di:cult because secrecy 
can become closely connected to reputation. L man 
may fear losing respect, disappointing his family, or 
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facing conse8uences he cannot control. He might 
convince himself that concealing the truth protects 
the people around him from unnecessary pain. 
Yet deception often creates additional harm by 
preventing others from responding to the situation 
as it actually is.

Jecrecy also places a continuing burden upon the 
person maintaining it. He may need to remember 
what he has said, avoid certain conversations, or 
become defensive when ordinary 8uestions come 
too close to the truth. The energy spent protecting 
an appearance can aSect his relationships and 
peace of mind. Phat began as a choice to avoid 
exposure gradually inUuences other parts of his life.

The gospel gives us a reason to move toward truth 
rather than remain trapped in that pattern. “esus 
Dhrist came to save sinners, and His death and 
resurrection provide the foundation for forgiveness 
and reconciliation with Wod. L man does not need to 
present himself as righteous in order to receive the 
mercy of the Javior. He comes in repentance and 
faith, acknowledging his need for the grace Dhrist 
has made available.

The apostle “ohn explains the relationship between 
truthful living and fellowship with Wod in his Arst 
letter. He begins by declaring that Wod is light and 
that there is no darkness in Him. He then warns 
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against claiming fellowship with Wod while walking 
in darkness and describes what it means to live in 
His light.

FNut if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another-

”irst “ohn chapter one, verse seven.

“ohn continues by declaring that the blood of “esus 
cleanses believers from sin. Palking in the light is 
therefore connected to the saving work of Dhrist, 
not to a claim that we have already become morally 
perfect. In the following verses, “ohn warns that 
denying our sin is selfzdeception. ”aithful fellowship 
with Wod re8uires an honest response to the truth 
He has revealed.

This passage gives Dhristian integrity a foundation 
deeper  than  personal  discipline.  Pe  cannot 
cleanse ourselves through an impressive record of 
obedience or compensate for sin by becoming more 
useful. ”orgiveness comes through “esus, whose 
saving work makes confession possible. Ls His Jpirit 
continues working within us, we learn to bring our 
conduct into agreement with the truth we profess.

There is a diSerence between living truthfully and 
making every part of life public. Crivacy is a normal 
and  necessary  part  of  healthy  relationships.  L 
man may need to protect conAdential information, 
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preserve  another  person's  trust,  or  establish 
appropriate boundaries with someone who has 
behaved  harmfully.  Palking  in  the  light  does 
not re8uire careless disclosure or allowing others 
unrestricted access to his life.

Phen a man is concealing his own wrongdoing, 
however,  privacy  can  become  an  excuse  for 
dishonesty. He may refuse accountability because 
he does not want his conduct examined. He might 
insist that a matter concerns no one else, even 
when his actions aSect his family,  business,  or 
church.  The  issue  is  whether  he  is  honoring  a 
legitimate responsibility or trying to avoid the truth.

Jcripture gives confession an important place in the 
shared life of believers. “ames writes to Dhristians 
about prayer, suSering, sickness, and restoration. 
Pithin that setting, he connects confession and 
intercession with the care believers are called to 
oSer one another.

FTherefore, confess your sins to one another and 
pray for one another, that you may be healed.-

“ames chapter Ave, verse sixteen.

“ames is speaking within a larger passage about 
prayer for the sick and the Bord's restoring work. 
His instruction encourages believers to approach 
one another with honesty and prayer rather than 
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pretending they have no need for help. It gives 
confession a place within Dhristian fellowship. Pe 
should not, however, treat the verse as a guarantee 
that every physical illness or personal struggle will 
immediately disappear after someone confesses.

Zeither  does this  instruction re8uire a  man to 
disclose  sensitive  matters  to  people  who have 
not  demonstrated  trustworthiness.  Donfession 
should  be approached with  wisdom,  especially 
when wrongdoing involves another person's safety, 
privacy,  or  reputation.  Jome  matters  re8uire 
pastoral  care,  professional  assistance,  formal 
reporting, or accountability beyond an ordinary 
friendship. The purpose is to respond faithfully 
to the truth, not simply relieve the discomfort of 
carrying a secret.

L trusted brother in Dhrist can be valuable in that 
process. He may listen patiently, pray faithfully, and 
ask 8uestions that help a man recogniGe where his 
decisions have become inconsistent with Jcripture. 
He should be willing to speak honestly without 
turning another person's confession into gossip or 
an opportunity to feel superior. Noth men remain 
dependent upon the same grace of Wod.

That kind of relationship also needs appropriate 
expectations.  L  friend cannot  become another 
man's  conscience  or  replace  the  work  of  the 
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Holy Jpirit. He cannot guarantee that temptation 
will  disappear  or  that  di:cult  patterns  will 
change  immediately.  He  can  oSer  support 
and  accountability  while  continually  directing 
his  brother  toward  Jcripture,  repentance,  and 
obedience to Dhrist.

Donfession is closely connected to repentance, but 
the  two should  not  be  treated as  though they 
are identical.  L man can admit  that  something 
happened because he has  been confronted or 
because  hiding  it  has  become too  di:cult.  He 
may regret the conse8uences without being willing 
to  turn  away  from the  conduct  itself.  Wenuine 
repentance reaches further, involving a changed 
response to the truth Wod has revealed.

“esus called people to repentance at the beginning 
of  His  public  ministry.  Matthew  records  His 
message  as  He  proclaimed  the  arrival  of  the 
kingdom of heaven. His words called people to 
respond to Wod's reign rather than continue living 
according to their own authority.

F9epent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.-

Matthew chapter four, verse seventeen.

9epentance involves turning from sin toward Wod. It 
includes acknowledging that our choices have been 
wrong and becoming willing to live diSerently under 
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His authority. The call is grounded in the good news 
“esus proclaimed and ultimately in the salvation He 
accomplished. Dhristian repentance is therefore a 
response to Wod's grace rather than a method of 
earning it.

9epentance also becomes visible through action. L 
man who has lied should begin telling the truth, 
even when honesty  comes at  a  cost.  Jomeone 
who has misused authority may need to relin8uish 
responsibility while the harm is addressed. L man 
who has violated trust must be willing to accept that 
rebuilding a relationship may re8uire time and may 
not produce the outcome he hopes for.

The  Wospels  give  us  a  practical  picture  of 
repentance  in  the  life  of  ;acchaeus.  He  was  a 
chief tax collector and a wealthy man when “esus 
came  through  “ericho.  Lfter  “esus  entered  his 
home, ;acchaeus announced that he would give 
generously  to  the  poor  and  restore  money  to 
anyone he had defrauded. His response involved 
the very resources and practices through which 
wrongdoing may have occurred.

Buke chapter nineteen does not present restitution 
as the purchase price of salvation. “esus declares 
that salvation has come to the house and explains 
that the Jon of Man came to seek and save the 
lost. The generosity and restitution in the account 
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demonstrate a meaningful response to “esus. Wrace 
had entered ;acchaeus's life, and his conduct began 
reUecting that change.

Zot every act of repentance will involve repayment 
or public disclosure. Jometimes the appropriate 
response is  ending a harmful  practice,  seeking 
counsel, or returning to a responsibility that has 
been  neglected.  Other  situations  re8uire  legal 
accountability  or  protection for  those aSected. 
Pisdom  considers  what  happened,  who  was 
harmed, and what faithfulness now re8uires.

L man may also need to recogniGe that private 
temptation often grows through habits  he  has 
allowed to become familiar. Phat he repeatedly 
watches,  entertains,  or  pursues  can  shape  his 
desires  over  time.  He  may  tell  himself  that  a 
particular behavior is harmless because it remains 
unseen, but private habits can inUuence the way 
he  views  and  treats  people.  Integrity  re8uires 
taking those patterns seriously before their eSects 
become more visible.

“esus addressed the inward life when He taught 
about anger, lust, truthfulness, and the motives 
behind  religious  activity.  In  the  Jermon  on 
the Mount, He challenged people who believed 
outward compliance was su:cient while neglecting 
what was happening within. His teaching reveals 
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the depth of righteousness Wod desires and the 
need for a changed heart.  It  also exposes why 
human eSort alone cannot become the foundation 
of our standing before Him.

The Holy Jpirit continues working within those who 
belong to Dhrist. He convicts believers, produces 
the fruit of godly character, and strengthens them 
to resist desires that lead away from obedience. 
L  man  participates  in  that  formation  through 
prayer,  Jcripture,  Dhristian fellowship,  and the 
repeated  practice  of  responding  faithfully.  His 
growth  remains  dependent  upon  Wod's  grace 
rather than his ability to maintain perfect discipline.

Jome changes will be di:cult to recogniGe at Arst. 
L man may begin responding more 8uickly when 
he realiGes he has spoken harshly. He may become 
less  willing  to  excuse  a  private  habit  or  more 
comfortable receiving correction from someone 
he trusts. These choices do not mean that every 
struggle has ended, but they can reveal a growing 
willingness to live truthfully before the Bord.

Integrity also includes the good a man chooses 
when no one is watching. He may return money 
that was mistakenly credited to him, complete work 
carefully when shortcuts would go unnoticed, or 
remain faithful to a commitment that no one else 
remembers. He may spend time praying for his 
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family or caring for someone who cannot repay him. 
The hidden life includes 8uiet faithfulness as surely 
as it includes temptation and sin.

That faithfulness matters because Wod sees what 
human recognition cannot measure. L man does 
not need an audience for obedience to have value. 
“esus  warned  against  practicing  righteousness 
primarily to be noticed, teaching His followers to 
give, pray, and fast with sincerity before the ”ather. 
He calls His people away from performance and 
toward a life that is faithful in His presence.

Ls a man grows in integrity, the distance between 
his public and private life can become smaller. He 
may still experience temptation and discover places 
where he needs to repent, but he becomes more 
willing to acknowledge them honestly. His words 
and actions increasingly reUect convictions that are 
being shaped by Jcripture. The goal is a life that 
belongs wholly to Dhrist rather than a reputation 
that appears impressive to others.

Donsider the places where your choices are least 
visible. Think about the way you handle money, use 
your time, speak about people who are absent, and 
respond to temptations that remain private. Zotice 
whether  you have been making exceptions for 
yourself that you would be concerned to discover 
in someone you love. Nring those concerns before 
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the Bord and be willing to respond to what His word 
reveals.

You  may  recogniGe  a  decision  that  needs  to 
be corrected or  a  conversation you have been 
avoiding. You may also discover ordinary practices 
of faithfulness that have 8uietly become part of 
your  life.  Wive  thanks  for  Wod's  grace in  those 
places,  and do not allow fear of  conse8uences 
to become a reason to continue hiding what is 
wrong. Jeek wise support where necessary and take 
responsibility for what faithful repentance re8uires.

The  hidden  life  is  not  separate  from  the  man 
others eventually come to know. Phat he cultivates 
privately inUuences the way he loves, leads, serves, 
and handles responsibility.  Ls he learns to live 
honestly before Wod, integrity becomes less about 
protecting an appearance and more about faithfully 
belonging to Dhrist. The next chapter will consider 
how that inward formation prepares a man to carry 
inUuence and responsibility for the good of others.



Chapter Seven

Formation Before 
Leadership

Responsibility  has  a  way  of  revealing  what  is 
happening within a man. A new opportunity may 
give  him  authority  over  people,  resources,  or 
decisions that aHect the lives of others. ke may 
be capable of doing the worx and eager to maxe 
a diHerence, yet the demands of the responsibility 
can eWpose parts of his character that have received 
little  attention.  Mhat  seemed manageable  in  a 
smaller role may become more diTcult when the 
pressure increases.

Sany men want to maxe good use of their lives. 
zhey hope to provide for their families, contribute 
through meaningful worx, serve their communities, 
and leave something worthwhile behind.  Gome 
will  receive opportunities to lead organiLations 
or ministries, while others will eWercise inquence 
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through relationships  that  rarely  attract  public 
attention. Mherever responsibility taxes them, their 
character will aHect the way they carry it.

zhis is why formation matters. Bod is concerned 
with the people we are becoming as well as the 
worx we do. Gcripture calls believers to faithfulness 
in their responsibilities while continually directing 
them  toward  humility,  holiness,  wisdom,  and 
dependence on the 'ord. zhose Pualities cannot be 
replaced by ability, eWperience, or the approval of 
others.

A  man  may  receive  an  opportunity  before  he 
has  developed the maturity  needed to  carry  it 
well.  ke  might  xnow  how  to  organiLe  people, 
communicate a vision, or solve diTcult problems 
while struggling to receive correction. kis gifts can 
maxe him eHective in visible ways even when pride 
or impatience remains largely unchallenged. As 
his inquence grows, those weaxnesses may begin 
aHecting more people.

zhe  Iible  gives  us  eWamples  of  men  whose 
character  was  shaped  through  responsibility, 
waiting, failure, and dependence on Bod. zheir 
eWperiences diHer, and Gcripture does not present 
one rePuired timetable for preparation. Gtill, their 
stories remind us that the 'ordEs worx in a person 
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reaches deeper than the position he eventually 
holds.

Soses provides one of those eWamples. ke was 
raised in jharaohEs household, yet he xnew he 
belonged to the people of -srael. Mhen he saw an 
“gyptian beating a kebrew, Soses intervened and 
xilled the “gyptian. kis attempt to address in”ustice 
became an act of violence that forced him to qee.

Soses settled in Sidian, married, and spent years 
tending the qocx of his fatherDinDlaw. zhe life he 
lived there was far removed from the privileges 
of jharaohEs household. “Wodus does not tell us 
everything  Bod  accomplished  in  Soses  during 
those years, and we should be careful not to invent 
details Gcripture leaves unspoxen. Me do xnow that 
Soses was living as a shepherd when the 'ord 
called to him from the burning bush.

BodEs  call  brought  Soses  into  a  responsibility 
he  did  not  appear  eager  to  accept.  zhe  'ord 
had  heard  the  cries  of  kis  people  and  would 
deliver them from “gypt. Soses would be sent to 
jharaoh, but he Puestioned his own ability to carry 
out the assignment. kis ob”ections revealed how 
overwhelmed he felt by the worx before him.

zhe 'ord answered with a promise that placed the 
foundation of the mission somewhere other than 
SosesE ability.
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JIut - will be with you.F

“Wodus chapter three, verse twelve.

Bod was not telling Soses that the assignment 
would  be  easy  or  that  his  limitations  were 
imaginary. ke was assuring him of divine presence 
in the worx Bod kimself was initiating. Soses would 
need courage, obedience, and perseverance, but 
the deliverance of -srael would ultimately depend 
on the 'ord. zhe man chosen to lead was being 
called to trust the Bod who sent him.

SosesE story continued to include struggle after 
his  calling.  ke faced opposition from jharaoh, 
complaints from the people, and diTcult decisions 
in the wilderness. Gcripture also records occasions 
when his conduct rePuired correction and when 
his disobedience brought serious consePuences. 
Receiving a signiOcant assignment did not mean his 
formation was complete.

kis life reminds us that Bod can worx through 
imperfect  people without approving everything 
they do. zhe 'ordEs faithfulness does not eWcuse 
a  leaderEs  sin,  and a  personEs  calling  does  not 
place him beyond accountability.  Responsibility 
rePuires continued dependence on Bod, including 
the humility to receive instruction and acxnowledge 
failure.
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:avidEs  story  gives  us  another  picture  of  the 
relationship between character and responsibility. 
Mhen Gamuel  came to the household of  Yesse, 
he  saw  sons  who  appeared  to  be  suitable 
candidates  for  xingship.  zhe  'ord  corrected 
GamuelEs  ”udgment,  directing  him  away  from 
outward appearance as the measure of the man ke 
had chosen.

JUor the 'CR: sees not as man seesN man looxs on 
the outward appearance, but the 'CR: looxs on the 
heart.F

Uirst Gamuel chapter siWteen, verse seven.

zhe statement  comes as  Gamuel  is  learning to 
recogniLe BodEs choice rather than relying on the 
Pualities people naturally notice. :avid was tending 
sheep when Gamuel arrived, and he was not initially 
brought  before  the  prophet  with  his  brothers. 
Ket the 'ord directed Gamuel to anoint him. zhe 
account emphasiLes BodEs xnowledge and initiative 
rather than :avidEs ability to maxe himself appear 
PualiOed.

:avid did not immediately become xing over -srael. 
ke continued serving in diHerent responsibilities 
and later spent years qeeing from Gaul,  whose 
”ealousy and violence placed him in danger. zhose 
years included hardship, diTcult decisions, loyal 
friendships, and occasions when :avid showed 



JESUS & MANHOOD126

restraint. zhey also revealed the importance of 
trusting BodEs purposes when circumstances were 
uncertain.

Cn  more  than  one  occasion,  :avid  had  an 
opportunity  to xill  Gaul.  ke had been anointed 
as the future xing and had suHered because of 
GaulEs  hostility.  Ket  :avid  refused  to  seiLe  the 
throne through an act he believed would violate 
his responsibility before the 'ord. kis restraint 
demonstrated that receiving a promise did not 
give him permission to pursue its fulOllment by 
whatever means were available.

:avidEs life also prevents us from romanticiLing 
preparation.  zhe  shepherd  who  became  xing 
later committed serious sins, including adultery 
and the misuse of authority that led to 9riahEs 
death. kis earlier eWperiences did not maxe him 
immune to pride or temptation. kis story gives us 
reasons to admire genuine faithfulness and ePually 
serious reasons to recogniLe the need for ongoing 
repentance.

zhat matters for men who assume eWperience alone 
will eventually produce maturity. A man may have 
followed Yesus for many years, served faithfully, 
and learned from diTcult circumstances while still 
having areas of character that rePuire attention. 
Responsibility can reveal those weaxnesses rather 
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than  eliminate  them.  :ontinued  faithfulness 
depends upon remaining teachable before Bod.

zhe  greatest  eWample  of  faithful  obedience  is 
Yesus :hrist, though kis life must be understood 
diHerently from the lives of Soses and :avid. Yesus 
is the eternal Gon of Bod who became truly human 
for our salvation. ke did not need to be delivered 
from sin or corrected for wrongdoing. ke lived in 
perfect fellowship with the Uather and fulOlled the 
mission for which ke came.

'uxe tells us relatively little about YesusE childhood, 
but the account includes a meaningful statement 
after kis familyEs visit to Yerusalem. Yesus returned 
to ;aLareth with Sary and Yoseph and lived in 
submission  to  them.  'uxe  then  describes  kis 
growth during those years.

JAnd Yesus increased in wisdom and in stature and 
in favor with Bod and man.F

'uxe chapter two, verse OftyDtwo.

'uxeEs  words  reveal  the  genuine  humanity  of 
Yesus.  zhe eternal  Gon entered human life and 
eWperienced  real  human  growth,  including  the 
ordinary  years  before  kis  public  ministry.  kis 
growth was not the correction of sinful character or 
a process of becoming worthy of the UatherEs love. 
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ke was the sinless Gon living a fully human life in 
perfect obedience.

zhose  years  remind  us  that  ordinary  life  has 
signiOcance before Bod. Yesus lived within a family, 
a community, and the responsibilities of kis earthly 
circumstances. zhe Bospels do not provide enough 
detail for us to maxe claims about every activity or 
lesson of those years. zhey do show that the life of 
the Gon included more than the public ministry for 
which ke is most widely remembered.

Me should  also  avoid  drawing  a  formula  from 
the number of years Yesus lived before kis public 
ministry. Gcripture does not teach that every man 
must  spend  a  certain  period  preparing  before 
receiving responsibility. Gome believers are called 
into demanding worx early in life,  while others 
eWperience signiOcant changes much later.  zhe 
lesson concerns faithful obedience within the life 
Bod gives, rather than a timetable we can apply to 
everyone.

Uor men who want to maxe a diHerence, this can 
be an important correction. -t is easy to assume 
that meaningful service begins once a particular 
opportunity  arrives.  A  man  may  thinx  his  life 
will become more signiOcant when he receives a 
promotion, starts a business, leads a ministry, or 
reaches a goal  he has pursued for years.  9ntil 
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then, he may regard his present responsibilities as 
temporary obstacles to something more important.

Gcripture gives us reason to value what is already in 
front of us. A man who cares faithfully for his family 
is carrying meaningful responsibility. Gomeone who 
worxs honestly, helps a neighbor, or serves Puietly 
within a church is not waiting for his life to become 
useful. zhese are places where he can love others 
and obey :hrist today.

Crdinary faithfulness also provides opportunities 
for  growth.  A  diTcult  coworxer  may  reveal 
impatience a man has rarely confronted. :aring for 
a sicx family member may rePuire dependence and 
perseverance beyond what he eWpected. A season 
of limited resources may challenge his assumptions 
about security. :ircumstances do not automatically 
produce virtue, but they can eWpose places where 
faith and obedience need to deepen.

Yames addresses believers who are facing trials 
and eWplains that the testing of faith can produce 
steadfastness.  ke  encourages  them  to  endure 
rather than abandon trust in the 'ord. zhen he 
describes the maturing worx of steadfastness.

JAnd let steadfastness have its full eHect, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacxing in nothing.F

Yames chapter one, verse four.
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Yames  is  not  promising  that  every  diTcult 
circumstance will eventually produce a promotion 
or a visible opportunity. ke is teaching believers 
about  maturity  through  the  testing  of  faith. 
Gteadfastness  grows  as  they  continue  trusting 
Bod through circumstances they would not have 
chosen. kis concern is the formation of faithful 
people rather than the achievement of a particular 
position.

zhere is an important pastoral distinction here. 
GuHering should never be treated as good simply 
because something valuable might eventually grow 
through it. Abuse, in”ustice, and wrongdoing remain 
serious, and those who have suHered may need 
protection  and  support.  Bod  can  sustain  kis 
people through hardship without maxing those 
who  harmed  them  instruments  whose  actions 
should be celebrated.

;or should a man assume that every delay has 
been arranged to prepare him for an opportunity 
he eWpects to receive. Gometimes an opportunity 
does not come because circumstances change, 
a  door  closes,  or  another  person  is  chosen.  A 
man can remain faithful without xnowing why his 
plans developed diHerently than he hoped. BodEs 
goodness does not depend upon every personal 
ambition eventually being fulOlled.
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zhis  can  be  diTcult  when  ambition  is  closely 
connected to identity. A man may sincerely want 
to  serve  others  through a  larger  responsibility 
while  also  en”oying  the  recognition  that  would 
accompany it. zhose motives may eWist together, 
and he may not recogniLe their inquence until his 
plans are interrupted. :isappointment can reveal 
whether he has begun measuring his worth by the 
opportunity he wanted.

Ambition  itself  is  not  always  wrong.  Gcripture 
commends diligent worx and recogniLes the value 
of seexing responsibilities through which we can 
serve.  jaul  speaxs  positively  about  aspiring  to 
the worx of an overseer in Uirst zimothy chapter 
three, while also describing the character rePuired 
of  someone  who  holds  that  oTce.  zhe  desire 
for responsibility must be eWamined alongside the 
motives and maturity with which it is pursued.

jaulEs  PualiOcations  for  church  leadership 
are  particularly  revealing  because  many 
concern character and relationships. ke speaxs 
about  selfDcontrol,  hospitality,  gentleness,  the 
management  of  oneEs  household,  and  a  good 
reputation.  zhese Pualities  cannot  be replaced 
by public speaxing ability, organiLational sxill, or 
enthusiasm  for  ministry.  A  man  may  possess 
signiOcant gifts while still needing growth before 
taxing on a particular responsibility.
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zhat  does  not  mean  the  PualiOcations  for  an 
overseer  can be applied mechanically  to  every 
position  a  man  might  hold.  :hurch  leadership 
carries distinct responsibilities under Gcripture, 
and :hristian traditions diHer about some aspects 
of ministry oTce and governance. zhe broader 
principle remains usefulN ability and character are 
related, but they are not identical. zhose entrusted 
with  inquence  should  taxe  seriously  how their 
conduct aHects others.

A  manEs  readiness  is  also  diTcult  to  evaluate 
entirely by himself. ke xnows his intentions and 
may be aware of sacriOces other people have not 
seen.  Ket  he  can  overloox  habits  that  become 
obvious  to  his  family,  friends,  or  coworxers. 
zrusted counsel helps him recogniLe both genuine 
strengths and areas that need attention.

zhat  counsel  should  come from people  willing 
to tell the truth. :onstant praise may encourage 
a  manEs  conOdence  without  helping  him grow. 
karsh criticism can be damaging and may reveal 
more  about  the  person  delivering  it  than  the 
man receiving it. Sature relationships maxe room 
for honest encouragement and speciOc correction 
oHered with humility and care.

A man who desires leadership can practice receiving 
that counsel before his responsibilities increase. 
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ke can asx whether  people  eWperience him as 
patient  and  fair,  whether  he  follows  through 
on commitments, and whether he acxnowledges 
mistaxes without shifting blame. ke should listen 
for consistent patterns rather than treating every 
opinion  as  ePually  reliable.  zhe  purpose  is  to 
become  more  faithful,  not  simply  to  gather 
approval.

Uormation  also  involves  learning  how  to  carry 
responsibility when no one is paying attention. 
A man may complete worx carefully because it 
deserves to be done well, even when the outcome 
will not bring recognition. ke may xeep a promise 
that  has become inconvenient or tell  the truth 
when a small deception would go unnoticed. zhose 
decisions contribute to the integrity of his life.

zhe previous chapter considered the hidden life and 
the importance of honesty before Bod. kere we 
see how that integrity aHects the responsibilities 
a man carries.  jublic inquence can amplify the 
consePuences of private habits, particularly when a 
leader begins protecting his position or concealing 
wrongdoing. A title cannot create the character 
needed to use authority faithfully.

At  the  same time,  a  lacx  of  public  recognition 
should not lead a man to believe his formation 
has  been  wasted.  Gome  of  the  most  faithful 
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people in a church or community may never lead 
an organiLation or receive a visible assignment. 
zheir patience, generosity, wisdom, and prayer still 
matter before Bod. zhe value of spiritual maturity 
is not measured by whether it eventually produces 
public leadership.

zhis is  why formation must remain larger than 
preparation for a position. -f a man believes every 
season of obedience is moving him toward greater 
recognition, he may become discouraged when his 
responsibilities remain ordinary. ke may also begin 
treating people and relationships as opportunities 
to develop his leadership abilities rather than as 
neighbors he has been called to love. Uollowing 
Yesus gives those relationships value in themselves.

jaul  describes  :hristian  transformation  in  his 
second letter to the :orinthians. ke contrasts the 
old covenant ministry associated with Soses with 
the  new covenant  worx  of  the  Gpirit,  directing 
believers toward the glory of the 'ord revealed in 
:hrist. ke then describes the transforming worx 
taxing place among those who belong to kim.

JAnd we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory 
of the 'ord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another.F

Gecond :orinthians chapter three, verse eighteen.
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jaul  continues  by  eWplaining  that  this 
transformation comes from the 'ord, who is the 
Gpirit.  zhe goal  is  growing conformity to :hrist 
rather than increasing status among other people. 
Ielievers are being changed through BodEs gracious 
worx, and that transformation reaches into their 
character and conduct. zheir lives are meant to 
reqect the 'ord whose glory they behold.

zhat is the deeper purpose of formation. A man may 
become a more thoughtful leader as he grows in 
patience, wisdom, and humility, but those beneOts 
are not the center of :hristian discipleship. ke 
is being shaped to become more lixe Yesus. kis 
leadership, when he carries it, should serve that 
larger purpose.

zhis changes the way he approaches waiting and 
uncertainty. ke can continue learning and serving 
without assuming his current season has no value. 
ke can prepare for an opportunity while remaining 
willing to accept that Bod may lead him diHerently 
than he eWpected. kis hope rests in the faithfulness 
of the 'ord rather than his ability to predict what 
responsibility will come neWt.

-t  also changes how he handles success.  Mhen 
an  opportunity  arrives,  he  can  receive  it  with 
gratitude while remembering that inquence brings 
accountability. kis abilities remain gifts to steward, 
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and the people aHected by his decisions deserve 
care. Breater responsibility gives him additional 
reasons to pray, seex counsel, and remain honest 
about his limitations.

As you consider your own responsibilities, thinx 
about  what  they  are  revealing  in  you.  ;otice 
how  you  respond  when  worx  is  overlooxed,  a 
decision is Puestioned, or someone else receives 
an opportunity you wanted. :onsider whether you 
have become more patient and teachable through 
your eWperiences or whether success has made 
correction diTcult to receive. zhese Puestions can 
help you recogniLe where the 'ord is calling you 
toward greater faithfulness.

Kou may also need to reconsider how you measure 
the value of your current season. :aring for your 
family,  remaining  dependable  at  worx,  serving 
within  your  church,  and loving people  through 
diTcult  circumstances  are  meaningful  parts  of 
discipleship.  zhey  deserve  your  attention  even 
when they do not lead toward a larger position. zhe 
people in front of you should not have to wait for 
your neWt opportunity to receive your care.

BodEs worx of formation continues through the 
responsibilities and relationships of ordinary life. 
ke calls kis people to obedience, uses Gcripture 
to correct and teach them, and worxs through kis 
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Gpirit to shape the character of :hrist within them. 
zhe process includes growth and repentance, often 
through circumstances we would not have chosen. 
-ts lasting purpose is faithfulness to Yesus.

As  that  formation  continues,  a  man must  also 
consider  the  habits  and  desires  that  inquence 
his  daily  decisions.  <nowing what is  right  does 
not automatically maxe obedience easy, and even 
worthy goals can become distorted when desires 
are left uneWamined. zhe neWt chapter will eWplore 
discipline and desire, and how the Gpirit forms a life 
increasingly responsive to the 'ord.



Chapter Eight

Discipline and Desire

Every  man  develops  habits  that  inucenfe  the 
direftion o. his li.eS ,ome are deliberateg .ormed 
throcOh years o. praftife and responsibilityS wthers 
develop almost jithoct his notifinOg shaped by 
fonvenienfeg presscreg or the thinOs he has fome to 
enAoyS wver timeg these habits azeft jhat refeives 
his attentiong hoj he responds to dikfcltyg and 
jhat he is jillinO to pcrsce or scrrenderS

H man may refoOniqe the importanfe o. disfipline 
in his jorYS Ge cnderstands that learninO a sYill 
reTcires praftifeg maintaininO a bcsiness demands 
fonsistenfyg  and  farinO  .or  a  .amily  involves 
fommitments that fannot aljays depend cpon 
hoj he .eelsS Ge may .olloj sfhedclesg establish 
Ooalsg and maYe safriWfes befacse he cnderstands 
that jorthjhile responsibilities reTcire scstained 
ezortS Fet he may Oive fonsiderably less attention 
to the habits shapinO his relationship jith JodS
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Dhe previocs fhapter fonsidered the importanfe o. 
.ormation be.ore leadershipS Ce saj that fharafter 
matters jhether a man farries pcblif inucenfe 
or serves .aith.clly in responsibilities .ej people 
notifeS  xormation  fontinces  throcOh  daily  li.eg 
inflcdinO the fhoifes that befome .amiliar enocOh 
to maYe jithoct mcfh thocOhtS Dhis brinOs cs to 
the relationship betjeen disfipline and desireg and 
the jay Jod .orms men jho are learninO to .olloj 
IescsS

'isfipline is sometimes cnderstood as pcnishment 
or the ability to .orfe ocrselves to do somethinO 
dikfcltS  xor  men  affcstomed  to  meascrinO 
proOress  throcOh  afhievementg  it  fan  befome 
another  standard  by  jhifh  they  AcdOe  their 
jorthS  Dhey  may  believe  that  a  disfiplined 
Lhristian shocld never strcOOle jith fonsistenfy 
or e“perienfe jeaYnessS Chen they .ail to meet 
their e“peftationsg they respond by infreasinO the 
presscre rather than retcrninO to the Orafe that 
maYes Lhristian Orojth possibleS

,friptcre  Oives  cs  a  .cller  cnderstandinO 
o.  disfiplineS  ”t  inflcdes  forreftiong  traininOg 
perseveranfeg  and  the  development  o.  a  li.e 
responsive to JodPs instrcftionS Dhe Ooal reafhes 
beyond  befominO  more  prodcftive  or  OaininO 
fontrol over ocr firfcmstanfesS Jod is .orminO Gis 
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people in holinessg teafhinO them to trcst Gim and 
live in jays that reueft Gis fharafterS

Dhe jriter o. Gebrejs addresses believers jho 
are .afinO hardship and need enfocraOement to 
remain .aith.clS ”n fhapter tjelveg he direfts their 
attention tojard Iescsg jho endcred the frossg and 
falls them to persevereS Ge then speaYs aboct the 
BordPs .atherly disfipline and its pcrpose in the lives 
o. Gis fhildrenS

Mxor the moment all disfipline seems pain.cl rather 
than pleasantg bct later it yields the peafe.cl .rcit o. 
riOhteocsness to those jho have been trained by 
itSR

Gebrejs fhapter tjelveg verse elevenS

Dhe passaOe fonferns JodPs lovinO forreftion and 
.ormationg drajinO on the relationship betjeen a 
.ather and his fhildrenS Dhe jriter is enfocraOinO 
believers to refeive the BordPs disfipline as evidenfe 
o. Gis fare rather than asscminO that dikfclty 
means  Ge  has  abandoned  themS  Ge  does  not 
promise  that  every  pain.cl  event  is  a  direft 
pcnishment  .or  a  partifclar  sinS  Gis  emphasis 
is  on  JodPs  fommitment  to  the  holiness  and 
perseveranfe o. those jho belonO to GimS

Dhat distinftion matters befacse men sometimes 
interpret hardship as proo. that they have .ailed 
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spiritcallyS  H  bcsiness  setbafYg  illnessg  .amily 
dikfcltyg or season o. disfocraOement may facse 
a  man  to  jonder  jhat  he  has  done  jronOS 
,friptcre does not Oive cs permission to identi.y 
every hardship as JodPs forreftion .or a partifclar 
defisionS  ,ome  sczerinO  resclts  .rom  livinO  in 
a  .allen  jorldg  and  some  fomes  throcOh  the 
jronOdoinO o. othersS

Even sog  dikfclty  fan befome an offasion .or 
.aith.cl  responseS  H  man  may  disfover  that 
cnfertainty e“poses his desire .or fontrol or that 
e“hacstion reveals hoj mcfh he has depended 
cpon  his  ojn  strenOthS  Ge  fan  brinO  those 
disfoveries be.ore the Bordg seeYinO jisdom aboct 
jhat  needs  to  fhanOeS  JodPs  Orafe  remains 
sckfient jhen the firfcmstanfes themselves do 
not improveS

'isfipline in the Lhristian li.e also involves the 
ordinary praftifes throcOh jhifh believers attend 
to Jod and respond to Gis jordS -rayerg ,friptcreg 
jorshipg restg restraintg and obedienfe all have a 
plafe in disfipleshipS Dhese praftifes are not jays 
to  maYe  Jod love  cs  or  methods  .or  sefcrinO 
salvationS Dhey belonO to the li.e o. people jho have 
refeived merfy throcOh Lhrist and are learninO to 
live in .ellojship jith GimS
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Iescs provides the flearest piftcre o. a li.e .clly 
devoted  to  the  xatherS  Dhe  Jospels  desfribe 
Gis  teafhinOg  healinOg  fompassiong  and .aith.cl 
obedienfe throcOhoct Gis earthly ministryS Dhey 
also shoj Gim jithdrajinO .rom frojds to prayS 
Gis  pcblif  jorY  jas  affompanied  by  a  li.e  o. 
fommcnion jith the xather that Gis disfiples focld 
observe bct never .clly reprodcfe in its cniTce 
relationshipS

BcYe desfribes one o.  these patterns as  IescsP 
ministry  befame  infreasinOly  YnojnS  Lrojds 
Oathered to hear Gim and to be healedg freatinO 
demands cpon Gis time and attentionS Fet BcYe tells 
cs that Iescs fontinced jithdrajinO .or prayerS

MNct he jocld jithdraj to desolate plafes and 
praySR

BcYe fhapter Wveg verse si“teenS

Iescs did not jithdraj befacse Gis ministry had 
befome cnimportantS Ge had fome to affomplish 
the xatherPs jillg and prayer belonOed jithin that 
missionS Gis e“ample reminds cs that aftivityg even 
meaninO.cl servifeg shocld not fonscme every part 
o. li.eS H man fan befome so offcpied jith doinO 
Oood jorY that he neOlefts his dependenfe cpon 
the BordS
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6ost  men  cnderstand  jhat  happens  jhen 
responsibilities beOin frojdinO oct everythinO elseS 
CorY e“tends into eveninOsg messaOes demand 
immediate attentiong and sfhedcles befome Wlled 
jith obliOations that seem dikfclt to postponeS 
-rayer may Oradcally befome somethinO reserved 
.or emerOenfies or moments jhen other ezorts 
have .ailedS  H man fan fontince believinO that 
Jod matters jhile OivinO Gim very little deliberate 
attentionS

-rayer brinOs that relationship into ordinary li.eS 
DhrocOh  Iescs  Lhristg  believers  have  affess  to 
the xather and are invited to brinO their needsg 
Oratitcdeg fon.essiong and fonferns be.ore GimS 
-rayer Oives e“pression to trcstg espefially jhen a 
man refoOniqes that his jisdom and resocrfes are 
limitedS ”t also reminds him that the Bord remains 
jorthy o. jorship apart .rom jhatever ansjer he 
hopes to refeiveS

H man does not need an elaborate roctine to beOin 
prayinO more .aith.cllyS  Ge may set  aside time 
be.ore jorYg pray dcrinO a Tciet driveg or brinO a 
dikfclt fonversation be.ore the Bord rather than 
immediately respondinO .rom .rcstrationS 7eOclar 
prayer  fan  befome  part  o.  the  rhythm  o.  his 
li.e jithoct befominO another affomplishment he 
cses to meascre spiritcal scperiorityS ”ts pcrpose is 
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.ellojship jith Jod and OrojinO dependenfe cpon 
GimS

,friptcre has a related plafe in .ormation befacse 
it Oives cs the trcth by jhifh ocr belie.s and desires 
mcst be e“aminedS H man may refeive cse.cl advife 
.rom .riendsg mentorsg and e“perienfed leadersg 
bct  none  o.  those  voifes  farries  the  acthority 
o. JodPs jordS Gis firfcmstanfes and emotions 
fan fhanOe TcifYlyg and even his best AcdOment 
remains  limitedS  ,friptcre  provides  instrcftion 
that reafhes beyond jhat seems reasonable or 
desirable in the momentS

Dhe  jriter  o.  -salm  one  hcndred  nineteen 
e“presses  the  importanfe  o.  that  instrcftion 
throcOh a .amiliar piftcreS

MFocr jord is a lamp to my .eet and a liOht to my 
pathSR

-salm fhapter one hcndred nineteeng verse one 
hcndred WveS

Dhis  verse  appears  jithin  a  psalm  devoted  to 
the Ooodness o. JodPs instrcftion and the desire 
to  jalY  .aith.clly  affordinO to  itS  Dhe imaOe o. 
a lamp emphasiqes the need .or direftion jhile 
travelinOS Dhe psalmist is not desfribinO ,friptcre 
as a promise that every .ctcre defision jill befome 
obviocsS Ge is e“pressinO dependenfe cpon JodPs 
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jord as the reliable instrcftion .or the li.e he has 
been falled to liveS

Dhat  cnderstandinO  fhanOes  the  jay  a  man 
approafhes Nible  readinOS  Ge may be tempted 
to searfh primarily  .or  a verse that  fonWrms a 
defision he already jants to maYeS Ge miOht read 
.amiliar passaOes TcifYly jithoct fonsiderinO jhat 
the biblifal acthor intended to fommcnifateS H 
more .aith.cl approafh beOins jith listeninOg payinO 
attention  to  fonte“tg  and allojinO  ,friptcre  to 
forreft asscmptions rather than merely scpport 
themS

Hs a man fontinces stcdyinO JodPs jordg he may 
disfover that his desires need attention as mcfh 
as his behaviorS ,friptcre fan reveal pride jhere 
he asscmed he jas simply beinO defisiveS ”t may 
e“pose resentment beneath jhat he fonsidered a 
reasonable fomplaint or fhallenOe the importanfe 
he has plafed on jealth and refoOnitionS Dhese 
disfoveries are not evidenfe that readinO ,friptcre 
has .ailedS Dhey may be part o. the BordPs jorY o. 
brinOinO trcth into plafes that need fhanOeS

Dhe Goly ,pirit is essential to this .ormationS JodPs 
jord is  not  merely  a  folleftion o.  prinfiples  a 
man fan master throcOh ezortS Dhe ,pirit jorYs 
throcOh the trcth o. ,friptcreg direftinO believers 
tojard Lhrist and helpinO them respond in .aith 
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and obedienfeS Dhe aim is a li.e infreasinOly shaped 
by JodPs fharafter rather than the affcmclation o. 
reliOiocs in.ormationS

7est also deserves attention befacse many men 
have learned to assofiate fonstant aftivity jith 
.aith.clnessS Dheir responsibilities are realg  and 
periods o. demandinO jorY may reTcire cncscal 
ezortS Fet it is possible .or a man to befome so 
fommitted to beinO cse.cl that he beOins treatinO 
every moment o. rest as jasted timeS Eventcallyg 
e“hacstion fan azeft his AcdOmentg relationshipsg 
and ability to farry responsibilities jellS

,friptcre presents jorY and rest as meaninO.cl 
parts  o.  hcman  li.eS  Jenesis  desfribes  Jod 
fompletinO Gis jorY o. freation and restinO on the 
seventh dayS Dhe Bord did not rest befacse Ge had 
befome tired or reafhed the limits o. Gis strenOthS 
Gis rest belonOs to the Ooodness and fompletion 
o. Gis freative jorYg and the ,abbath later befame 
part o. ”sraelPs fovenant li.eS

Lhristians have dizered in their cnderstandinO o. 
hoj  ,abbath  fommands  apply  cnder  the  nej 
fovenantS Dhose dizerenfes deserve fare.cl biblifal 
fonsideration rather than beinO settled throcOh 
a Oeneral rcle aboct personal prodcftivityS ,tillg 
,friptcre fonsistently refoOniqes hcman limitations 
and Oives cs reason to reAeft the idea that endless 
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aftivity is the meascre o. .aith.clnessS Ce remain 
freatcres jho depend cpon the BordS

Iescs ozers a deeper invitation to those farryinO 
bcrdens they fannot resolve throcOh their ojn 
ezortS ”n 6atthej fhapter eleveng Ge speaYs aboct 
the revelation o. the xather throcOh the ,on and 
then falls jeary people to fome to GimS

MLome to meg all jho labor and are heavy ladeng and 
” jill Oive yoc restSR

6atthej fhapter eleveng verse tjenty8eiOhtS

Iescs  fontinces  by  invitinO  people  to  taYe  Gis 
yoYe and learn .rom GimS Gis rest is fonnefted 
to befominO Gis disfiple and refeivinO jhat Ge 
Oives rather than fontincinO cnder bcrdens they 
jere never meant to farryS Dhe passaOe shocld not 
be redcfed to a promise that sckfient sleep or 
time ajay .rom jorY jill remove every dikfcltyS 
”t points cs to Lhrist Gimsel. as the wne in jhom 
jeary people Wnd rest .or their soclsS

Dhat  rest  fan  also  inucenfe  the  jay  a  man 
approafhes his ordinary sfhedcleS Ge may need to 
refoOniqe that some fommitments are cnnefessary 
or  that  fertain  e“peftations  have  befome 
cnreasonableS  Ge  may  need to  honor  physifal 
limitationsg maYe room .or .amily relationshipsg or 
stop treatinO prodcftivity as the meascre o. his 
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jorthS Dhese praftifal defisions jill dizer affordinO 
to a manPs firfcmstanfesg bct they fan e“press a 
OrojinO jillinOness to refeive li.e as a Oi.t .rom JodS

7est  reTcires  trcst  befacse  responsibilities  do 
not aljays disappear jhen a man stops jorYinOS 
Dhere may still be cnWnished proAeftsg Wnanfial 
fonfernsg  and  people  jho  need  assistanfeS 
Cisdom  sometimes  reTcires  fontinced  ezortg 
partifclarly  in  seasons  o.  Oencine  needS  Fet  a 
man mcst also refoOniqe that he is not the one 
scstaininO the jorld and that his identity fannot 
depend cpon beinO fontincally availableS

'isfipline also fonferns the desires that inucenfe 
ocr fhoifesS 'esire itsel. is part o. beinO hcman and 
is not actomatifally sin.clS Jod freated people jith 
the fapafity to enAoy .oodg .riendshipg meaninO.cl 
jorYg  beactyg  and  the  Oood  Oi.ts  o.  li.eS  Dhe 
Tcestion is jhether those desires remain jithin the 
pcrposes Jod has established or beOin e“erfisinO 
acthority that belonOs to GimS

,ome desires befome harm.cl befacse they lead 
direftly  tojard sinS  wthers involve Oood thinOs 
that a man beOins pcrscinO jithoct appropriate 
limitsS H desire to provide fan befome a fonscminO 
pcrscit o. jealthg jhile the enAoyment o. .ood or 
entertainment fan beOin OoverninO hoj he cses 
his timeS Even the desire to be respefted fan lead 
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tojard pride jhen a man befomes cnjillinO to 
afYnojledOe jeaYnessS

-acl addresses disfiplined livinO in xirst Lorinthians 
fhapter  nineS  Ge  desfribes  the  sel.8fontrol 
praftifed by athletes preparinO .or fompetition and 
cses their traininO to e“plain his ojn fommitment 
to the OospelS -acl is jillinO to scrrender leOitimate 
.reedoms rather than plafe cnnefessary obstafles 
be.ore those he hopes to reafhS Ge then speaYs 
aboct the disfipline jith jhifh he farries his fallinOS

MNct ” disfipline my body and Yeep it cnder fontrolg 
lest a.ter preafhinO to others ” mysel. shocld be 
disTcaliWedSR

xirst Lorinthians fhapter nineg verse tjenty8sevenS

-acl  is  not  teafhinO  that  the  hcman  body  is 
evil or that physifal sczerinO prodcfes spiritcal 
scperiorityS Ge is desfribinO the seriocsness jith 
jhifh he approafhes his fallinO and the need to 
brinO his fondcft into aOreement jith the Oospel he 
proflaimsS Gis e“ample fhallenOes the asscmption 
that stronO desire actomatifally AcstiWes aftionS 
xaith.clness  sometimes  reTcires  sayinO  no  to 
somethinO available befacse obedienfe matters 
moreS

xor a man todayg restraint may involve steppinO 
ajay .rom an cnhealthy habit  or  settinO limits 
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arocnd  somethinO  that  has  beOcn  fonscminO 
too  mcfh  attentionS  Ge  may  refoOniqe  that 
alfoholg entertainmentg spendinOg or diOital aftivity 
has befome dikfclt to fontrolS Dhe appropriate 
response  jill  depend  cpon  the  behaviorg  its 
fonseTcenfesg  and  jhether  additional  help  is 
neededS Dhe Ooal is .aith.cl .reedom cnder Lhrist 
rather than a pcblif demonstration o. jillpojerS

xastinO provides one biblifal e“ample o. volcntary 
restraintS  ,friptcre  refords  people  .astinO  in 
times  o.  prayerg  repentanfeg  disfernmentg  and 
dependenfe cpon JodS Iescs also spoYe aboct 
.astinOg jarninO aOainst maYinO it a per.ormanfe 
desiOned to impress othersS ”ts meaninO lies in the 
postcre o. seeYinO the Bord rather than the ability 
to endcre hcnOerS

xastinO shocld be praftifed jith jisdomS ,ome 
people have medifal fonditionsg nctritional needsg 
or  histories  that  maYe  abstaininO  .rom  .ood 
inappropriate or cnsa.eS Lhristian matcrity shocld 
never be meascred by the severity o. a personPs 
.astinO praftifeS wther e“pressions o. prayer.cl 
sel.8denial may be appropriateg bct they shocld not 
be fon.csed jith the partifclar biblifal praftife o. 
.astinOS

7estraint befomes valcable jhen it helps a man 
refoOniqe that he does not need to obey every 
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appetite or impclseS Ge fan e“perienfe a desire 
jithoct immediately aftinO cpon itS Ge fan fonsider 
jhether the aftion is Ooodg jhether it honors his 
fommitmentsg and jhether it reuefts his obedienfe 
to LhristS wver timeg these defisions fan befome 
part o. a li.e infreasinOly marYed by sel.8fontrolS

Fet ,friptcre does not leave sel.8fontrol restinO 
cpon  hcman  determinationS  -acl  identiWes 
sel.8fontrol amonO the .rcit o. the ,pirit in Jalatians 
fhapter WveS Ge plafes it alonOside loveg Aoyg peafeg 
patienfeg  Yindnessg  Ooodnessg  .aith.clnessg  and 
OentlenessS Dhese Tcalities belonO to the ,piritPs 
trans.orminO jorY amonO those jho are learninO 
to jalY affordinO to GimS

Dhe  scrrocndinO  passaOe  desfribes  a  fonuift 
betjeen the desires o. the uesh and the ,piritS 
-acl jarns believers aOainst fondcft that reuefts 
sin.cl desires and falls them to live in step jith the 
,piritS Gis teafhinO afYnojledOes that the strcOOle 
is real jhile re.csinO to treat sin.cl desires as ocr 
riOht.cl mastersS Dhe Lhristian li.e involves aftively 
respondinO to the ,pirit rather than attemptinO to 
befome riOhteocs throcOh sel.8sckfienfyS

Dhis  relationship  betjeen JodPs  jorY  and ocr 
response is importantS H man fan establish habitsg 
remove socrfes o. temptationg seeY affocntabilityg 
and maYe deliberate fhoifes to obeyS Dhose aftions 
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matterg  bct  they  fannot  prodcfe  spiritcal  li.e 
independently o. LhristS Ce praftife disfipline as 
people  jho  need  the  BordPs  fontincinO  Orafeg 
asYinO Gim to shape not only ocr aftions bct also 
jhat je have fome to loveS

H manPs desires jill not aljays fhanOe as TcifYly 
as he jishesS Ge may refoOniqe that a habit is 
harm.cl jhile fontincinO to .eel stronOly drajn 
tojard itS ,ome strcOOles reTcire siOniWfant timeg 
scpportg  and  attention  be.ore  lastinO  fhanOe 
befomes visibleS Dhe presenfe o. temptation does 
not actomatifally mean he has .ailedg thocOh he 
remains responsible .or the fhoifes he maYes in 
responseS

Dhe Lhristian response inflcdes repentanfe jhen 
he  sins  and  perseveranfe  jhen  obedienfe  is 
dikfcltS Ge may need to fon.ess a repeated .ailcreg 
establish nej bocndariesg or asY a trcsted person 
to help him remain affocntableS Gis aim is not 
to prove that he fan overfome every jeaYness 
aloneS ”t is to Yeep retcrninO to Lhrist and respond 
.aith.clly to jhat Jod has revealedS

Iescs  also  teafhes  that  .aith.clness  in  smaller 
responsibilities mattersS ”n BcYe fhapter si“teeng 
Ge  is  speaYinO  aboct  the  cse  o.  jealth 
and  the  relationship  betjeen  stejardship 
and  trcstjorthinessS  Ge  e“plains  that  the 



DISCIPLINE AND DESIRE 153

fharafter demonstrated in lesser responsibilities 
is fonnefted to the jay a person handles Oreater 
onesS

Mwne jho is .aith.cl in a very little is also .aith.cl in 
mcfhSR

BcYe fhapter si“teeng verse tenS

Dhe passaOe shocld not befome a promise that 
.aith.clly fompletinO small tasYs jill lead to Oreater 
jealth or a hiOher positionS Iescs is addressinO 
trcstjorthy  stejardshipg  espefially  in  matters 
involvinO possessionsS Dhe prinfiple reminds cs that 
inteOrity is e“pressed throcOh the responsibilities 
already in ocr handsS H man need not jait .or 
a remarYable opportcnity be.ore he fan praftife 
.aith.cl obedienfeS

Dhat obedienfe may looY ordinaryS Ge tells the trcth 
jhen dishonesty jocld maYe a sitcation easierg 
fompletes jorY fare.clly jhen no one is fhefYinOg 
and Yeeps fommitments jhen enthcsiasm has 
.adedS  Ge  maYes  time  .or  prayer  even  dcrinO 
demandinO  seasons  and  retcrns  to  ,friptcre 
jhen other voifes befome more attraftiveS Dhese 
defisions do not earn his plafe jith Jodg bct they 
fan reueft the jorY o. Orafe jithin his li.eS

Dhere jill be days jhen disfipline .eels natcral and 
others jhen everythinO reTcires more ezortS H man 
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may need to adAcst his habits dcrinO illnessg Orie.g 
travelg or a season o. cncscal .amily responsibilityS 
xaith.clness does not aljays mean maintaininO 
the same roctine reOardless o. firfcmstanfesS ”t 
reTcires  jisdom aboct  jhat  is  possible  and a 
jillinOness to Yeep dependinO cpon the BordS

9or shocld disfipline befome a reason to AcdOe 
other believers by octjard roctinesS wne man may 
beneWt .rom early morninO prayer jhile another 
Wnds that eveninO provides the most fonsistent 
opportcnityS  ,ome  read  ,friptcre  in  e“tended 
periodsg jhile others enOaOe it .aith.clly in shorter 
portionsS Dhe important fonfern is jhether these 
praftifes are drajinO a believer into a li.e o. trcthg 
prayerg and obedienfe to LhristS

,piritcal habits fan also befome distorted jhen a 
man beOins taYinO pride in themS Ge may befome 
more fonferned jith maintaininO an impressive 
roctine than jith lovinO the people arocnd himS 
Ge miOht  Oroj impatient  jith believers  jhose 
praftifes looY dizerent or believe that fonsistenfy 
Oives  him a  hiOher  standinO  be.ore  JodS  Chat 
beOan as a help.cl praftife fan befome another 
opportcnity .or sel.8relianfe i. hcmility is neOleftedS

Iescs repeatedly fon.ronted reliOiocs aftivity that 
protefted appearanfes  jhile  leavinO  the  heart 
cnfhanOedS Ge falled Gis .ollojers tojard sinfere 
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devotion be.ore the xatherg jhere OivinOg prayerg 
and .astinO jere no lonOer per.ormanfes .or pcblif 
approvalS  Gis  teafhinO  invites  men to  e“amine 
the  pcrpose  behind  their  praftifesS  Dhe  Ooal 
is  fommcnion jith Jod and a li.e  infreasinOly 
responsive to Gis jordS

Hs  yoc fonsider  yocr  habitsg  thinY  aboct  jhat 
reOclarly refeives yocr attention and jhat those 
praftifes are fcltivatinO jithin yocS 9otife jhether 
yocr sfhedcle leaves meaninO.cl room .or prayerg 
,friptcreg  restg  and relationshipsS  Lonsider  the 
desires that most stronOly inucenfe yocr defisionsg 
espefially jhen they fompete jith responsibilities 
yoc Ynoj are importantS Dhese observations fan 
help yoc refoOniqe jhere a dizerent response may 
be neededS

Foc  may  disfover  a  praftife  that  has  been 
strenOtheninO  yocr  .aith  or  a  habit  that  has 
Oradcally befome dikfclt to fontrolS Jive thanYs 
.or jhat is  Oood and afYnojledOe jhat needs 
to fhanOeS ,eeY jisdom .rom ,friptcreg pray .or 
the ,piritPs helpg and taYe praftifal steps jhere 
obedienfe  reTcires  themS  Foc  do  not  need  to 
trans.orm yocr entire li.e in a sinOle defision to 
beOin respondinO .aith.clly todayS

'isfipline  and  desire  belonO  toOether  befacse 
the habits je praftife inucenfe jhat je fome 
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to valceS -rayer tcrns ocr attention tojard the 
xatherg ,friptcre teafhes cs to refoOniqe trcthg rest 
reminds cs o. ocr dependenfeg and restraint helps 
cs respond jisely to the desires je e“perienfeS 
DhrocOh these ordinary praftifesg believers learn to 
live in step jith the Goly ,piritS Dhe lastinO jorY 
belonOs to Jodg jho fontinces .orminO Gis people 
into the liYeness o. LhristS

Dhat  .ormation  jas  never  intended  to  remain 
entirely privateS Dhe same habits that shape a manPs 
prayerg fondcftg and desires also inucenfe the jay 
he relates to other believersS Ge needs people jho 
jill enfocraOe himg speaY trcth.cllyg and jalY jith 
him throcOh seasons jhen .aith.clness is dikfcltS 
Dhe ne“t fhapter jill fonsider brotherhood and the 
liOhtg jhere disfipleship befomes part o. a shared 
li.e be.ore IescsS



Chapter Nine

Brotherhood and the 
Light

A man can spend much of  his  life  surrounded 
by people and still feel that very few truly know 
him. He may work alongside others, participate in 
his church, attend family gatherings, and maintain 
friendships  that  have  lasted  for  years.  People 
know  what  he  does,  where  he  lives,  and  the 
responsibilities he carries. Yet the deeper concerns 
shaping his decisions may remain largely unknown.

For some men, that distance develops gradually. 
Work becomes demanding, children grow older, 
schedules qll, and friendships that once felt natural 
reOuire  more  exort  to  maintain.  'thers  have 
learned through eTperience to keep their struggles 
private because they fear becoming a burden or 
losing someoneNs  respect.  zhey may oxer help 
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readily while qnding it diIcult to admit when they 
need the same care.

zhere is nothing wrong with having appropriate 
privacy.  Sot  every  friendship  needs  to  involve 
deeply  personal  conversations,  and  healthy 
relationships develop dixerent levels of trust. Yet 
a man can become so accustomed to handling 
life alone that he no longer recogniCes what he 
is missing. Gndependence may serve him well in 
certain responsibilities while Ouietly limiting his 
ability to receive encouragement, correction, and 
care.

Jcripture gives us a dixerent understanding of 
jhristian life. Lod calls individuals to repent, believe 
in Eesus jhrist, and follow Him, but He does not 
leave believers disconnected from one another. 
zhose who belong to Eesus are Boined to His body, 
the  jhurch.  zheir  growth  takes  place  within  a 
shared life where love, truth, worship, service, and 
mutual responsibility belong together.

zhe  original  creation  account  also  reminds  us 
that human beings were made for relationship. Gn 
Lenesis chapter two, Lod observes that the man 
is alone and declares that this is not good. zhe 
“ord then provides the woman, establishing the 
marriage relationship within His good creation. zhat 
passage speaks directly to the creation of woman 
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and the union of husband and wife, rather than 
serving as a speciqc command that every man must 
develop a particular kind of friendship.

Jtill,  the broader testimony of Jcripture makes 
clear that human life was never intended to be 
lived in complete isolation. Families, friendships, 
congregations, and communities provide dixerent 
settings in which people learn to love and serve. 
”ach relationship has its own responsibilities and 
boundaries. Mrotherhood belongs within that wider 
design as men seek to encourage one another in 
following jhrist.

zhe  wisdom  literature  of  the  'ld  zestament 
recogniCes  the  value  of  companionship. 
”cclesiastes  considers  the  limitations  of  labor 
pursued  without  meaningful  relationships  and 
describes the practical help people can oxer one 
another. Gts language is grounded in the ordinary 
eTperiences of work, hardship, and vulnerability.

‘zwo are better than one, because they have a good 
reward for their toil.’

”cclesiastes chapter four, verse nine.

zhe  neTt  verse  describes  one  person  helping 
another who has fallen. zhe passage continues by 
considering warmth, protection, and the greater 
strength that comes from companionship. zhese 
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are practical observations about shared life, not a 
guarantee that having friends will remove hardship. 
zhe writer recogniCes that people are often better 
able to face lifeNs diIculties when they do not have 
to carry everything alone.

-ost men can remember a season when another 
personNs presence made a meaningful dixerence. 
A friend may have helped during a diIcult move, 
stayed close after a family loss, or oxered counsel 
when an important decision became overwhelming. 
Jometimes  that  support  came  through  a  long 
conversation, while at other times someone simply 
arrived and helped with what needed to be done. 
zhose  ordinary  acts  of  friendship  can  become 
eTpressions of LodNs care.

Mrotherhood includes that practical  dimension, 
but jhristian friendship also reaches into matters 
of  faith  and  character.  A  trusted  brother  may 
notice when a manNs words have become unusually 
discouraged or when his responsibilities are leaving 
little room for family and worship. He may oxer 
perspective that is diIcult to recogniCe from inside 
the situation. His concern is directed toward the 
manNs good rather than toward gaining inRuence 
over his decisions.

zhis  kind  of  friendship  becomes  especially 
important  because  sin  can  distort  the  way  we 
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understand ourselves. A man may begin Bustifying a 
decision he once knew was wrong. He may become 
resentful toward someone who has disappointed 
him or convince himself that a private habit has no 
conseOuences because no one else knows about it. 
When those beliefs remain unchallenged, they can 
become increasingly familiar.

zhe  writer  of  Hebrews  addresses  the  danger 
of spiritual hardening while reRecting on GsraelNs 
rebellion in the wilderness.  He warns believers 
against developing an unbelieving heart that turns 
away from the living Lod. zhen he calls them to 
encourage one another so they will not become 
hardened through sinNs deception.

‘Mut eThort one another every day, as long as it is 
called 7today,8 that none of you may be hardened by 
the deceitfulness of sin.’

Hebrews chapter three, verse thirteen.

zhe  warning  belongs  to  a  larger  appeal  about 
hearing  LodNs  voice  and  responding  in  faith. 
Hebrews recalls the generation that witnessed the 
“ordNs deliverance but hardened their hearts in 
unbelief. zhe writer urges the jhristian community 
to remain attentive to LodNs word and to encourage 
one another toward perseverance. zheir shared 
responsibility matters because sin does not always 
announce itself clearly.
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zhe word eThort  involves more than oxering a 
comforting statement. ”ncouragement can include 
reminding  someone  of  LodNs  promises,  urging 
faithful obedience, and speaking honestly when a 
person is moving toward danger. Gt is rooted in 
concern for another believerNs perseverance. zhe 
goal is to help one another remain faithful to Eesus 
rather than simply feel better about the choices 
already being made.

zhat is a meaningful responsibility for jhristian 
brothers. A man who is becoming bitter may need 
someone willing to ask what has happened and 
how  he  is  responding.  Jomeone  drifting  away 
from jhristian community may need a friend who 
notices his absence and reaches out. A man facing 
temptation may need encouragement before his 
choices become destructive.

Juch conversations reOuire  humility  from both 
people. zhe man oxering counsel must remember 
that he also needs grace and correction. zhe person 
receiving  it  should  be  willing  to  listen  without 
assuming that every diIcult Ouestion is an attack. 
Seither should confuse friendship with the right to 
control another personNs life.

Jome  men  avoid  these  relationships  because 
correction  has  been  used  against  them  in  the 
past.  zhey  may  have  eTperienced  humiliation, 
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gossip, or authority eTercised without care. zhose 
eTperiences deserve to be taken seriously, and 
rebuilding trust may reOuire time. JcriptureNs call 
to encourage one another should never become 
permission for intrusive Ouestioning, coercion, or 
the careless sharing of another personNs private 
struggles.

zrustworthy  brotherhood  develops  through 
consistent character. A man learns whether a friend 
keeps  conqdences,  speaks  truthfully,  receives 
correction himself, and remains present when life 
becomes diIcult. -utual respect allows honesty 
to grow without reOuiring that every conversation 
become deeply personal. zrust is cultivated rather 
than demanded.

Proverbs gives us a familiar image for the inRuence 
people can have upon one another.

‘Gron  sharpens  iron,  and  one  man  sharpens 
another.’

Proverbs chapter twenty9seven, verse seventeen.

zhe proverb describes the exect one person can 
have upon another. Gt belongs to wisdom teaching 
that recogniCes both the beneqts and dangers of 
human relationships. jompanions inRuence the 
way we think and live, and the people we spend 
time with can help us develop better Budgment. zhat 



JESUS & MANHOOD164

inRuence deserves attention because friendship is 
rarely neutral in the formation of character.

zhe sharpening image is sometimes used to Bustify 
harsh confrontation, as though causing discomfort 
were proof of spiritual maturity. zhe proverb does 
not give a man permission to demean another 
person or treat constant criticism as friendship. 
jorrection should be truthful, appropriate, and 
directed  toward  someoneNs  good.  zhe  person 
oxering it must remain willing to eTamine his own 
motives and conduct.

A  faithful  brother  can  oxer  something  more 
valuable  than  constant  agreement.  He  may 
challenge an assumption, notice a contradiction, or 
ask a Ouestion that helps another man consider a 
dixerent response. He may also recogniCe growth 
that his friend has overlooked and encourage him 
to give thanks for LodNs work. Mrotherhood includes 
both correction and the willingness to celebrate 
another personNs faithfulness.

zhere is a dixerence between being known and 
being continually  eTamined.  Healthy friendship 
makes  room  for  shared  interests,  humor, 
hospitality,  work,  and the simple enBoyment of 
another personNs company. -en do not need to 
turn every gathering into a formal accountability 
meeting.  :elationships  often  become  strong 
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through ordinary eTperiences that allow trust to 
develop naturally.

EesusN life with His disciples gives us a rich picture 
of shared discipleship. He called men from dixerent 
backgrounds to follow Him, and they spent time 
traveling, eating, listening, and serving together. 
zhey watched Him respond to suxering, confront 
hypocrisy, pray, teach, and welcome people others 
overlooked.  zheir  formation  happened  in  the 
presence of the 'ne they were learning to follow.

zhe  disciples  also  eTperienced the  diIculty  of 
living  together.  zhey  argued  about  greatness, 
misunderstood EesusN  teaching,  and sometimes 
responded poorly to people outside their group. 
Eesus corrected them while continuing to prepare 
them for the responsibilities ahead. He showed 
them that greatness in His kingdom was eTpressed 
through service rather than the pursuit of status.

We should remember that EesusN relationship with 
the disciples was uniOue. He was their “ord and 
Javior, not merely an eTperienced friend oxering 
helpful advice. His authority, sinlessness, and saving 
mission distinguish Him from everyone who follows 
Him. jhristian brothers can learn from His eTample, 
but no man should assume that he possesses the 
same authority over another believer.
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Sear the end of His earthly ministry, Eesus gave 
the disciples a new commandment to love one 
another as He had loved them. He eTplained that 
their love would help identify them as His disciples. 
zhat command reached beyond the original group 
and became part of the shared life of the jhurch. 
zhe people Eesus saves are called to reRect His 
self9giving love in the way they treat one another.

zhis gives brotherhood a purpose greater than 
companionship  alone.  Friendship  can  provide 
enBoyment, encouragement, and practical support, 
all  of  which  are  meaningful  gifts.  jhristian 
brotherhood also creates opportunities to help 
one  another  remain  close  to  Eesus.  -en  can 
pray  together,  discuss  Jcripture,  serve  their 
communities, and oxer support when obedience 
becomes diIcult.

zhe  Sew  zestament  does  not  suggest  that  a 
man should limit meaningful jhristian relationships 
only  to  other  men.  Melievers  belong  to  one 
body  that  includes  women  and  men,  people 
of dixerent ages, and those with dixerent gifts 
and eTperiences.  -arriage,  family,  mentorship, 
and congregational relationships contribute to a 
manNs growth in distinct ways. Mrotherhood is one 
valuable eTpression of jhristian community rather 
than a replacement for the wider jhurch.
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For some men, close friendships with other men 
create opportunities to discuss eTperiences they 
qnd diIcult to eTplain elsewhere. A father may 
beneqt  from  talking  with  another  father  who 
understands the responsibilities he carries. A single 
man may qnd encouragement through friendships 
that recogniCe his particular circumstances and 
calling.  'lder  men  can  share  wisdom  gained 
through years of faithful living while remaining 
willing to learn from younger believers.

zhese  relationships  need  not  depend  upon 
everyone having similar lives. A man may develop 
a  meaningful  friendship  with  someone  whose 
work, income, family circumstances, or background 
dixers considerably from his own. zheir common 
faith gives them reasons to listen with patience 
and care.  zhe diversity  of  the jhurch can help 
men recogniCe that their own eTperience is not the 
measure of every faithful jhristian life.

Mrotherhood becomes especially important when 
a  man  begins  struggling  with  something  he 
has concealed. zhe previous chapter considered 
integrity  in  the  hidden  life  and  the  need  to 
respond  honestly  to  sin.  Here  that  honesty 
reaches into relationships with believers who can 
provide prayer, encouragement, and appropriate 
accountability. zhe purpose is faithful fellowship, 
not public eTposure.
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Eames  gives  the  jhurch  instruction  about 
confession within a passage addressing suxering, 
prayer, and the care of those who are sick. He calls 
believers to pray and speaks about LodNs healing 
work.  zhen he connects confession and prayer 
with the responsibility jhristians have toward one 
another.

‘zherefore, confess your sins to one another and 
pray for one another, that you may be healed.’

Eames chapter qve, verse siTteen.

Eames  does  not  describe  confession  as  a 
performance that  earns  forgiveness  from Lod. 
Sor should his  words be used to promise that 
every illness, temptation, or emotional struggle 
will immediately disappear when a man speaks 
about it. zhe passage calls believers toward honest 
prayer and shared concern while directing their 
dependence toward the “ord. Gt gives confession a 
meaningful place within jhristian fellowship.

A  man  who  confesses  sin  needs  more  than 
someone  willing  to  listen.  He  may  need  help 
recogniCing what faithful repentance reOuires and 
how his  actions  have  axected  other  people.  Gf 
he has caused harm, accountability may involve 
changed behavior, restitution, formal reporting, or 
conseOuences that cannot be resolved through a 
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private conversation. A brother can oxer support 
without minimiCing the responsibilities that remain.

jonqdentiality  is  important,  but  it  has  limits 
where  the  protection  of  others  is  concerned. 
A  trusted  friend  should  not  promise  absolute 
secrecy about abuse, serious threats, or conduct 
reOuiring appropriate reporting or intervention. 
Wisdom  reOuires  recogniCing  when  pastoral 
leaders, Oualiqed professionals, or civil authorities 
need to be involved. Protecting people from harm 
is consistent with jhristian love.

zhere  are  also  struggles  that  beneqt  from 
professional care. A man facing severe depression, 
addiction, trauma, or patterns of behavior that 
threaten  his  safety  or  the  safety  of  others 
may reOuire support beyond what a friend can 
provide. jhristian brotherhood can remain valuable 
alongside appropriate treatment. Jeeking Oualiqed 
help  does  not  mean  that  prayer,  Jcripture,  or 
friendship have failed.

Healthy  accountability  recogniCes  these 
distinctions. Gt does not attempt to turn one man 
into another manNs supervisor in every area of life. 
Gnstead, it establishes a relationship in which both 
people can speak truthfully, encourage obedience, 
and remain accountable to jhrist. zhe arrangement 
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should be clear enough to be useful and respectful 
enough to preserve personal responsibility.

For  eTample,  two  friends  may  agree  to  speak 
regularly  about  their  marriages,  work,  spiritual 
practices, or particular areas of temptation. zhey 
can  ask  one  another  whether  commitments 
have been honored and whether anything needs 
prayer  or  correction.  Gf  a  concern  becomes 
serious, they can seek additional help rather than 
pretending that their friendship alone is suIcient. 
zhe  relationship  remains  centered  on  faithful 
discipleship rather than managing appearances.

zhese  conversations  work  best  when  men  are 
willing  to  be  speciqc.  A  vague  Ouestion  about 
whether  everything  is  going  well  may  receive 
an  eOually  vague  answer.  A  more  thoughtful 
conversation might eTplore how a diIcult decision 
was handled or whether a particular  habit  has 
begun axecting a relationship. Jpeciqcity creates 
room  for  meaningful  encouragement  without 
reOuiring intrusive curiosity.

-utual  accountability  also  allows  a  man  to 
recogniCe his own limitations. zhe person oxering 
counsel today may need correction tomorrow. His 
eTperience and maturity can be valuable, but they 
do not make him immune to pride or temptation. 
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Moth men stand beneath the authority of Jcripture 
and depend upon the mercy of jhrist.

Paul gives the Lalatian believers similar instruction 
when he speaks about restoring someone caught 
in transgression. He calls those who are spiritual to 
respond with gentleness while remaining watchful 
over themselves. zhe passage Boins responsibility 
for  another  personNs  good with  humility  about 
oneNs own vulnerability. jorrection should seek 
restoration rather than create an opportunity for 
superiority.

He then gives a broader command about the shared 
responsibilities of jhristian life.

‘Mear one anotherNs burdens, and so fulqll the law 
of jhrist.’

Lalatians chapter siT, verse two.

zhe surrounding passage concerns restoration, 
humility,  and  responsibility.  Mearing  burdens 
may involve helping someone resist temptation, 
supporting  a  person  through  suxering,  or 
providing  practical  care  when  circumstances 
become overwhelming. Gt does not mean assuming 
responsibility for every decision another person 
makes. jhristian love helps others carry what is 
heavy while respecting the responsibilities Lod has 
given them.
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Jometimes carrying a burden reOuires practical 
action rather than an eTtended conversation. A 
brother may help another man complete work after 
a family emergency, provide transportation during 
an illness, or sit with someone who has received 
diIcult news. He may bring a meal, assist with 
a repair, or remain present through a season of 
grief. Juch acts can communicate faithful love when 
words feel inadeOuate.

Mrotherhood also includes encouragement during 
ordinary seasons. -en need people who recogniCe 
good work, celebrate meaningful milestones, and 
remain  interested  when  there  is  no  crisis  to 
resolve. A friendship built only around problems 
can  become  eThausting.  Jhared  gratitude  and 
enBoyment are part of the life believers can receive 
together.

zhis kind of community rarely develops without 
attention.  -ost  men  have  responsibilities  that 
compete  for  their  time,  and  friendships  can 
gradually become limited to occasional messages or 
brief conversations. Muilding deeper relationships 
may reOuire an invitation to share a meal, meet 
regularly, serve together, or spend time discussing 
the things that matter. zhe rhythm need not be 
complicated to become meaningful.
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A  man  may  need  to  take  the  qrst  step  rather 
than waiting for someone else to reach out. He 
could reconnect with a friend, invite another man 
to breakfast, or become more involved in the life 
of his church. He may discover that others are 
also looking for relationships where they can speak 
openly and receive encouragement. zrust will take 
time, and not every connection will develop into a 
close friendship.

zhere  will  also  be  seasons  when  relationships 
change.  A  friend  may  move  away,  family 
responsibilities  may  limit  time  together,  or  a 
relationship  may  need  distance  because  trust 
has  been  damaged.  zhose  changes  can  be 
disappointing without meaning that brotherhood 
has failed. Faithful community includes patience 
with  circumstances  and  wisdom  about  the 
relationships that remain possible.

For men who have eTperienced betrayal, rebuilding 
trust may be especially diIcult. zhey may need 
time to recogniCe the dixerence between a reliable 
friend  and  someone  who  repeatedly  misuses 
private information. zhe “ord does not reOuire 
them to ignore that history or oxer unrestricted 
access  to  people  who  remain  unsafe.  Wise 
friendship respects boundaries while leaving room 
for trustworthy relationships to develop.
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As  a  man  grows  in  brotherhood,  he  may  also 
discover  that  he  has  something  important  to 
oxer.  His  eTperience  can  encourage  someone 
facing an unfamiliar responsibility. His willingness 
to  listen  may  help  another  man work  through 
disappointment,  and  his  prayers  may  provide 
comfort during a diIcult season. He does not need 
to become a pastor, counselor, or recogniCed leader 
before he can care faithfully for another believer.

zhe jhurch is meant to be a place where these 
relationships  can  grow.  jongregations  provide 
opportunities for worship, teaching, prayer, service, 
and  shared  responsibility.  A  church  cannot 
guarantee that everyone will immediately qnd close 
friendship, and some congregations have serious 
relational failures that need correction. Yet the 
biblical vision remains one of believers learning to 
love and serve as members of jhristNs body.

Hebrews returns to that shared responsibility later 
in the letter. After encouraging believers to draw 
near  to  Lod  through  Eesus  jhrist,  the  writer 
calls  them  to  consider  how  they  can  stir  one 
another toward love and good works. He warns 
against neglecting their gathering together and 
urges them to continue oxering encouragement. 
zheir perseverance is connected to their life as a 
community.
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zhat teaching gives brotherhood a direction. -en 
gather for more than maintaining a social circle 
or qnding people who share their interests. zhey 
encourage one another to love Lod, serve others, 
remain faithful in diIculty, and continue following 
Eesus. zheir friendships become one of the places 
where the truth of the gospel shapes ordinary life.

As you consider your own relationships, think about 
the men who know you beyond the responsibilities 
you carry. jonsider whom you can approach when 
you need counsel and who would feel comfortable 
speaking honestly if your choices began causing 
concern. You may have trusted friendships that 
deserve more intentional attention, or you may 
recogniCe that meaningful connection has gradually 
become less common in your life.

You can respond by becoming more available to 
the people already around you. -ake room for 
conversation, ask thoughtful Ouestions, and oxer 
encouragement when you notice someone carrying 
a diIcult burden. Practice discretion when another 
man  trusts  you  with  something  personal,  and 
remain willing to receive the same honesty you 
hope to oxer. Mrotherhood grows when people 
eTperience both truth and care.

So  human  friendship  can  carry  the  place 
that  belongs to  Eesus.  Mrothers  will  sometimes 
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misunderstand one another, fail to respond well, or 
reach the limits of what they can provide. zhe “ord 
remains the Javior and Jhepherd of His people. 
jhristian relationships are valuable because they 
help us remain attentive to Him, not because they 
remove our need for His grace.

Walking in the light means responding truthfully 
to what Lod reveals and learning to live without 
protecting sin through deception. zrusted brothers 
can help in that work through prayer, correction, 
encouragement, and faithful presence. zhey can 
also  remind  a  man  of  LodNs  goodness  when 
suxering  makes  hope  diIcult  to  see.  zhese 
relationships  become meaningful  as  both  men 
continue depending upon jhrist.

zhe  life  of  discipleship  involves  personal  faith, 
but  it  was  never  intended to  remain  a  private 
undertaking. Eesus gathers His people into a shared 
life where they learn to carry burdens, speak truth, 
and practice love. A man who receives that gift can 
become stronger in faith without becoming more 
independent of everyone around him. He learns to 
follow jhrist in the company of people who need 
the same grace.

zhat shared encouragement becomes especially 
important when obedience carries a cost. zhere 
will  be  moments  when  a  man  must  choose 
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faithfulness over approval, comfort, or an easier 
path. Mrotherhood can help him remain steady, but 
the decision to obey still belongs to him. zhe neTt 
chapter will consider that responsibility as we turn 
toward obedience over comfort.



Chapter Ten

Obedience Over 
Comfort

Every man makes choices about what matters most. 
Some choices involve responsibilities that are easy 
to recognize, such as caring for family, completing 
work,  or honoring a commitment.  Others arise 
when two desires begin pulling him in diHerent 
directions. qe may know what is right while also 
recognizing that obedience will reCuire something 
he would rather not surrender.

Momfort can make those decisions more dijcult. 
Tost men appreciate a measure of stability, the 
enDoyment of familiar routines, and the freedom 
to  pursue  meaningful  interests.  Jhose  are  not 
necessarily problems, and Scripture gives us reason 
to receive the good gifts  of  life  with gratitude. 
Aijculty  begins  when  remaining  comfortable 
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becomes  more  important  than  following  xesus 
faithfully.

I man may recognize this  tension in his  work. 
qe knows that a decision needs to be corrected, 
but  admitting  the  mistake  could  damage  his 
reputation. qe may avoid an honest conversation 
with his wife because he eWpects disagreement 
or delay a necessary change because the current 
arrangement feels familiar. Ln such moments, his 
choices reveal whether comfort or obedience is 
governing his response.

Jhe Mhristian life calls  us to something deeper 
than Pnding a manageable way through dijcult 
circumstances.  xesus  calls  people  to  follow 
qim, bringing their desires, responsibilities, and 
ambitions under qis authority. Jhat call includes 
forgiveness and new life through qis grace, but it 
also gives our lives a diHerent direction. “e learn to 
trust qim even when qis word challenges what we 
would prefer.

xesus spoke openly about the cost of discipleship. 
Ln ”uke chapter nine, -eter has confessed qim 
as the Mhrist, and xesus has begun eWplaining the 
suHering, reDection, death, and resurrection that lie 
ahead. qe then addresses those who would follow 
qim, connecting discipleship with a willingness to 
surrender their claim to direct their own lives.
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RLf  anyone would  come after  me,  let  him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.F

”uke chapter nine, verse twentyGthree.

Jhese words would have carried a serious meaning 
in a world where the cross was associated with 
Noman eWecution.  xesus  was  not  describing  an 
ordinary inconvenience or oHering a dramatic way 
to talk about frustration. qe was preparing qis 
followers to understand that allegiance to qim 
could involve real suHering and the surrender of 
their own ambitions. 'ollowing the Tessiah would 
reCuire more than admiration for qis teaching.

xesus continued by teaching that those who seek to 
preserve their lives apart from qim will ultimately 
lose them, while  those who lose their  lives for 
qis  sake  will  save  them.  qe  was  directing  qis 
listeners  beyond immediate  safety  and earthly 
success toward the life found in qim. Jhe call to 
deny ourselves therefore begins with recognizing 
qis authority. Our preferences no longer have the 
Pnal word over what it means to live faithfully.

Jhat distinction matters because selfGdenial can be 
misunderstood. xesus does not command people 
to despise the lives Bod has given them, ignore 
their needs, or treat every eWperience of pleasure as 
sinful. Kor does qe reCuire someone to remain in 
an abusive or dangerous situation simply to prove 
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that following qim is costly. Jhe cross concerns 
allegiance to Mhrist  and the suHering that may 
accompany faithfulness, rather than the deliberate 
pursuit of pain.

I  man  may  need  to  make  a  dijcult  decision 
because obedience reCuires it. qe may also need 
to  receive  rest,  establish  a  boundary,  or  seek 
protection because those are wise and faithful 
responses to his circumstances. Aijculty alone 
does  not  make  a  choice  holy.  Jhe  Cuestion  is 
whether his response agrees with the truth and 
character of xesus.

Jhroughout  Scripture,  BodYs  people  encounter 
moments when trust must become visible through 
obedience. Ibraham received promises from the 
”ord and was called to leave familiar surroundings 
without knowing everything that lay ahead. Toses 
returned  to  Egypt  to  confront  -haraoh  after 
receiving BodYs assurance that qe would be with 
him. Jheir stories took diHerent directions, but both 
men were called to respond to BodYs word when the 
outcome remained uncertain.

IbrahamYs  obedience  grew  from  the  promises 
Bod had made to him. qebrews chapter eleven 
describes his response as an eWpression of faith, 
emphasizing that he went out without knowing 
where  he  was  going.  Jhe  passage  does  not 
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make uncertainty itself a virtue. Ibraham obeyed 
because the ”ord had spoken, and his conPdence 
rested in the One who made the promise.

Jhis is important for men who are drawn toward 
risk.  I  business  opportunity,  maDor  Pnancial 
decision,  or  personal  ambition  may  involve 
uncertainty, but taking a risk does not automatically 
make an action an eWpression of faith. Scripture 
does not give us permission to call every desire a 
divine calling simply because pursuing it reCuires 
courage. 'aithful decisions involve prayer, biblical 
wisdom, appropriate counsel, and careful attention 
to the responsibilities already entrusted to us.

Sometimes obedience may mean moving forward 
despite uncertainty. It other times, it may reCuire 
waiting, declining an opportunity, or accepting that 
a  desired  outcome  is  not  wise.  I  man  can  be 
courageous in either response when he is seeking 
to honor the ”ord. Jhe measure is faithfulness 
rather  than  the  eWcitement  or  dijculty  of  the 
decision.

Jhe  book  of  Aaniel  gives  another  picture 
of  obedience  when  circumstances  become 
threatening. Aaniel and his companions lived as 
eWiles  in  ;abylon,  where  they  faced  pressures 
connected  to  the  practices  and  authority  of  a 
foreign kingdom. Jhey were called to serve within 
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that setting while remaining faithful to the Bod of 
Lsrael. Jheir loyalty was tested when the demands 
placed upon them con8icted with their worship of 
the ”ord.

Ln Aaniel chapter three, Shadrach, Teshach, and 
Ibednego refused to worship the image set up by 
9ing Kebuchadnezzar. Jheir refusal placed them in 
danger of death, and they did not know whether 
Bod would deliver them from the furnace. Jhey 
acknowledged qis power to save while remaining 
committed to obedience even if deliverance did not 
come.

Jheir faithfulness did not depend upon a guarantee 
that the situation would end comfortably. Jhey 
trusted Bod while recognizing that obedience could 
cost their lives. Jhe ”ord delivered them in that 
account, but the wider testimony of Scripture shows 
that faithful believers are not always rescued from 
suHering in the same way. Jheir eWample teaches 
steadfast allegiance to Bod rather than a promise 
that  every  courageous  decision  will  produce  a 
favorable earthly outcome.

Jhe apostles later faced a similar con8ict when 
authorities ordered them to stop teaching in the 
name of xesus. Jhey had witnessed qis resurrection 
and received the responsibility of proclaiming the 
gospel. “hen the council confronted them, -eter 
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and the other apostles made clear which authority 
came Prst.

R“e must obey Bod rather than men.F

Icts chapter Pve, verse twentyGnine.

Jheir  response  arose  from  a  direct  con8ict 
between BodYs  command and the  demands of 
human authorities. Jhe apostles were not declaring 
that  Mhristians  should  disregard  every  law  or 
reDect appropriate leadership. Scripture elsewhere 
teaches the importance of honoring authorities 
and fulPlling civic responsibilities. qere, however, 
obedience to those authorities would have reCuired 
disobedience to Mhrist.

Jhat  distinction  is  necessary  because  appeals 
to  obedience  can  be  misused.  I  man  may 
disagree  with  a  supervisor,  church  leader,  or 
government  policy  without  that  disagreement 
necessarily becoming an issue of faithfulness to 
xesus.  qe  should  eWamine  the  facts,  consider 
the responsibilities involved, and distinguish clear 
biblical commands from personal convictions or 
preferences. Mourage reCuires discernment as well 
as a willingness to act.

Tost men will not face the same circumstances as 
Aaniel or the apostles. Jheir ordinary opportunities 
for obedience may be less visible, yet those choices 



OBEDIENCE OVER COMFORT 185

remain meaningful before Bod. I man may need 
to refuse a dishonest Pnancial practice, confront 
his  own  harmful  behavior,  or  remain  faithful 
to  a  commitment  that  no  longer  provides  the 
recognition he eWpected. Jhese decisions can shape 
his character and aHect the people who depend 
upon him.

I  father  may  discover  that  his  schedule  has 
gradually  placed  his  children  behind  other 
priorities. qe has worked hard to provide for them, 
and that responsibility deserves respect. :et he 
may recognize that his presence, attention, and 
patience also matter. 'aithfulness could reCuire 
reconsidering commitments and changing habits 
that have become comfortable.

I husband may face a diHerent decision when 
tension develops in marriage. qe might know that 
he needs to listen more carefully or acknowledge 
something hurtful he has said. Aefending himself 
could feel easier because it allows him to protect 
his  intentions  and  eWplain  why  his  response 
seemed reasonable. Obedience may involve taking 
responsibility,  asking  forgiveness,  and  making 
changes that demonstrate genuine care.

It work, a man may be asked to make a choice that 
benePts him but treats another person unfairly. 
qe  might  be  able  to  Dustify  the  decision  as 
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ordinary  business  practice  or  assume that  the 
conseCuences will remain unnoticed. Lntegrity calls 
him to consider whether the action agrees with the 
truth he professes. I favorable outcome cannot 
make dishonesty or eWploitation faithful.

Jhese eWamples show why comfort can become 
such a powerful in8uence. Lt often appears through 
reasonable  desires  for  security,  acceptance,  or 
predictability. I man may not deliberately decide 
to reDect BodYs instruction. qe may simply continue 
postponing the response he knows is needed until 
avoidance begins to feel normal.

Jhe longer a man delays, the easier it can become 
to  eWplain  the  delay.  qe  may  tell  himself  that 
another conversation will only create con8ict or that 
a private habit will eventually disappear without 
attention. qe may believe a dijcult situation will 
improve on its own if he remains patient enough. 
Sometimes  waiting  is  wise,  but  there  are  also 
moments when waiting becomes a way to avoid 
responsibility.

xesusY call to obedience reaches into those ordinary 
decisions. qe asks qis people to trust qim with their 
whole lives, including the parts where they have 
become accustomed to directing themselves. Jhat 
trust involves repentance when we have sinned and 
courage when faithful action brings uncertainty. 
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Lt also includes humility when our understanding 
proves incomplete and we need to seek counsel.

Jhe perfect eWample of obedience is xesus qimself. 
qis life was marked by faithful submission to the 
'ather,  and qis saving mission led qim toward 
suHering no other person could bear in the same 
way.  qe  willingly  gave  qimself  for  sinners  and 
fulPlled the purpose for which qe had come. Our 
obedience is always a response to qis saving work, 
never a replacement for it.

Ln the garden of Bethsemane, xesus approached 
the suHering that lay immediately ahead. qe knew 
that betrayal, arrest, and cruciPWion were near, and 
the Bospels describe the depth of qis anguish. qis 
prayer reveals both the reality of that suHering and 
qis complete submission to the 'atherYs will.

RKevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.F

”uke chapter twentyGtwo, verse fortyGtwo.

xesus was not facing an ordinary decision about 
personal comfort. qe was preparing to give qimself 
in obedience to the 'ather and accomplish the 
redemption of  qis  people.  qis  prayer  must  be 
understood within that uniCue mission. Jhe cross 
provides our salvation, and qis surrender reveals a 
faithfulness that no other man has ever achieved.
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Jhe  eWample  of  xesus  nevertheless  shapes  the 
way qis followers understand obedience. I man 
may bring his genuine desires, fears, and concerns 
before the 'ather in prayer. qe does not need to 
pretend that a dijcult responsibility feels easy or 
that disappointment has no eHect upon him. qe can 
acknowledge what he wants while remaining willing 
to respond faithfully to what Bod has revealed.

Jhe presence of fear does not automatically mean 
a man lacks faith. qe may feel deeply uncertain 
before telling the truth, addressing wrongdoing, or 
making a decision that aHects his family. Mourage 
becomes visible when he responds wisely despite 
that uncertainty. qe is learning to trust the ”ord 
rather  than  waiting  until  every  uncomfortable 
feeling has disappeared.

Jhere  is  also  a  diHerence  between  obedience 
and  the  belief  that  a  man  must  carry  every 
burden  alone.  xesus  taught  qis  followers  to 
pray,  and  the  Kew  Jestament  repeatedly  calls 
believers to encourage and serve one another. I 
dijcult decision may reCuire advice from trusted 
Mhristians, professional assistance, or help from 
people  with  relevant  eWperience.  Seeking  that 
support can be part of responsible obedience.

Jhe previous chapter considered brotherhood and 
the importance of being known within Mhristian 
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community. Jhose relationships become especially 
valuable when faithfulness is dijcult. I trusted 
friend  may  help  a  man  recognize  that  fear  is 
in8uencing  his  Dudgment  or  encourage  him  to 
remain patient when circumstances do not change 
Cuickly.  qe may also oHer correction when the 
man has mistaken personal ambition for the ”ordYs 
direction.

Obedience  should  never  become  a  reason  to 
dismiss the concerns of others. I husband cannot 
claim  he  is  following  Bod  while  refusing  to 
listen  to  the  people  aHected  by  his  decisions. 
I pastor or ministry leader should not use the 
language  of  sacriPce  to  pressure  people  into 
harmful situations. Benuine obedience remains 
accountable to Scripture and recognizes the dignity 
and responsibility of others.

'or  some  men,  the  cost  of  obedience  will 
involve giving up something they once believed 
they  needed.  I  man  may  need  to  abandon  a 
dishonest source of income, leave a relationship 
that  encourages repeated sin,  or  surrender an 
ambition that has become more important than his 
responsibilities. Such changes may involve loss, and 
the conseCuences can remain dijcult for a long 
time. 'aithfulness does not guarantee that every 
earthly sacriPce will be recovered.
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-aul  understood  this  through  his  ministry.  qe 
eWperienced imprisonment, opposition, hardship, 
and  the  loss  of  comforts  he  could  once 
have enDoyed.  qis  letters  do not  portray  those 
eWperiences as  enDoyable,  and he did not  seek 
suHering simply for its own sake. qe continued 
serving because he understood that he belonged 
to xesus Mhrist and had been entrusted with the 
gospel.

Kear the end of his life, -aul wrote to Jimothy with 
the awareness that his death was approaching. qe 
had already spoken of being poured out like a drink 
oHering and of the time of his departure being near. 
”ooking back upon his ministry, he described the 
faithfulness with which he had sought to complete 
his calling.

RL have fought the good Pght, L have Pnished the 
race, L have kept the faith.F

Second Jimothy chapter four, verse seven.

-aul was not claiming that his life had been free 
from weakness or mistakes. qis letters repeatedly 
acknowledge his dependence upon BodYs grace 
and the strength Mhrist  supplied.  qere he was 
eWpressing  conPdence  that  he  had  remained 
faithful in the calling entrusted to him. qis concern 
was perseverance before the ”ord rather than the 
comfort or recognition his life had provided.
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Jhat  perspective  can  change  the  way  a  man 
evaluates  success.  qe  may  be  accustomed  to 
measuring  progress  through  income,  position, 
accomplishments, or the completion of ambitious 
goals.  Jhose  measures  can  provide  useful 
information, but they cannot tell the whole story of 
a faithful life. I man may achieve considerably less 
than he hoped while remaining obedient to Mhrist 
through responsibilities that receive little attention.

I  faithful  father  may  spend years  caring  for  a 
child with signiPcant needs. I man may remain 
committed to honest work despite opportunities to 
gain more through Cuestionable practices. Inother 
may serve a struggling congregation or care for an 
aging parent without receiving public recognition. 
Jheir sacriPces should not be romanticized, but 
neither  should  their  lives  be  considered  less 
meaningful  because  the  results  are  dijcult  to 
measure.

Bod sees what others may overlook. Jhat truth 
does not mean every costly decision proves we have 
obeyed qim, and it does not remove the need to 
eWamine our motives. Lt reminds us that faithfulness 
has value before the ”ord even when it produces no 
impressive story. Jhe ordinary decision to do what 
is right belongs within the life of discipleship.
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xesus concluded the Sermon on the Tount with a 
picture of two builders. ;oth constructed houses, 
and both eventually faced severe weather.  Jhe 
diHerence lay in the foundation upon which each 
had built. xesus connected that foundation directly 
to the way people responded to qis teaching.

REveryone then who hears these words of mine and 
does them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on the rock.F

Tatthew chapter seven, verse twentyGfour.

xesus  had  been  teaching  about  life  within  the 
kingdom of heaven, including prayer, generosity, 
relationships, integrity, and the danger of outward 
religion without genuine obedience. qis closing 
illustration  calls  listeners  to  respond  to  what 
qe  has  said.  qearing  qis  words  without  doing 
them is  compared with  building a  house upon 
an  unstable  foundation.  Jhe  picture  concerns 
the diHerence between merely hearing xesus and 
actually following qim.

Jhe storm reached both houses, which reminds 
us  that  obedience  does  not  eWempt  people 
from  dijculty.  :et  we  should  not  reduce  the 
illustration  to  a  promise  that  Mhristians  who 
make wise decisions will always eWperience stable 
circumstances. xesus is calling qis listeners to take 
qis authority seriously. I life built upon qis teaching 
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has a foundation that appearances and religious 
enthusiasm cannot provide.

Jhis  is  why  the  ordinary  choices  of  obedience 
matter.  I  man  cannot  build  a  faithful  life 
through occasional dramatic commitments while 
consistently ignoring what xesus has taught about 
love, truth, mercy, and holiness. qis habits and 
relationships  reveal  whether  he  is  learning  to 
practice  the  word  he  receives.  Jhe  foundation 
becomes visible over time in the way he responds 
when circumstances are dijcult.

Obedience also  grows from love.  On the night 
before qis cruciPWion, xesus prepared qis disciples 
for qis departure and promised that the 'ather 
would  give  them  the  qoly  Spirit.  “ithin  that 
teaching,  qe  connected  love  for  qim  with  a 
willingness to keep qis commandments.

RLf you love me, you will keep my commandments.F

xohn chapter fourteen, verse Pfteen.

xesus continued by speaking of the Spirit of truth, 
who would remain with qis people.  Jhe call  to 
obey therefore belongs within a relationship made 
possible through Mhrist and sustained by BodYs 
gracious presence. qis followers are not left to 
manufacture spiritual life through determination. 
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Jhey are called to respond to the Savior who loves 
them and gives qis Spirit.

Jhat distinction protects obedience from becoming 
another attempt to earn BodYs favor. I man cannot 
secure  salvation  by  collecting  enough  faithful 
decisions or compensating for past failures through 
greater sacriPce. 'orgiveness and new life come 
through xesus Mhrist. ;elievers obey because they 
belong to qim, and they continue depending upon 
qis grace as they grow.

Jhere will be times when a man does not obey as he 
should. qe may choose comfort, avoid a necessary 
conversation, or give in to a temptation he knows 
he should resist. Jhose failures reCuire honesty 
and repentance rather than eWcuses or despair. qe 
can return to the ”ord, receive forgiveness through 
Mhrist, and take responsibility for what needs to 
change.

Sometimes that response will be immediate, while 
other  situations  reCuire  patience  and  careful 
planning.  I  man  may  need  to  end  a  harmful 
practice,  seek accountability,  restore what  was 
taken, or accept conseCuences he cannot easily 
reverse. 'aithfulness involves responding to the 
truth  without  assuming  that  a  sincere  apology 
completes every responsibility. Brace provides the 
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foundation for  repentance and the strength to 
continue.

Is  you  consider  your  own  life,  notice  the 
places where comfort has begun in8uencing your 
decisions.  Jhink  about  conversations  you have 
delayed,  responsibilities  you  have  avoided,  or 
desires you have allowed to take priority over what 
Scripture teaches. :ou may also recognize sacriPces 
you have made faithfully and areas where Bod 
has strengthened your willingness to obey. ;oth 
deserve honest attention before qim.

;ring your concerns to the ”ord in prayer, and 
allow qis word to eWamine what you have come 
to believe. Seek wise counsel where the decision is 
complicated, and remain willing to change direction 
if you discover that your Dudgment has been wrong. 
“hen obedience is clear, respond faithfully without 
assuming the outcome must become easy. Jrust 
in Bod does not remove responsibility; it gives us 
reason to carry it.

'ollowing  xesus  will  sometimes  reCuire 
surrendering what we want in order to remain 
faithful to what qe has said. Lt may also involve 
receiving good gifts, resting wisely, and accepting 
help rather than trying to prove our strength. Jhe 
central concern is whether our lives are increasingly 
governed by Mhrist. qis authority reaches into the 
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ordinary decisions through which a man becomes 
the person he is learning to be.

Jhat  obedience  continues  through  every 
responsibility entrusted to us, including the work 
that  Plls  so  much  of  our  lives.  Our  labor  can 
provide for others, contribute to our communities, 
and become a place where integrity and love are 
practiced. :et work can also compete for the place 
that belongs to xesus when success becomes the 
measure of our worth.

Jhe neWt chapter will consider work under Mhrist 
and how a man can serve faithfully through his 
labor without allowing it to become the center of his 
life.



Chapter Eleven

Work Under Christ

Work occupies a signitcanf parf om 'osf 'enls 
vi.esI hf sdapes fdeir scde,uvesb inAuences fdeir 
revafionsdipsb  an,  pro.i,es  opporfunifies  fo 
,e.evop  skivvs  an,  confriyufe  fo  fde  nee,s  om 
ofdersI z 'an 'aT spen, Tears yuiv,ing a yusinessb 
pracficing  a  fra,eb  ser.ing  an  organiwafionb  or 
carrTing responsiyivifies fdaf recei.e viffve affenfionI 
Fdrougd fdaf qorkb de 'akes ,ecisions fdaf aHecf 
yofd dis oqn vime an, fde peopve qdo ,epen, upon 
di'I

Yor 'anT 'enb qork is avso cvosevT connecfe, fo 
i,enfifTI Wden so'eone asks qdaf fdeT ,ob fdeT 
usuavvT  ansqer qifd an occupafion or posifionI 
FdeT 'aT meev cont,enf qden fdeir qork is going 
qevv an, uncerfain qden circu'sfances cdangeI 
z  pro'ofion  can  yeco'e  e.i,ence  fdaf  fdeT 
are succee,ingb qdive a sefyack 'aT vea.e fde' 
Suesfioning fdeir qorfdI
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Fdese responses re.eav fde i'porfance qork can 
acSuire in a 'anls vimeI Gis responsiyivifies are reavb 
an, pro.i,ing mor di'sevm an, ofders omfen reSuires 
consi,erayve eHorfI Bef qork yegins fo carrT foo 
'ucd qeigdf qden acco'pvisd'enf yeco'es fde 
pri'arT 'easure om qdo de isI Ecripfure gi.es us a 
yeffer moun,afion yT pvacing our vayor qifdin jo,ls 
purposes an, yeneafd Gis aufdorifTI

Fde opening cdapfers om jenesis sdoq fdaf qork 
yevongs fo jo,ls goo, ,esign mor creafionI “emore 
du'anifTls mavv  info sinb jo, mor'e, z,a' an, 
pvace, di' in fde gar,en om L,enI z,a' qas gi.en 
a pvace fo vi.eb pro.ision fo enOoTb an, responsiyivifT 
qifdin fde qorv, jo, da, 'a,eI Work qas parf 
om  dis  vime  yemore  if  yeca'e  yur,ene,  yT  fde 
conseSuences om sinI

jenesis ,escriyes fdaf responsiyivifT ,irecfvTI

RFde D”Cx jo, fook fde 'an an, puf di' in fde 
gar,en om L,en fo qork if an, keep ifIM

jenesis cdapfer fqob .erse tmfeenI

Fde  passage  pvaces  du'an  vayor  qifdin  a 
revafionsdip esfayvisde, yT fde PreaforI z,a' da, 
yeen gi.en vime yT jo, an, qas enfrusfe, qifd fde 
care om a parficuvar pvaceI Gis qork qas 'eaningmuv 
yecause if yevonge, fo fde responsiyivifies jo, da, 
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gi.en di'I hf qas nof a qaT fo earn dis e-isfence or 
esfayvisd dis qorfd yemore fde Dor,I

Fdis yeginning cdanges fde qaT qe un,ersfan, 
qorkI Dayor is 'ore fdan a necessarT response fo 
tnanciav nee, or an unmorfunafe yur,en infro,uce, 
yT sinI Fdrougd qorkb peopve can cuvfi.afe qdaf 
jo, das 'a,eb care mor ofdersb an, confriyufe fo 
fde goo, om fdeir co''unifiesI Fdere is ,ignifT in 
maifdmuv vayor yecause du'an yeings qere creafe, 
fo e-ercise responsiyivifT qifdin jo,ls qorv,I

jenesis avso re'in,s us fdaf qork das vi'ifsI z,a' 
qas pvace, in a gar,en de da, nof creafe, an, 
recei.e, insfrucfions mro' fde jo, qdo oqne, ifI 
Gis responsiyivifT qas reavb yuf de qas ne.er 'eanf 
fo e-ercise if in,epen,enfvT om fde Dor,I Ge qas 
a sfeqar, qifdin creafion rafder fdan ifs uvfi'afe 
oqnerI

Fde mavv cdange, fde e-perience om vayorI hn jenesis 
cdapfer fdreeb  jo, fov, z,a' fdaf  fde groun, 
qouv,  ye  curse, yecause  om  dis  sinI  Fde  qork 
om oyfaining moo, qouv, noq in.ov.e painmuv foivb 
resisfanceb an, mrusfrafionI z,a' qouv, confinue 
qorkingb yuf fde fask qouv, ye 'ore ,iUcuvf qifdin 
a creafion aHecfe, yT du'anifTls reyevvionI

Fdaf ,isfincfion devps e-pvain qdT qork can ye 
yofd safismTing an, e-dausfingI z 'an 'aT fake 
genuine pveasure in co'pvefing a proOecfb sov.ing 
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a  proyve'b  or  seeing  anofder  person  yenetf 
mro' dis eHorfI  Ge 'aT avso encounfer ,evaTsb 
tnanciav uncerfainfTb conAicfb pdTsicav vi'ifafionsb 
or circu'sfances yeTon, dis confrovI Jeaningmuv 
qork e-isfs qifdin a qorv, qdere e.en ,ivigenf eHorf 
,oes nof guaranfee fde oufco'e qe ,esireI

Cecogniwing  fdose  vi'ifafions  ,oes  nof  'ake 
responsiyivifT vess i'porfanfI z 'an sdouv, 'ake 
caremuv  ,ecisionsb  ,e.evop  fde  ayivifies  de  das 
recei.e,b an, re'ain maifdmuv fo fde co''if'enfs 
de  das  'a,eI  Bef  de  'usf  avso  vearn  fdaf  dis 
ayivifT fo inAuence circu'sfances is nof fde sa'e 
as confrovving fde'I Gis qork re'ains ,epen,enf 
upon fde Dor, qdo gi.es vime an, susfains creafionI

Nsav'  one  dun,re,  fqenfT7se.en  yrings  fdaf 
,epen,ence  info  mocusI  Fde  psav'  a,,resses 
yuiv,ing a douseb guar,ing a cifTb an, fde an-ious 
vayor fdrougd qdicd peopve affe'pf fo secure fdeir 
vi.esI hf yegins qifd a re'in,er fdaf du'an eHorf 
cannof acco'pvisd ifs uvfi'afe purpose aparf mro' 
jo,I

R8nvess fde D”Cx yuiv,s fde douseb fdose qdo yuiv, 
if vayor in .ainIM

Nsav' cdapfer one dun,re, fqenfT7se.enb .erse 
oneI
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Fde yuiv,ers in fde psav' sfivv da.e qork fo ,oI 
Fde qafcd'an sfivv das a responsiyivifT fo re'ain 
averfb an, ma'ivies sfivv nee, pro.ision an, careI Fde 
passage ,oes nof encourage inacfi.ifT or suggesf 
fdaf caremuv pvanning is unnecessarTI hf re'in,s 
jo,ls peopve fdaf fdeir vayor cannof yeco'e a 
suysfifufe mor frusfing Gi'I

Fdis can ye ,iUcuvf mor 'en qdo carrT signitcanf 
responsiyivifTI z yusiness oqner 'aT knoq fdaf 
e'pvoTees ,epen, upon dis ,ecisions an, fdaf 
tnanciav oyvigafions qivv nof ,isappear yecause de 
meevs o.erqdev'e,I z mafder 'aT recogniwe fdaf dis 
ma'ivT nee,s sfayivifT an, fdaf negvecfing dis qork 
qouv, creafe genuine dar,sdipI Fdose concerns can 
'ofi.afe maifdmuv eHorfb yuf fdeT can avso yeco'e a 
source om consfanf mearI

Fde mear omfen groqs qden a 'an yegins yevie.ing 
fdaf e.erTfding uvfi'afevT ,epen,s upon di'I Ge 
'aT meev co'pevve, fo re'ain a.aivayve af e.erT 
dourb 'onifor e.erT ,efaivb an, anficipafe e.erT 
possiyve proyve'I L.en amfer co'pvefing dis qork 
mor fde ,aTb de confinues 'enfavvT re.ieqing qdaf 
'igdf go qrongI Gis responsiyivifT das yegun fo meev 
varger fdan dis ayivifT fo carrT ifI

Frusfing jo, ,oes nof re'o.e fde nee, fo acf 
qisevTI z 'an 'aT nee, fo prepare caremuvvTb seek 
soun, a,.iceb correcf a 'isfakeb or 'ake a ,iUcuvf 
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tnanciav ,ecisionI xepen,ence upon fde Dor, is nof 
per'ission mor carevessnessI hf is fde recognifion 
fdaf maifdmuv eHorf fakes pvace qifdin vi'ifs an, fdaf 
fde mufure re'ains in jo,ls dan,sI

9esus a,,resse, fdose concerns qdive feacding 
Gis ,iscipves ayouf possessions an, an-iefTI  hn 
Jaffdeq cdapfer si-b Ge qarne, againsf sforing up 
freasures as fdougd earfdvT qeavfd couv, pro.i,e 
vasfing securifTI Ge avso faugdf fdaf no one can 
ser.e  yofd  jo,  an,  'oneTI  Gis  qor,s  pvace, 
'aferiav pro.ision qifdin fde varger Suesfion om 
qdaf go.erns a personls vimeI

9esus fden fov, Gis movvoqers nof fo ye consu'e, 
yT  an-iefT  ayouf  moo,b  ,rinkb  an, cvofdingI  Ge 
,irecfe, fdeir affenfion foqar, fde Yafderls care mor 
fde yir,s om fde air an, fde Aoqers om fde tev,I 
Fdose e-a'pves qere nof gi.en fo 'ake or,inarT 
nee,s see' uni'porfanfI 9esus qas re'in,ing Gis 
,iscipves fdaf fde Yafder knoqs qdaf fdeT reSuireI

Ge cavve, fde' fo a ,iHerenf priorifTI

R“uf  seek  trsf  fde  king,o'  om  jo,  an,  dis 
rigdfeousnessb an, avv fdese fdings qivv ye a,,e, fo 
TouIM

Jaffdeq cdapfer si-b .erse fdirfT7fdreeI
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9esus  qas  a,,ressing  fde  necessifies  Ge  da, 
avrea,T na'e,I Gis feacding cavvs ,iscipves fo frusf 
fde Yafderls  care rafder fdan avvoqing 'aferiav 
concerns  fo  ruve  fdeir  vi.esI  hf  sdouv,  nof  ye 
furne, info a pro'ise fdaf e.erT maifdmuv Pdrisfian 
qivv yeco'e qeavfdT or a.oi, tnanciav ,iUcuvfTI 
Fde passage ,irecfs our priorifies foqar, jo,ls 
king,o' an, Gis rigdfeousnessI

z 'an qorking un,er Pdrisf can fake pro.ision 
seriousvT  qifdouf  avvoqing  mear  fo  yeco'e  dis 
'asferI  Ge  'aT  nee,  fo  re,uce  e-pensesb 
cdange e'pvoT'enfb i'pro.e dis skivvsb or ask mor 
assisfance ,uring a ,iUcuvf seasonI Eucd ,ecisions 
can ye maifdmuv e-pressions om responsiyivifTI Gis 
frusf  in  fde  Yafder  is  reAecfe,  in  fde  qaT  de 
approacdes fdose circu'sfancesb nof in prefen,ing 
fdaf tnanciav concerns are i'aginarTI

Fdis un,ersfan,ing avso gi.es cavving a yroa,er 
'eaningI  Pdrisfians  so'efi'es  use  fde  qor, 
fo ,escriye a  parficuvar  occupafion or  'inisfrT 
assign'enfI  z  'an  'aT  sincerevT  yevie.e  fdaf 
jo, das ,irecfe, di' foqar, specitc qorkb an, 
fdaf con.icfion can devp di' carrT responsiyivifT 
maifdmuvvTI Bef dis ,eepesf cavving ,oes nof ,epen, 
upon dov,ing a cerfain posifionI

Fdrougd fde gospevb 9esus cavvs peopve fo Gi'sevmI 
Fdose qdo yevong fo Gi' are fden cavve, fo vi.e 
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maifdmuvvT in fde revafionsdips an, responsiyivifies 
fdeT da.e recei.e,I Fdeir occupafions 'aT cdangeb 
an,  so'e 'aT  spen, seasons  unayve  fo  qork 
in fde qaTs fdeT once ,i,I Fdeir pvace in Pdrisf 
re'ains secure fdrougd Gis sa.ing grace rafder 
fdan fdrougd fde usemuvness om fdeir vayorI

Fdaf frufd 'affers mor 'en qdose circu'sfances 
vook ,iHerenf mro' fde e-pecfafions co''onvT 
associafe, qifd successI Eo'e qivv yuiv, co'panies 
or vea, varge organiwafionsb qdive ofders qivv qork 
in Ooys fdaf affracf viffve affenfionI Eo'e qivv spen, 
signitcanf Tears caring mor cdiv,renb supporfing 
ma'ivT  'e'yersb  or  ser.ing  fdrougd  unpai, 
responsiyivifiesI ”fders 'aT mace une'pvoT'enfb 
,isayivifTb refire'enfb or ivvness fdaf vi'ifs qdaf fdeT 
can ,oI

:one om fdose circu'sfances ,efer'ines a 'anls 
qorfd yemore jo,I Work das ,ignifT yecause if 
is parf om fde vime jo, gi.esb yuf du'an ,ignifT 
reacdes  ,eeper  fdan  pro,ucfi.ifTI  z  'an  qdo 
cannof qork yecause om ivvness or ,isayivifT ,oes nof 
yeco'e vess .avuayveI Gis vime re'ains 'eaningmuv 
yemore fde Preaforb an, de can recei.e fde care om 
ofders qifdouf yevie.ing de das maive, fo OusfimT dis 
e-isfenceI

Yor fdose qdo are ayve fo qorkb Ecripfure cavvs 
mor ,ivigence an, infegrifTI Nauv a,,resses fdese 
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responsiyivifies in dis veffer fo fde PovossiansI Wifdin 
a secfion ayouf revafionsdips an, con,ucf qifdin 
dousedov,sb de speaks ,irecfvT fo yon,ser.anfs 
vi.ing un,er fde aufdorifT om earfdvT 'asfersI Gis 
insfrucfion furns fdeir affenfion foqar, fde Dor, 
qdo' fdeT uvfi'afevT ser.eI

RWdafe.er Tou ,ob qork dearfivTb as mor fde Dor, an, 
nof mor 'enIM

Povossians cdapfer fdreeb .erse fqenfT7fdreeI

Nauv  confinues  yT  re'in,ing  fde'  fdaf  fdeT 
are  ser.ing  fde  Dor,  PdrisfI  Fde  passage  qas 
qriffen  qifdin  an  ancienf  sociav  sfrucfure  fdaf 
incvu,e,  sva.erTb  an,  fdaf  confe-f  sdouv,  nof 
ye ignore, or use, fo e-cuse e-pvoifafionI Nauv 
pvaces earfdvT qork yeneafd fde aufdorifT om Pdrisfb 
an, dis feacding cannof rigdfvT ye use, fo OusfimT 
'isfreaf'enf or ,enT fde ,ignifT om qorkersI

Fde yroa,er appvicafion cavvs Pdrisfians fo carrT 
fdeir responsiyivifies qifd sincerifT yemore fde Dor,I 
z  'an  sdouv,  nof  reser.e  donesfTb  careb  an, 
,ivigence onvT mor 'o'enfs qden a super.isor or 
cusfo'er is qafcdingI Gis qork sdouv, reAecf fde 
con.icfions de promessesI Ge ser.es Pdrisf fdrougd 
fde qaT de carries responsiyivifTb e.en qden fde 
fask ifsevm is or,inarTI
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Fdis  can  cdange  fde  signitcance  om  qork  fdaf 
recei.es  viffve  recognifionI  z  'ecdanic  qdo 
repairs  a  .edicve  caremuvvT  ser.es  fde  peopve 
qdo ,epen, upon ifs samefTI z yookkeeper qdo 
recor,s fransacfions accurafevT devps ofders 'ake 
responsiyve  ,ecisionsI  z  'an qdo 'ainfains  a 
yuiv,ingb ,evi.ers suppviesb or cares mor so'eone 
unayve fo care mor di'sevm confriyufes fdrougd qork 
fdaf 'aT ne.er affracf puyvic affenfionI

Fdese fasks are nof i,enficavb an, eacd carries ifs 
oqn skivvs an, oyvigafionsI Bef fdeir .avue cannof 
ye 'easure, onvT yT inco'eb sfafusb or .isiyivifTI 
Yaifdmuv qork can e-press vo.e mor ofders fdrougd 
fde caremuv use om qdaf jo, das enfrusfe, fo usI 
hf  yeco'es one pvace qdere a 'anls cdaracfer 
is .isiyve fdrougd fde SuavifT an, donesfT om dis 
ser.iceI

Working  mor  fde  Dor,  avso  aHecfs  fde  qaT  a 
'an  freafs  peopveI  Gis  e'pvoTeesb  coqorkersb 
cusfo'ersb an, yusiness parfners year jo,ls i'age 
an, ,eser.e fo ye freafe, qifd ,ignifTI Ge cannof 
cvai' fdaf dis qork donors Pdrisf qdive knoqingvT 
e-pvoifing fdose qdo ,epen, upon di'I Nrotf an, 
eUciencT are nof suUcienf reasons fo ,isregar, 
frufdmuvnessb mair ,eavingb or fde samefT om ofdersI

z vea,er 'aT mace ,ecisions fdaf in.ov.e co'pefing 
responsiyivifiesI Ge 'usf consi,er fde deavfd om 
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an organiwafionb fde resources a.aivayveb an, fde 
conseSuences om dis cdoicesI Yaifdmuvness ,oes nof 
guaranfee fdaf e.erT ,ecision qivv pvease e.erTone 
or pre.enf e.erT ,iUcuvf oufco'eI hf ,oes reSuire 
di' fo acf donesfvTb seek qis,o'b an, re'e'yer 
fdaf fde peopve aHecfe, yT dis ,ecisions 'affer 
yemore jo,I

Fde sa'e responsiyivifT yevongs fo a 'an qdo 
qorks un,er anofder personls aufdorifTI Ge sdouv, 
keep appropriafe co''if'enfsb a.oi, ,isdonesfTb 
an, confriyufe maifdmuvvT fo fde qork enfrusfe, 
fo  di'I  Bef  ,ivigence  ,oes  nof  reSuire  di' 
fo  parficipafe  in  qrong,oing  or  accepf  unsame 
freaf'enf as fdougd fdose fdings qere e-pressions 
om Pdrisfian suy'issionI Yovvoqing Pdrisf incvu,es 
yofd  responsiyve  ser.ice  an,  fde  courage  fo 
recogniwe qden an acfion .iovafes Gis qor,I

Efeqar,sdip pro.i,es a usemuv qaT fo un,ersfan, 
fdese  oyvigafionsI  Nsav'  cdapfer  fqenfT7mour 
yegins yT ,ecvaring fdaf fde earfd an, e.erTfding 
in if  yevong fo fde Dor,I Gu'an yeings recei.e 
resourcesb  ayivifiesb  an,  opporfunifies  qifdin  a 
qorv, fdaf uvfi'afevT yevongs fo Gi'I We 'anage 
qdaf das yeen enfrusfe, fo usb  yuf qe ,o nof 
yeco'e ifs tnav oqnersI

Fdis  posfure  encourages  responsiyivifT  qifdouf 
cvai'ing uvfi'afe confrovI z 'an 'aT ye enfrusfe, 
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qifd signitcanf tnanciav resources an, nee, fo 
'anage fde' caremuvvTI Ge 'aT nee, fo pro.i,e 
mor  e'pvoTeesb  supporf  dis  ma'ivTb  confriyufe 
generousvTb  an,  pvan  mor  mufure  nee,sI  Fdese 
responsiyivifies reSuire soun, Ou,g'enfb yuf fdeT 
re'ain yeneafd fde aufdorifT om fde Dor,I

Efeqar,sdip avso asks doq a 'anls qork aHecfs 
dis ofder revafionsdipsI z yusiness 'aT ye groqing 
qdive dis 'arriage yeco'es sfraine, or dis cdiv,ren 
recei.e .erT viffve om dis affenfionI Ge 'aT da.e 
goo, reasons mor a ,e'an,ing seasonb yuf de sfivv 
nee,s fo consi,er qdefder fde paffern das yeco'e 
susfainayve or qiseI Euccess in one responsiyivifT 
,oes nof re'o.e dis oyvigafions in anofderI

Fdis  can  reSuire  ,iUcuvf  cdoicesI  z  'an  'aT 
nee, fo ,ecvine an opporfunifTb  ,evegafe qorkb 
cdange dis scde,uveb or acknoqve,ge fdaf a goav 
das yeco'e 'ore i'porfanf fdan if sdouv, yeI 
Eucd ,ecisions are nof avqaTs easTb parficuvarvT 
qden ofder peopve ,epen, upon dis inco'e or 
vea,ersdipI Wis,o' reSuires faking fdose reavifies 
seriousvT  qdive  remusing  fo  assu'e  fdaf  e.erT 
opporfunifT 'usf ye pursue,I

Ecripfure avso profecfs 'en mro' 'aking success 
fde  tnav  'easure  om  maifdmuvnessI  Lccvesiasfes 
oyser.es  fdaf  du'an  qork  fakes  pvace  qifdin 
circu'sfances no one muvvT confrovsI Ekivvb qis,o'b 
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an, ,ivigence 'afferb yuf oufco'es are aHecfe, 
yT  e.enfs  fdaf  cannof  ye  pre,icfe,I  Fde  yook 
cdavvenges fde assu'pfion fdaf acdie.e'enf can 
pro.i,e  vasfing  'eaning  qden  if  yeco'es  fde 
uvfi'afe purpose om vimeI

Fdis ,oes nof 'ake a'yifion or e-cevvence qrongI 
z 'an 'aT ,e.evop a yusinessb pursue e,ucafionb 
i'pro.e dis cramfb or accepf greafer responsiyivifT 
qifd goo, 'ofi.esI Fde Suesfion is qdefder dis 
a'yifions re'ain or,ere, yeneafd dis revafionsdip 
qifd PdrisfI Ge sdouv, ye ayve fo recei.e success 
qifd grafifu,e an, mace ,isappoinf'enf qifdouf 
concvu,ing fdaf dis vime das vosf ifs .avueI

9esus spoke ayouf fde ,anger om pvacing securifT in 
possessions fdrougd fde parayve om fde ricd moovI 
hn Duke cdapfer fqev.eb a qeavfdT 'an pvanne, fo 
yuiv, varger yarns yecause dis van, da, pro,uce, 
ayun,anfvTI Ge assu'e, fdaf dis groqing sfores 
qouv,  avvoq  di'  fo  secure  Tears  om  ease  an, 
enOoT'enfI Bef fde parayve en,e, qifd dis ,eafd 
an, fde e-posure om doq viffve dis possessions couv, 
uvfi'afevT guaranfeeI

9esus qas nof con,e'ning responsiyve pvanning or 
e.erT mor' om tnanciav successI Ge qas qarning 
againsf a vime yuivf upon accu'uvafe, qeavfd qdive 
negvecfing qdaf 'affers yemore jo,I Fde 'anls 
pvans  incvu,e,  dis  possessions  an,  dis  mufure 



JESUS & MANHOOD210

co'morfb yuf dis cont,ence ,i, nof accounf mor dis 
,epen,ence upon fde Dor,I Gis sforT re'in,s us 
fdaf qork an, qeavfd cannof pro.i,e fde vasfing 
securifT mor qdicd fde du'an dearf vongsI

Fdaf qarning yevongs yesi,e Ecripfurels  cavv  fo 
generosifTI Cesources can supporf ma'iviesb revie.e 
suHeringb  creafe  'eaningmuv  e'pvoT'enfb  an, 
confriyufe  fo  fde  qork  om  fde  PdurcdI  z  'an 
qdo  das  recei.e,  'ucd  can  consi,er  doq  fo 
use fdose resources maifdmuvvT rafder fdan freafing 
accu'uvafion as fde tnav purpose om dis eHorfI 
Efeqar,sdip incvu,es qdaf qe gi.e as qevv as qdaf 
qe earn an, 'anageI

Work  avso  nee,s  fo  ye  un,ersfoo,  avongsi,e 
resfI Fde opening cdapfers om jenesis ,escriye 
jo, co'pvefing Gis creafi.e qork an, resfing on 
fde  se.enfd  ,aTI  hsraev  vafer  recei.e,  Eayyafd 
co''an,s qifdin ifs co.enanf vimeb an, Pdrisfians 
da.e ,iHere, in doq fdose co''an,s appvT un,er 
fde neq co.enanfI Fde yiyvicav qifness ne.erfdevess 
'akes cvear fdaf du'an yeings qere ne.er creafe, 
fo susfain fde'sev.es fdrougd en,vess vayorI

Cesf re'in,s a 'an om dis vi'ifafionsI Gis yo,T 
reSuires sveepb dis revafionsdips nee, affenfionb 
an, dis 'in, cannof re'ain confinuavvT occupie, 
qifd  qork  qifdouf  conseSuenceI  L.en  goo, 
responsiyivifies can yeco'e undeavfdT qden de 



WORK UNDER CHRIST 211

ignores fdose reavifiesI Cecei.ing resf can yeco'e 
an e-pression om du'ivifT yecause if acknoqve,ges 
fdaf de is a creafure rafder fdan fde PreaforI

Yor so'e 'enb resfing is ,iUcuvf yecause acfi.ifT 
das yeco'e cvosevT connecfe, fo i,enfifTI FdeT 
are  co'morfayve  sov.ing  proyve's  an,  'aking 
,ecisionsb  yuf  unoccupie,  fi'e  vea.es  fde' 
qon,ering qdefder fdeT are ,oing enougdI FdeT 
'aT  meev  guivfT  ,uring  a  ma'ivT  'eav  yecause 
untnisde, qork re'ains or tn, if ,iUcuvf fo enOoT a 
,aT aqaT mro' fdeir responsiyivifiesI Fdeir qork das 
yegun ,e'an,ing 'ore fdan maifdmuv sfeqar,sdip 
reSuiresI

9esus oHers a ,eeper resf fdan a vess ,e'an,ing 
scde,uve can pro.i,eI hn Jaffdeq cdapfer eve.enb 
Ge  cavvs  fdose  qdo  are  qearT  an,  yur,ene, 
fo  co'e fo Gi'I  Gis  in.ifafion is  connecfe, fo 
recei.ing Gis insfrucfion an, vearning mro' Gi' 
as Gis ,iscipvesI Fde resf Ge gi.es reacdes info 
a  personls  revafionsdip  qifd  jo,  rafder  fdan 
muncfioning 'erevT as a sfrafegT mor reco.ering 
energTI

z 'an 'aT nee, pracficav cdanges fo dis scde,uveb 
yuf de avso nee,s fde cont,ence fdaf dis sfan,ing 
yemore jo, is secure fdrougd PdrisfI Cesf cannof 
yeco'e anofder fask de 'usf permor' permecfvT fo 
pro.e dis maifdmuvnessI hf is an opporfunifT fo recei.e 
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fde vime  jo, das gi.enb  affen, fo revafionsdipsb 
an, re'e'yer fdaf dis qork is nof fde cenfer om 
e.erTfdingI Fde Yafder re'ains maifdmuv qden fde 
qork,aT en,sI

Fdaf frufd can sdape doq a 'an yegins an, tnisdes 
dis responsiyivifiesI Ge can praT mor qis,o' yemore 
'aking ,ecisionsb gi.e caremuv affenfion fo fde qork 
yemore di'b an, recogniwe qden fde ,aTls qork 
'usf  ye vemf  untnisde,I  Ge can fdank jo, mor 
qdaf das yeen acco'pvisde, qifdouf prefen,ing 
fdaf e.erT oufco'e qas un,er dis confrovI Ge can 
avso acknoqve,ge 'isfakes an, 'ake necessarT 
correcfions qifdouf avvoqing maivure fo ,etne di'I

Working un,er Pdrisf ,oes nof re'o.e pressureb 
guaranfee  prosperifTb  or  seffve  e.erT  Suesfion 
ayouf e'pvoT'enf an, cavvingI Jen qivv confinue 
'aking ,iUcuvf ,ecisions qifdin a qorv, aHecfe, yT 
sin an, du'an vi'ifafionsI Eo'e qork qivv re'ain 
e-dausfingb opporfunifies qivv cdangeb an, e.en 
caremuv pvans 'aT maivI Fde pro'ises om fde gospev 
resf on so'efding greafer fdan fde success om our 
vayorI

9esus Pdrisf ca'e fo reconcive sinners fo fde Yafder 
fdrougd Gis ,eafd an, resurrecfionI Fdose qdo 
yevong fo Gi' recei.e an i,enfifT an, dope fdaf no 
occupafion can esfayvisd or fake aqaTI Fdeir qork 
yeco'es one parf om a vime vi.e, in response fo fdaf 
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graceI Wdefder fdeir responsiyivifies are puyvic or 
unseenb fdeT can seek fo ser.e maifdmuvvT qifdin fde 
circu'sfances jo, das gi.en fde'I

zs Tou consi,er Tour oqn qorkb fdink ayouf fde 
pvace if occupies in Tour un,ersfan,ing om ToursevmI 
:ofice qdefder success das yeco'e fde 'easure 
om Tour qorfd or qdefder uncerfainfT das 'a,e 
if ,iUcuvf fo frusf fde Dor,I Ponsi,er doq Tour 
,ecisions aHecf Tour ma'ivTb coqorkersb cusfo'ersb 
an,  fde  peopve  qdo  ,epen,  upon  TouI  ji.e 
fdanks mor fde ayivifies an, opporfunifies Tou da.e 
recei.e,b an, re'ain qivving fo acknoqve,ge qdere 
Tour priorifies nee, affenfionI

Bou 'aT recogniwe a responsiyivifT fdaf ,eser.es 
greafer ,ivigence or a co''if'enf fdaf sdouv, ye 
reconsi,ere,I Bou 'aT nee, fo correcf an unOusf 
pracficeb  ask  mor  devpb  or  esfayvisd  a  deavfdier 
rdTfd' om  qork  an,  resfI  Eo'e circu'sfances 
qivv  avvoq cdanges SuickvTb qdive ofders reSuire 
pafience an, caremuv pvanningI Yaifdmuvness 'eans 
respon,ing  qisevT  fo  qdaf  is  frue  rafder  fdan 
Ou,ging Toursevm yT an i,eav scde,uve or anofder 
'anls acco'pvisd'enfsI

Work 'affers yecause jo, 'a,e du'an yeings fo 
vi.e responsiyvT qifdin Gis creafionI Fdrougd ifb 'en 
can pro.i,eb ser.eb cuvfi.afeb an, confriyufe fo fde 
goo, om ofdersI Bef e.en fde 'osf 'eaningmuv qork 
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re'ains a gimf fo sfeqar, rafder fdan a moun,afion 
upon qdicd fo yuiv, an i,enfifTI Pdrisf avone can 
dov, fdaf pvaceI

zs a 'an vearns fo qork un,er Gis aufdorifTb de avso 
yegins consi,ering qdaf dis vayor an, revafionsdips 
qivv vea.e yedin,I Gis inAuence 'aT e-fen, fdrougd 
a yusinessb ma'ivTb cdurcdb or co''unifTb yuf fde 
vasfing signitcance om dis vime cannof ye re,uce, 
fo qdaf de das accu'uvafe, or acdie.e,I Fde ne-f 
cdapfer qivv consi,er vegacT fdrougd maifdmuvness 
an, fde qaTs jo, uses or,inarT oye,ience across 
generafionsI



Chapter Twelve

Legacy Through 
Faithfulness

Every man leaves something behind through the 
way he lives. His decisions afect his ,amilyk his 
worp inSuences other zeozlek and his words can 
remain with someone long a,ter a conversation 
has  ended.  Mome  o,  that  inSuence  is  easy  to 
recogniWek eszecially when it zroduces something 
visible or lasting. Tuch o, it tapes zlace in ordinary 
relationshizs where the results may never be ,ully 
pnown.

Yhen men thinp about legacyk they o,ten consider 
what they hoze to accomzlish be,ore their lives 
come  to  an  end.  Ahey  may  want  to  build  a 
success,ul businessk zrovide 'nancial security ,or 
their ,amiliesk or establish something that continues 
a,ter they are gone. Ahose can be meaning,ul goals 
when zursued with wisdom and generosity. xet 
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Mcrizture ofers a deezer understanding o, what 
mapes a li,e worthwhile.

C manqs legacy cannot be measured entirely by 
what he builds or accumulates. C business may 
eventually closek zossessions will change handsk 
and  even  meaning,ul  accomzlishments  can  be 
,orgotten.  Ahe  zeozle  afected  by  his  li,e  may 
remember things he considered insigni'cant at the 
time. His zatience during a diGcult seasonk his 
willingness to admit wrongdoingk or his ,aith,ul 
zresence when someone needed helz may leave an 
inSuence he never eJzected.

Ahe zrevious chazter considered worp under Ihrist 
and the imzortance o, treating our reszonsibilities 
as  gi,ts  to  steward.  Ahat  same  understanding 
azzlies to the inSuence a man has beyond his 
immediate worp. He receives ozzortunities to serve 
zeozle whose lives continue beyond his own. Ahe 
-uestion is how ,aith,ully he will use what jod has 
entrusted to him.

:esus teaches about stewardshiz and ,aith,ulness 
in the zarable o, the talents. “n Tatthew chazter 
twenty”'vek a master entrusts zrozerty to three 
servants be,ore leaving on a Oourney. Yhen he 
returnsk he calls them to account ,or how they 
handled  what  they  received.  Awo  servants  are 
commended ,or their ,aith,ulness.
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Ahe master says to one o, themF

LYell donek good and ,aith,ul servant.D

Tatthew chazter twenty”'vek verse twenty”one.

Ahe zarable  concerns reszonsibility  be,ore the 
master  and  the  diferent  reszonses  o,  those 
entrusted with  his  resources.  :esus  is  teaching 
within  a  larger  discussion  o,  readiness  and 
,aith,ulness in view o, His coming. Ahe story should 
not be reduced to a zromise that 'nancial growth 
zroves jodqs azzroval. “ts emzhasis rests uzon 
reszonsible stewardshiz and the seriousness o, 
answering to the Pne who has entrusted us with 
something.

Ahat  teaching  gives  a  man  a  diferent  way 
to  consider  the  li,e  he  is  building.  He  may 
be  reszonsible  ,or  substantial  resources  or 
have  relatively  little  material  wealth.  He  may 
inSuence  a  large  organiWation  or  serve  within 
relationshizs  pnown  to  only  a  ,ew  zeozle. 
Yhatever the circumstancesk his reszonsibilities 
deserve ,aith,ulness because they ultimately belong 
beneath the authority o, jod.

Naith,ulness  also  changes  the  way  a  man 
understands success. He can mape care,ul zlans 
and zursue worthwhile goals while acpnowledging 
that outcomes remain uncertain. Mome eforts will 
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zroduce visible ,ruitk and others may azzear to 
accomzlish  very  little.  C  ,aith,ul  li,e  cannot  be 
evaluated only by the results a man can countk 
eszecially  when so much o, what jod is  doing 
remains beyond his pnowledge.

Ahis  becomes  imzortant  when considering  the 
inSuence  o,  one  generation  uzon  another. 
Mcrizture rezeatedly describes jodqs worp across 
,amilies and generationsk beginning with zromises 
that  eJtend beyond the  li,etime o,  the  zerson 
who 'rst receives them. Ahe Bord made covenant 
zromises to Cbraham concerning descendants and 
blessing  that  Cbraham himsel,  would  not  ,ully 
witness. His li,e belonged to a story larger than the 
years he would szend uzon the earth.

Ye  should  be  care,ul  about  azzlying  those 
zromises  as  though  every  Ihristian  man  has 
been  guaranteed  a  zarticular  ,amilyk  number 
o,  descendantsk  or  earthly  inheritance.  jodqs 
covenant zromises to Cbraham occuzy a uni-ue 
zlace in the history o, redemztion. Ahrough :esus 
Ihristk the zromised blessing reaches the nations 
as zeozle are brought to ,aith in Him. Ahe broader 
lesson is that jodqs zurzoses are not con'ned 
to what one individual can accomzlish during his 
li,etime.
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C  man  can  live  with  that  zerszective  without 
attemzting to control  the ,uture.  He can teach 
his  childrenk  encourage younger believersk  and 
contribute to worp that may continue beyond his 
involvement. He can also recogniWe that another 
zersonqs reszonse to jod remains that zersonqs 
reszonsibility. Naith,ul inSuence ofers truth and 
love without claiming authority over the outcome.

Ahis  is  eszecially  meaning,ul  within the ,amily. 
Nathers  carry  ozzortunities  to  inSuence  their 
children through the way they szeapk servek correctk 
and reszond to diGculty. Ihildren notice whether 
their ,atherqs convictions seem consistent with his 
conduct. Ahey learn something about reszonsibility 
and relationshizs through ordinary eJzeriences 
long be,ore they can eJzlain those lessons.

C ,ather may teach his child the imzortance o, 
honesty and then ,ace a situation where telling 
the truth costs him something. His reszonse gives 
substance to what he has taught. He may szeap 
about humility and later need to azologiWe ,or losing 
his zatience.  Ahe azology does not erase what 
hazzenedk but it can demonstrate that rezentance 
belongs to a ,aith,ul li,e.

Ahe same is true o, the way a ,ather treats the 
zeozle  around  him.  His  children  may  see  him 
honor their motherk care ,or an aging relativek or 
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helz someone who cannot rezay him. Ahey may 
also observe whether he szeaps reszect,ully about 
zeozle with whom he disagrees. Much moments 
helz shaze their  understanding o,  the ,aith he 
zro,esses.

Toses gave “srael instruction about zassing jodqs 
word to the neJt generation as the zeozle zrezared 
to  enter  the  land  the  Bord  had  zromised.  “n 
6euteronomy chazter siJk he called them to love 
the Bord with all their heartk soulk and might. He 
then emzhasiWed the imzortance o, receiving jodqs 
commands zersonally and teaching them within the 
household.

LCnd these words that “ command you today shall 
be on your heart.D

6euteronomy chazter siJk verse siJ.

Toses  continued  by  instructing  the  zeozle  to 
teach  those  words  diligently  to  their  children 
and szeap about them throughout ordinary daily 
li,e. Ahe command belonged to “sraelqs covenant 
reszonsibilities  and  addressed  the  way  jodqs 
zeozle were to remember His instruction. Aheir 
,aith was not  to become an occasional  subOect 
disconnected ,rom homek worpk and daily activity. “t 
was to inSuence the way they lived together.
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Ahe order matters because Toses 'rst calls the 
zeozle to receive jodqs word themselves. Ahey 
cannot treat instruction as something imzortant 
,or their children while ignoring it  in their own 
conduct. 7arents teach through words and actionsk 
and both deserve care,ul attention. Ionsistency 
gives credibility to instruction without re-uiring a 
zarent to zretend he never ,ails.

Ahat  does  not  mean  a  childqs  ,uture  ,aith  can 
be  guaranteed  through  good  zarenting.  Each 
zerson must reszond to jodk and even lovingk 
,aith,ul zarents may eJzerience deez sorrow over 
decisions their children mape. Nathers should tape 
their reszonsibilities seriously without believing 
they zossess the zower to secure another zersonqs 
salvation. Ahey can zrayk teachk lovek and remain 
,aith,ul while entrusting their children to the Bord.

Ten who do not have children also have meaning,ul 
ozzortunities to invest in others. Mome will mentor 
younger believersk teach within their churchesk or 
zrovide steady encouragement to relatives and 
,riends. Pthers will inSuence coworpersk neighborsk 
or zeozle they encounter through service. Aheir 
cazacity to contribute to another zersonqs growth 
does not dezend uzon becoming a ,ather.

Ahis wider understanding o, legacy reSects the 
ministry o, :esus. 6uring His earthly li,ek He taught 



JESUS & MANHOOD222

crowdsk healed the sicpk cared ,or those who were 
overloopedk and zroclaimed the pingdom o, jod. 
He also called zarticular discizles to ,ollow Him 
and szent time teaching them through everyday 
eJzeriences. Ahey observed His character as well as 
His words.

:esusq attention to His discizles belonged to His 
uni-ue mission as the Tessiah. He was zrezaring 
witnesses  who  would  zroclaim  His  death  and 
resurrection  and  serve  in  the  ,ounding  o,  His 
Ihurch.  Ye  should  not  reduce  that  worp  to 
an ordinary leadershiz strategy that guarantees 
multizlication. xet His teaching clearly establishes 
the reszonsibility o, discizles to helz others ,ollow 
Him.

C,ter His resurrectionk :esus met His discizles in 
jalilee and declared that all authority in heaven 
and on earth had been given to  Him.  He then 
commissioned them to mape discizles o, all nations. 
Aheir assignment rested uzon His authority and 
continued zresence.

Ljo there,ore and mape discizles o, all nations.D

Tatthew chazter twenty”eightk verse nineteen.

:esus continued by commanding baztism in the 
name  o,  the  Natherk  Monk  and  Holy  Mziritk  and 
teaching discizles to observe everything He had 
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commanded. He also zromised to remain with His 
zeozle to the end o,  the age.  Ahe commission 
concerns the Ihurchqs mission o, zroclaiming the 
goszel  and  maping  discizles.  “t  is  grounded  in 
Ihristqs authority rather than the zersonal inSuence 
o, any one man.

Ahis  gives  Ihristian  legacy  a  zurzose  beyond 
zreserving  our  own  accomzlishments.  C  man 
can  invest  in  others  because  he  wants  them 
to  pnow  :esus  and  learn  to  obey  His  word. 
His  inSuence  is  healthy  when  it  helzs  zeozle 
become more dezendent uzon Ihrist rather than 
increasingly  dezendent  uzon  him.  Ahe  goal  is 
,aith,ul discizleshizk even when another zersonqs 
growth eventually tapes them beyond his direct 
involvement.

7aul understood the imzortance o, entrusting the 
goszel to others. His letters describe relationshizs 
with  believers  who  served  alongside  him  and 
continued ministering in diferent zlaces. Aimothy 
was among those he encouraged and instructed. 
Aheir relationshiz involved afectionk correctionk 
encouragementk and the reszonsibility to zreserve 
the truth o, the goszel.

“n his second letter to Aimothyk 7aul wroteF
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LCnd what you have heard ,rom me in the zresence 
o, many witnesses entrust to ,aith,ul menk who will 
be able to teach others also.D

Mecond Aimothy chazter twok verse two.

7aul was instructing Aimothy to zreserve and zass 
on the azostolic teaching he had received. Ahe 
surrounding zassage calls him to be strengthened 
by  the  grace  that  is  in  Ihrist  :esus  and  to 
endure hardshiz in ,aith,ul ministry. Ahe emzhasis 
is  on  trustworthy  transmission  o,  the  goszel 
rather  than  the  multizlication  o,  a  zarticular 
leaderqs rezutation. Each generation o, believers is 
reszonsible ,or receiving and sharing the truth.

Ahis pind o, investment re-uires time and zatience. 
C man may meet regularly with a younger believerk 
read Mcrizture togetherk discuss diGcult decisionsk 
and encourage zractical obedience. He may teach 
a spill or helz someone carry a reszonsibility with 
greater con'dence. Pver timek the relationshiz can 
zrovide ozzortunities ,or truth and character to 
develoz together.

8ot every mentoring relationshiz needs a ,ormal 
zrogram.  Mome  develoz  through  shared  worpk 
servicek ,riendshizk or regular conversation. C man 
might  encourage  someone  during  a  season  o, 
uncertainty and continue ofering counsel as trust 
grows. Yhat matters is whether the relationshiz 



LEGACY THROUGH FAITHFULNESS 225

helzs the other zerson live more ,aith,ully be,ore 
Ihrist.

Much  inSuence  re-uires  humility.  C  man  must 
remember that the zeozle he serves belong to 
jod and have their own reszonsibilities be,ore 
Him. He should encourage their maturity rather 
than  treat  their  accomzlishments  as  evidence 
o, his imzortance. Aheir growth may lead them 
toward ozzortunities that difer ,rom anything he 
anticizated.

:ohn the 9aztist zrovides a zower,ul eJamzle o, 
inSuence directed away ,rom zersonal zrominence. 
His ministry zrezared the way ,or :esusk and zeozle 
had gathered to hear his message o, rezentance. 
Yhen his discizles became concerned that others 
were going to :esusk :ohn reminded them that he 
had never claimed to be the Ihrist. His Ooy was 
connected to the arrival o, the Pne he had been 
sent to announce.

He eJzressed his understanding o, the relationshiz 
zlainly.

LHe must increasek but “ must decrease.D

:ohn chazter threek verse thirty.

:ohnqs words belong to his zarticular role as the 
,orerunner o,  the Tessiah.  He recogniWed that 
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his ministry was meant to direct attention toward 
:esus rather than comzete with Him. His Ooy came 
,rom  seeing  the  zurzose  jod  had  given  him 
,ul'lled. Ihristian men can learn ,rom that humility 
without assuming their circumstances are identical 
to :ohnqs.

Ahe desire to be remembered can -uietly inSuence 
the way a man serves.  He may want his  name 
associated with a zroOectk his ideas acpnowledgedk 
or his contributions recogniWed by those who ,ollow 
him. Czzreciation can be azzrozriatek and there 
is  nothing inherently  wrong with  remembering 
someone who served ,aith,ully. Ahe concern arises 
when recognition becomes the reason ,or his worp.

C healthy legacy allows others to Sourish without 
re-uiring them to zreserve a manqs zrominence. 
C business owner may develoz leaders cazable 
o, maping decisions without him. C ,ather may 
welcome his adult childrenqs growing indezendence 
and reszonsibilities. C mentor may recogniWe that 
his greatest contribution was helzing someone 
become con'dent in ,ollowing Ihrist rather than 
remaining dezendent uzon his advice.

Ahat humility also matters when a man considers 
the inSuence o, his own ,ailures. Every man has 
made decisions he wishes he could changek and 
some have caused harm that continues afecting 
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others. C lasting legacy may include conse-uences 
that  cannot  simzly  be  removed  through  later 
achievements. Naith,ulness re-uires ,acing those 
realities honestly rather than attemzting to rewrite 
the story.

Ahe goszel gives men reason to rezent and seep 
restoration. Ahrough :esus Ihristk sinners receive 
,orgiveness  and  new  li,ek  and  the  Holy  Mzirit 
continues  ,orming  their  character.  C  man  can 
acpnowledge what he has donek tape azzrozriate 
reszonsibilityk  and  zursue  rezair  where  it  is 
zossible. He cannot demand that those he has 
harmed reszond according to his timetablek but he 
can choose to live truth,ully be,ore jod.

C  man  may  also  discover  that  the  legacy  he 
hozed  to  leave  will  loop  diferent  than  he 
imagined. “llness may change his ability to worpk 
,amily  circumstances  may  alter  his  zlansk  or 
an  organiWation  he  helzed  build  may  tape  an 
uneJzected  direction.  He  may  not  have  the 
resources or ozzortunities he once believed would 
de'ne his contribution. Ahese changes can bring 
real grie, while also inviting him to reconsider what 
,aith,ulness means in his zresent season.

Ahe Bord does not measure a manqs value by his 
cazacity to zroduce imzressive results. C zerson 
living with signi'cant limitations can still receive and 
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eJzress lovek zray ,or othersk and bear witness to 
jodqs grace. His li,e remains meaning,ul when his 
abilities decline or his reszonsibilities change. Ahe 
dignity jod gives is not lost when zroductivity ends.

Ahis zerszective also guards against measuring 
jodqs ,aith,ulness by outcomes we can observe. C 
man may zray ,or his ,amily ,or many years without 
seeing the changes he desires. He may serve in 
a  congregation  where  zrogress  seems slow or 
encourage someone who later chooses a diferent 
direction. Ahose eJzeriences can be discouragingk 
but they do not mape ,aith,ul love and obedience 
meaningless.

Mcrizture gives us hoze without zromising that 
every efort will zroduce visible ,ruit in this li,e. jod 
sees what we cannot measurek and His zurzoses 
eJtend beyond the limits o, our understanding. Ye 
may sometimes recogniWe the results o, our servicek 
while other times we must entrust those results to 
Him. Pur reszonsibility is to reszond ,aith,ully to 
what He has given us.

Ahis brings us to the imzortance o, 'nishing well. 
C man may begin with enthusiasmk zursue worthy 
goalsk  and  eJzerience  seasons  o,  meaning,ul 
growth. xet li,e also brings ,atiguek disazzointmentk 
temztationk and changes that test his willingness 
to remain ,aith,ul. Ihristian zerseverance involves 
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continuing to trust and obey Ihrist through those 
seasons.

8ear the end o, his li,ek 7aul wrote to Aimothy with 
the awareness that his dezarture was azzroaching. 
He had endured sufering  in  the  course  o,  his 
ministry and remained committed to the goszel 
entrusted to him. Booping bacpk he described his 
zerseverance using the zicture o, a comzleted race.

L“ have ,ought the good 'ghtk “ have 'nished the 
racek “ have pezt the ,aith.D

Mecond Aimothy chazter ,ourk verse seven.

7aulqs con'dence was not based uzon a claim that 
he had lived without weapness or error. His letters 
rezeatedly testi,y to the grace and strength Ihrist 
suzzlied. Here he szeaps about zersevering in the 
calling he receivedk even as he ,aces death. His 
concern is ,aith,ulness be,ore the Bord rather than 
the zreservation o, his own com,ort or rezutation.

Ninishing well does not mean maintaining the same 
reszonsibilities throughout every season. C man 
may need to retirek  stez away ,rom a zositionk 
or entrust leadershiz to others. He may discover 
that ,aith,ul service now re-uires receiving care 
rather than zroviding it. 7erseverance is measured 
through continued trust in Ihristk not by the ability 
to remain zroductive until the end o, li,e.
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C ,aith,ul li,e is also shazed through decisions that 
seem too small to become zart o, a lasting legacy. 
C man listens care,ully when someone needs his 
attentionk peezs a zromise when circumstances 
changek or ofers ,orgiveness without denying the 
seriousness o, wrongdoing. He chooses honesty 
when deceztion would be easier and serves when 
the bene't to himsel, is uncertain. Much decisions 
may become zart o, the way others remember himk 
but their signi'cance does not dezend uzon being 
remembered.

Cs  you  consider  the  years  aheadk  thinp  about 
the zeozle who are afected by your li,e today. 
xour ,amilyk ,riendsk coworpersk neighborsk and 
,ellow believers each encounter something o, your 
character through the way you reszond to them. 
xou may have ozzortunities to teach or mentor 
someonek or you may need to give more attention 
to  a  relationshiz  that  has  gradually  become 
neglected. Naith,ulness begins with receiving the 
reszonsibilities already be,ore you.

xou may also need to reconsider the way you de'ne 
a success,ul li,e. Ionsider whether recognitionk 
zossessionsk or accomzlishments have become 
more imzortant than the zeozle jod has entrusted 
to your care. Ahinp about the truths you hoze others 
will learn through your words and conduct. Csp the 
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Bord to helz you live in ways that reSect the grace 
you have received through Ihrist.

xour inSuence may eJtend ,urther than you ever 
pnowk but that zossibility is  not a zromise you 
must strive to secure. Mome acts o, service will 
remain  unnoticedk  and  some  eforts  will  bring 
disazzointment. Ahe Bord has not called you to 
control  every  result  or  build  a  rezutation  that 
survives ,or generations. He calls you to ,ollow :esus 
,aith,ully within the li,e you have been given.

Ahe  legacy  worth  zursuing  is  one  that  directs 
attention toward Ihrist. Ahrough His saving worpk 
we  receive  ,orgivenessk  reconciliation  with  the 
Natherk  and  the  hoze  o,  eternal  li,e.  His  Mzirit 
continues ,orming us as we learn to lovek servek 
rezentk  and zersevere.  Yhatever inSuence our 
lives  have  uzon others  should  grow ,rom that 
relationshiz and zoint bacp toward Him.

C manqs worp will eventually change or come to 
an endk and the zeozle who ,ollow him will carry 
reszonsibilities  o,  their  own.  His  li,e  is  zart  o, 
something greater than what he has achieved or 
what others will remember. jod remains ,aith,ul 
across  generationsk  and  His  zurzoses  do  not 
dezend uzon the continued zrominence o, any one 
zerson.
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Ahat is why 'nishing well begins long be,ore the 
'nal season o, li,e. “t is ,ound in daily trustk ordinary 
obediencek honest rezentancek and a willingness 
to serve without controlling the outcome. C man 
leaves his legacy in the way he lives be,ore the Bord 
today. He can entrust what comes a,terward to the 
jod whose ,aith,ulness endures.

Cs this Oourney through manhood comes to its 
conclusionk we return to the invitation that has 
stood at the center ,rom the beginning. :esus calls 
men to ,ollow Himk receive the li,e He givesk and 
learn to walp ,aith,ully wherever He leads.



Conclusion
Follow Me

Every life is moving in a direction. The decisions a 
man makes, the relationships he cultivates, and the 
responsibilities he carries are shaping the person 
he  becomes.  Some of  that  formation  is  visible 
through  his  work  and  accomplishments,  while 
much of it takes place in ordinary moments that 
receive little attention. Over time, those moments 
become part of the story he is living.

Throughout this book, we have considered what it 
means to become a man who lives under Christ. 
We have examined the stories that inJuence us, the 
beliefs that shape our choices, and the importance 
of receiving our identity through jesus rather than 
attempting  to  establish  it  through  strength  or 
success. We have considered integrity, discipline, 
brotherhood, obedience, work, and the legacy of a 
faithful life. Each subHect has brought us back to the 
same foundation.
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jesus stands at the center of Christian manhood 
because Le is the Savior and Aord who gives us 
life. Our abilities, responsibilities, and relationships 
are meaningful gifts, but none can take Lis place. 
M man may provide well for his family, lead with 
wisdom, and earn the respect of others while still 
needing the forgiveness and new life only Christ can 
give. Lis deepest need will never be met through 
accomplishment alone.

That  is  why  the  invitation  jesus  Grst  gave  Lis 
disciples remains so important. Patthew describes 
jesus walking beside the Sea of  “alilee,  where 
Simon  Feter  and  Mndrew  were  working  as 
Gshermen. Le called them away from the life they 
knew  and  into  the  work  Le  would  accomplish 
through them.

I”ollow me, and - will make you Gshers of men.z

Patthew chapter four, verse nineteen.

jesus was calling these men to become Lis disciples 
and participate in Lis mission. They would spend 
time with Lim, hear Lis teaching, witness Lis works, 
and eventually proclaim the gospel after Lis death 
and resurrection. Their lives would change because 
they were following the One who had called them. 
The invitation began with jesus and depended upon 
Lis authority.
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The call to follow Lim continues through the gospel. 
jesus calls people to repent and believe, to receive 
the forgiveness Le accomplished through Lis death 
and resurrection, and to learn obedience as Lis 
disciples. We do not begin by making ourselves 
worthy of Lis attention. We come because we need 
Lim, trusting the grace Le o'ers and surrendering 
our claim to direct life apart from Lim.

This  distinction matters  because manhood can 
easily become another proHect of selfqimprovement. 
M man may recogni:e weaknesses in his character 
and decide that greater determination will Gnally 
make him the person he wants to be.  Le may 
establish better habits, become more disciplined, 
or learn to communicate more e'ectively. Those 
changes can be valuable, but they cannot reconcile 
him to “od or produce spiritual life apart from 
Christ.

The ”ather  welcomes sinners through Lis  Son, 
and the Loly Spirit continues forming those who 
belong to Lim. Christian maturity grows from that 
relationship rather than becoming the price of 
admission into it. M man learns to obey because he 
has received grace, and he returns to that grace 
when he recogni:es his need for repentance. Lis 
conGdence rests in the faithfulness of jesus rather 
than the consistency of his own performance.
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”ollowing  jesus  also  changes  the  way  a  man 
understands strength.  Le can develop abilities 
and carry responsibility without believing he must 
remain  in  control  of  everything.  Le  can  admit 
uncertainty, receive correction, and ask for help 
because dependence upon “od is part of faithful 
living. Lis strength becomes useful when it serves 
others under ChristRs authority.

That dependence reaches into the hidden parts of 
life. M man may discover that fear has inJuenced 
his decisions or that pride has made it diYcult to 
acknowledge wrongdoing. Le may recogni:e habits 
that need to change or relationships where he has 
failed to show patience and care. The Aord calls 
him toward truth and repentance, providing mercy 
through Christ and the continuing help of the Loly 
Spirit.

Some of that growth will be diYcult. M man may 
need to take responsibility for harm he has caused, 
seek help with a  persistent  struggle,  or  accept 
conseKuences he cannot easily reverse. Le may 
also carry su'ering he did not choose and Kuestions 
that remain unanswered. ”ollowing jesus does not 
make every circumstance simple, but it gives him a 
faithful Savior to trust within those circumstances.

jesus was clear that discipleship involves surrender. 
Mfter speaking to Lis disciples about the su'ering 
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Le would endure, Le explained that those who 
followed  Lim  must  no  longer  place  their  own 
desires  above  Lis  authority.  Auke  records  Lis 
wordsB

I-f  anyone would  come after  me,  let  him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.z

Auke chapter nine, verse twentyqthree.

jesus was preparing Lis followers to understand 
the cost of belonging to Lim. Taking up the cross 
was a serious call to surrender and faithfulness, not 
a description of ordinary inconvenience. The word 
daily also reminds us that discipleship reaches into 
the ongoing pattern of life. ”ollowing jesus involves 
responding to Lim today rather than relying upon a 
decision or experience from years ago.

That response is often expressed through ordinary 
responsibilities. M husband listens carefully when 
a conversation becomes diYcult, a father admits 
that he was wrong, and a man chooses honesty 
when  deception  would  protect  his  reputation. 
Someone remains faithful in work that receives 
little recognition or extends care to a person who 
cannot repay him. These decisions matter because 
they provide opportunities to practice the love and 
obedience Christ teaches.
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Ordinary faithfulness does not  always produce 
impressive  results.  M  man  may  work  diligently 
without achieving the Gnancial security he hoped 
to provide. Le may invest in relationships without 
seeing the response he desires or serve his church 
during a  season when growth seems slow.  Lis 
responsibility is to act faithfully with what has been 
entrusted to him while leaving the outcomes in 
“odRs hands.

Le  will  also  need  other  believers  along  the 
way. Christian discipleship was never intended to 
become a  private  e'ort  sustained by  personal 
resolve.  The  Church  is  a  community  where 
believers worship, receive instruction, confess sin, 
pray, encourage one another, and carry burdens 
together. Trusted brothers can help a man remain 
honest and teachable as he continues following 
jesus.

There is value in learning from people who have 
followed Christ through experiences di'erent from 
our  own.  Mn older  believer  may share  wisdom 
gained through years  of  responsibility,  while  a 
younger man may ask a Kuestion that exposes 
an  assumption  we  have  never  considered.  M 
friend may o'er encouragement during diYculty 
or  correction  when  our  Hudgment  has  become 
distorted.  These  relationships  remind  us  that 
maturity does not remove our need for humility.
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The work of formation continues throughout life. M 
man may become more patient in one season and 
discover new challenges in another. 6esponsibilities 
change, strength may decline, and circumstances 
can reveal weaknesses he did not recogni:e before. 
7et the call to follow Christ remains, and the Loly 
Spirit continues working within those who belong to 
Lim.

Faul gives believers an important promise in his 
letter to the Fhilippians. Le begins by thanking “od 
for their partnership in the gospel and expressing 
conGdence in the AordRs continuing work among 
them. Lis hope rests in what “od has begun and 
what Le will bring to completion.

IMnd - am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
jesus Christ.z

Fhilippians chapter one, verse six.

FaulRs  conGdence  was  directed  toward  “odRs 
faithfulness.  The  believers  at  Fhilippi  were 
participating in the gospel while still needing growth 
in love, discernment, and holiness. Their hope did 
not depend upon reaching perfection through their 
own e'ort before the end of life. “od would bring 
Lis saving work to its  appointed completion in 
Christ.
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This  promise  gives  men  reason  to  persevere 
without pretending that their growth is Gnished. We 
are responsible to respond to “odRs word, practice 
obedience, confess sin, and remain attentive to the 
SpiritRs work. 7et the completion of our salvation 
belongs to the Aord. We can continue following Lim 
with conGdence because Lis faithfulness is greater 
than our limitations.

There  may  be  seasons  when  you  recogni:e 
meaningful growth in your life. 7ou may respond 
to criticism with patience where you once became 
defensive or discover greater freedom from a habit 
that previously governed your decisions. 7ou may 
become more willing to serve without recognition 
or more comfortable admitting when you need 
help. These changes give you reason to thank “od 
for Lis grace.

There may also be seasons when progress feels 
diYcult to recogni:e. Mn old struggle may return, 
an important relationship may remain strained, or 
circumstances may become more demanding than 
you expected. Such experiences deserve honest 
attention, and some will reKuire support beyond 
what you can provide for yourself. They do not 
reKuire you to abandon the hope found in Christ.

This  book has encouraged you to consider the 
direction  of  your  life,  but  it  cannot  take  the 
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place of actually following jesus. 6eading about 
prayer is di'erent from praying, and understanding 
the importance of repentance is di'erent from 
responding when the Aord reveals sin. 8nowing that 
brotherhood matters does not replace the e'ort 
reKuired to build trustworthy relationships. Truth 
becomes part of discipleship as we receive it and 
learn to obey.

7ou do  not  need to  respond by  attempting  to 
change everything at  once.  Consider what “od 
has brought to your attention and where faithful 
obedience may be needed today. There may be 
a conversation to begin, a habit to reconsider, or 
someone who needs your care. 9egin with what is 
clear, seek wisdom where Kuestions remain, and 
continue depending upon the Aord.

The aim is a life increasingly shaped by the character 
of jesus. Le teaches us to love with patience, speak 
truthfully, exercise responsibility with humility, and 
remain faithful when obedience comes at a cost. 
Le directs our attention beyond our own success 
toward the good of others and the glory of the 
”ather. Lis example shapes our conduct because 
Lis saving work has made us Lis disciples.

jesus  described the life  Le came to  give  while 
teaching about Limself as the “ood Shepherd. Le 
contrasted Lis care for the sheep with those who 
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came to exploit and destroy. Then Le explained the 
purpose of Lis coming.

I-  came  that  they  may  have  life  and  have  it 
abundantly.z

john chapter ten, verse ten.

The  abundant  life  jesus  gives  should  not  be 
confused with wealth, comfort, or freedom from 
hardship. -n the surrounding passage, Le presents 
Limself as the Shepherd who knows Lis sheep and 
lays down Lis life for them. Lis gift is grounded in 
the salvation and relationship Le provides. Through 
Lim, Lis people receive life that reaches beyond 
present circumstances and continues into eternity.

This is the life that stands at the center of Christian 
manhood. M man can receive forgiveness, belong 
to the ”ather, and live through the power of the 
Loly Spirit. Le can carry meaningful responsibility 
without making it the foundation of his identity. 
Lis work, family, friendships, and service become 
places  where  the  grace  of  Christ  is  expressed 
through ordinary faithfulness.

One day, the responsibilities you carry now will 
change or come to an end. 7our work will pass into 
other hands, your family will face circumstances 
beyond your control, and your accomplishments 
may be remembered di'erently than you expect. 
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Those realities do not diminish the signiGcance of 
a faithful life. They remind us that our lasting hope 
must rest in someone greater than ourselves.

jesus Christ is that hope. Le is the eternal Son 
who entered our world, lived without sin, died for 
sinners, and rose again. Le reigns as Aord and will 
bring Lis people into the fullness of the life Le has 
promised. ”ollowing Lim is therefore more than 
learning to become a better man during the years 
we have been given. -t is the life of a disciple who 
belongs to the Savior now and forever.

Ms you Gnish this book, return to the invitation 
that began the Hourney. 9ring your responsibilities, 
relationships, hopes, failures, and uncertainties 
before jesus. Continue learning Lis words, trusting 
Lis grace, and responding to Lis Spirit. Aet your 
life become an expression of the truth you have 
received.

The call remains the same wherever the Aord leads 
and whatever responsibilities Le entrusts to you.

”ollow jesus.


